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INTRODUCTION 
 
International organisations in the Americas, Africa and 
the Pacific have all recently excluded states from 
membership as a result of violations of democracy. 
Policies and practices defining membership on the 
basis of a state’s human rights and democratic record 
have been adopted by the African Union (AU), the 
Organization of American States (OAS), the Pacific 
Islands Forum, and regional economic communities, 
such as the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS).  Furthermore, in 2007 ASEAN 
adopted the Charter of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, a document which leaves open the 
possibility that future membership decisions will be 
conditioned on human rights and democracy criteria. 
 
This seminar will explore the recent practice of regional 
organisations outside Europe in developing standards 
for determining whether a member state should be 
excluded.  It will highlight the commonality amongst a 
diverse range of organisations in articulating exclusion 
criteria and also raise questions about the suitability of 
suspension as a method of dealing with breaches of 
human rights and democracy. 
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	J. Christopher Thomas, Q.C., is a renowned lawyer and Chartered Arbitrator who has practiced in the field of international trade and commercial law with an emphasis on trade and investment regulation and dispute settlement.

