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INTRODUCTION

Preventing genocide requires understanding the dynamics that
contribute to the process of genocide. Genocide can be understood as
an extreme manifestation of identity-related conflicts, which emanate
not just from perception of differences, but also from the implications of
those perceptions in terms of access to power and resources. Conflicts
resulting from gross inequalities constitute one of the major causes of
genocide, preventing it requires making all efforts for the constructive
management of diversity. Given that no country is perfectly
homogenous and that internal conflicts often bring broader regional
humanitarian and security implications, genocide is truly a global
challenge.

The concept of Responsibility to Protect requires that the duty to prevent
genocide and mass atrocities lies first and foremost with the State. Such
efforts need to be aimed at the promotion of good governance and
fundamental human rights, with the ultimate objective of creating an
identity framework with which all groups can identify. Sovereignty should
not be understood as a ‘shield’” against external interference, but as the
ultimate source of responsibility for the management of internal affairs
and protection of civilian populations.

Neighboring States, regional and sub-regional organizations,
international organizations with global reach, and non-governmental
organizations have a distinct and complementary role to play.
Increasingly, a divided international community, and preservation of
Member States’ strategic and geo-political interests necessitate regional
organizations to take up the responsibility to better protect populations
in their region. This is the challenge to which every Member State in
every region should address and respond.

FREE ADMISSION Please email Ms Geraldine Ng at
cilnwfg@nus.edu.sqg to register.

The Centre for International Law (CIL) is based at the Bukit Timah campus of the National University of Singapore. CIL’s mission is to enable Singapore and the Asia-Pacific
region to play a more significant role in the promotion and development of international law and policy. The Centre’s aim is to become the region’s intellectual hub and
thought leader for research on and teaching of international law and policy. The Director of CIL is Associate Professor Robert C Beckman and the Deputy Director is Dr
Navin Raj. For more information, please visit the CIL website at http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg or email: ci.info@nus.edu.sg
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