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INTRODUCTION 
 
Climate change impact and biodiversity losses in the marine 
and coastal systems of the ASEAN region are the subject of 
much concern given the high dependence on them for 
livelihood in the region, the risks attached to sea level rise 
and the threats to biodiversity. It is often argued that a 
binding agreement between the nations of Southeast Asia is 
indispensible to set clear rules in the management of their 
marine and coastal ecosystems.  
 
However, this seminar aims to demonstrate that several 
international agreements that address these concerns have 
been ratified in the Region, amongst which The United 
Nation Convention on the Law of the Sea, the United Nation 
Convention Framework for Climate Change and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  
 
This seminar will review how these instruments apply to 
coastal and marine systems of the ASEAN Region and 
Member States rights and duties in this context, particularly 
Member States’ jurisdiction to enact and enforce protective 
legislation. The joint application of UNCLOS and the CBD will 
be discussed as will other sources of environmental 
protection such as those supervised by the IMO (especially 
Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas). Perspectives on joint 
development (for environmental protection) in the South 
China Sea will also be presented. 
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