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Introduction 
 
 
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) dispute settlement 

system is, without doubt, the most successful system of 

inter-state dispute settlement that states have been 

willing to submit to in recent times.  This talk focuses on 

features of WTO litigation that set it apart from other types 

of international proceedings. Topics touched upon 

include the WTO's unique remedial regime, applicable 

law, the system of appellate review, opportunities for 

multilateral influence and the advocacy format. 

 

An understanding of these features is essential for 

counsel appearing before WTO panels and the Appellate 

Body and useful for obtaining an understanding of the 

role that the dispute settlement system plays in 

commercial diplomacy. 

 

CCCIIILLL   
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	J. Christopher Thomas, Q.C., is a renowned lawyer and Chartered Arbitrator who has practiced in the field of international trade and commercial law with an emphasis on trade and investment regulation and dispute settlement.

