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History of CIL

 Established in October 2009 at the National University of 
Singapore’s Bukit Timah Campus

 A response to the growing need for international law 
expertise and capacity building in the Asia-Pacific region

 A university-wide research centre working in close 
collaboration with the NUS Faculty of Law

 Outcome of close cooperation between 

• NUS Faculty of Law 
• Attorney-General’s Chambers
• Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Mission and Vision

 Mission: to enable Singapore and the Asia-Pacific region to 
play a more significant role in the promotion and 
development of international law

 Vision: to become a regional intellectual hub and thought 
leader for research on and teaching of international law
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CIL Activities

Events since Oct 2009
• Colloquium on Singapore and International Law: The Early 

Years
• Workshop on Submarine Cables and Law of the Sea
• Conference on International Investment Arbitration
• Training course on Int’l Investment Arbitration
• Various seminars
Next conference: 24-26 May 2010: International 

Conference on Air Transport, Air Law and Regulation 
[Organized together with McGill University’s Institute of Air 
& Space Law (IASL) and the Singapore Aviation Academy] 
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Research

CIL focus areas:
• ASEAN Law and Policy
• Ocean Law and Policy
• Trade Law and Policy
• Aviation Law and Policy
• Intellectual Property Law and Policy
• International Dispute Resolution

Research projects:
• Documents Database
• ASEAN Legal Integration
• Submarine Cables and Law of the Sea
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CIL Documents Database

 Rationale: to promote ASEAN Law and International Law 
we must make the basic documents easily accessible

 Documents Database is intended for use by government 
officials, scholars, students, members of the media and 
general public

 ASEAN Documents will be of particular interest to persons 
who want to know more about the development of ASEAN 
as a regional organization 

 International Law Documents will be a convenient 
resource tool for all persons interested in public 
international law
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CIL Documents Database

CIL Database of ASEAN and Int’l Law Documents
• Over 200 ASEAN documents
• Over 100 basic documents on international law

Key Features
• Free internet resource
• Summary Templates
• Full text in PDF and Word
• Table of contents for every document
• User-friendly search engine – documents searchable by

category, sub-category, years, and/or keywords
• Accessible with low bandwidth
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CIL Documents Database search 
engine on CIL homepage CIL Documents Database page with instructions
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CIL Documents Database

Search results:
• List of full titles of the documents

• Reverse chronological order

• Summary Template which contains basic information about 
the document

• Links to fully formatted full text of document in Word and 
PDF with Table of Contents
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Future Plans for Database

1. Add additional documents to ASEAN Documents & 
International Law Documents Database 

2. Develop new searchable Database on the Status of 
ASEAN Agreements to enable users to determine which 
ASEAN agreements have entered into force and which 
agreements each ASEAN country has ratified

3. Upgrade search engine

4. Add third category of documents – Bilateral Investment 
Treaties entered into by ASEAN countries

5. For first two items CIL hopes to work in close 
collaboration with the ASEAN Secretariat
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Thanks for Your Attention

Any Questions ?
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