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DEVELOPMENTS

International organisations in the Americas, Africa and
the Pacific have all recently excluded states from
membership as a result of violations of democracy.
Policies and practices defining membership on the
basis of a state’s human rights and democratic record
have been adopted by the African Union (AU), the
Organization of American States (OAS), the Pacific
Islands Forum, and regional economic communities,
such as the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWADS). Furthermore, in 2007 ASEAN
adopted the Charter of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, a document which leaves open the
possibility that future membership decisions will be
conditioned on human rights and democracy criteria.

This seminar will explore the recent practice of regional
organisations outside Europe in developing standards
for determining whether a member state should be
excluded. It will highlight the commonality amongst a
diverse range of organisations in articulating exclusion
criteria and also raise questions about the suitability of
suspension as a method of dealing with breaches of
human rights and democracy.

Please register your interest to attend by calling or emailing Ms Geraldine Ng at (65) 65166842 /
cilnwfg@nus.edu.sg

The Centre for International Law (CIL) is based at the Bukit Timah campus of the National University of Singapore. CIL’s mission is to enable Singapore and the
Asia-Pacific region to play a more significant role in the promotion and development of international law and policy. The Centre’s aim is to become the
region’s intellectual hub and thought leader for research on and teaching of international law and policy. The Director of CIL is Associate Professor Robert C
Beckman and the Deputy Director is Dr Navin Raj. For more information, please visit the CIL website at http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg or email: cil.info@nus.edu.sg
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	J. Christopher Thomas, Q.C., is a renowned lawyer and Chartered Arbitrator who has practiced in the field of international trade and commercial law with an emphasis on trade and investment regulation and dispute settlement.

