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INTRODUCTION 
 
Since the 1960s, the United Nations has adopted five 
multilateral treaties that form the foundations of 
international space law.  Of them, Singapore has 
ratified the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, the 1968 Rescue 
Agreement and the 1972 Liability Convention, and has 
signed but not ratified the 1976 Registration 
Convention. 
 
With a significant increase in Singaporean commercial 
and scientific space activities on the horizon, such as 
the upcoming launches of X-Sat in 2010 and ST-2 in 
2012, not to mention the Singaporean ownership of 
domestic and foreign satellite operations, it is timely to 
revisit the international legal obligations that Singapore 
has under the treaties to which it is a party and 
consider what domestic and regulatory steps are 
necessary or prudent for Singapore to adopt to fulfil 
these obligations. 
 
The paper will discuss the international obligations 
imposed under the treaties signed by Singapore and 
how they may affect Singapore’s existing and 
imminent space activities.  It would then go on to 
discuss the options available to Singapore to 
implement or fulfil these obligations through a 
comparative study of the domestic and regulatory 
responses of other countries, including some in Asia. 
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