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INTRODUCTION 
 
The proliferation of international courts and tribunals is a 
phenomenon which has seen the increasing 
judicialisation of the settlement of international disputes.  
This has brought with it many benefits, but it has also 
created potential difficulties.  These include the possible 
fragmentation of international law, and the creation of 
overlapping jurisdictions among different international 
tribunals. 
 
This seminar will explore these issues, and consider 
whether proliferation poses dangers for public 
international law.  It will also examine another issue 
highlighted by proliferation, being the development of 
common approaches among international courts and 
tribunals on issues of procedure and remedies, which 
might be termed the emergence of a “common law of 
international adjudication”.  Possible reasons for this will 
be identified, along with limitations to the harmonisation 
of international judicial practice on these issues.   
 
The seminar will conclude by noting that this 
development has significant practical and theoretical 
implications for the international legal order, as can be 
seen in a number of live cases.    
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	J. Christopher Thomas, Q.C., is a renowned lawyer and Chartered Arbitrator who has practiced in the field of international trade and commercial law with an emphasis on trade and investment regulation and dispute settlement.

