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INTRODUCTION

Emissions must be controlled as the global environment is requesting
this. Worldwide agreements have been concluded to that effect.
Emissions coming from stationary installations can legally be capped
in a relatively easy way. This is different for emissions produced by
moving objects like aircraft as they transit jurisdictions. The EU has
made a dubious attempt to control emissions produced on flights
which have a marginal link only with the area and the persons to
whom the environmental measures are addressed. This attempt
caused frictions.

The following questions will be addressed:

- The need to control aviation emissions;

- The worldwide framework designed to protect the environment;

- The regulator framework for aviation;

- Avregional effort to reconcile the global framework with local
policy objectives;

- The position of airlines;

- The role of the regulator and of the Court of Justice of the EU;

- Challenges pertaining to the regional efforts o control
emissions;

- How to proceed from here?

It will be concluded that the panacea for the way forward is written
down in the Preamble of the Chicago Convention on international
civil aviation of 1944:

“... it is desirable to avoid friction and to promote that cooperation
between nations and peoples upon which the peace of the world
depends; ... that international civil aviation may be developed in a safe
and orderly manner and that international air transport services may be
established on the basis of equality of opportunity and operated soundly
and economically;”

That message is still applicable, even after nearly 70 years. The world
changes but basic principles and concepts survive. These are a few
of them.
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