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INTRODUCTION 
 

One of the most commonly used substantive standards of treatment 

in investment treaties is the fair and equitable treatment standard. 

Treaties vary in terms of how they express the standard and thus the 

interpretation of one fair and equitable treatment clause may not be 

relevant to the interpretation of another. That said, investment 

tribunals often cite prior cases in support of their interpretations of 

the clause. This seminar explores how the standard has developed 
both in treaty-making practice and in the jurisprudence. 
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ABOUT THE CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW (CIL)  

The Centre for International Law (CIL) is based at the Bukit Timah campus of the National University of Singapore. CIL’s miss ion is to enable Singapore and the Asia-Pacific region to play 

a more significant role in the promotion and development of international law and policy. The Centre’s aim is to become the region’s intellectual hub and thought leader for research 

on and teaching of international law and policy. The Director of CIL is Associate Professor Robert C Beckman and the Deputy Director is Dr Navin Raj. For more information, please visit 

the CIL website at http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg or email: cil.info@nus.edu.sg 

J. CHRISTOPHER THOMAS, Q.C. is a lawyer and Chartered Arbitrator who 

has practiced for many years in the field of international trade and 

commercial law with emphasis on trade and investment regulation and 

dispute settlement. He has been counsel in many international disputes, in 

domestic administrative law procedures (anti-dumping and countervailing 

duty cases), and in contentious proceedings before the superior courts of 

Canada. He now acts primarily as an arbitrator in international investment, 

trade and commercial disputes. He is Editor of Investor-State LawGuide, an 

on-line research database which is being launched in February 2011. He 

was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2002 and has been designated a 

Chartered Arbitrator by the ADR Institute of Canada. 
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