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GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN ACTION TODAY
The Red Cross Perspective

What is humanitarian action today? The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) is 150 years old this year. How has the world’s largest, oldest and = PETER L
most recognised humanitarian movement stepped up to keep pace with the President, ICRC
world's changing landscape and needs? What is the law applicable in crises,
particularly in conflict situations and how has it been evolving? What are the
critical developments that could undermine the peace & stability of the
region? And how has the ICRC adopted global best practices in the face of a
changing, increasingly challenging humanitarian environment?

The President of the ICRC, Dr Peter Maurer will offer the ICRC’s perspective on
some of the key regional and global challenges it faces today and how the
institution is responding to them while remaining faithful to its principled and
accountable approach. He will explore the evolving complexity of the
challenges facing those who wish to help and how the Red Cross Movement

is organised and reacting to these challenges. He will also share with the “‘Eg/y
audience the ongoing relevance of international humanitarian law as well as \ 7,
his own experiences in Asia's hot spots and visits across the globe in the past = ' ’
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Please join us for this rare opportunity to listen to the views of a global leader Photographer
at the forefront of humanitarian thought and response. ICRC/MALLA, Ibrahim
ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Peter Maurer was born in Thun, Switzerland, in 1956. He studied history and international law in Bern, where he was awarded
a doctorate. In 1987 he entered the Swiss diplomatic service, where he held various positions in Bern and Pretoria before
being fransferred to New York in 1996 as deputy permanent observer at the Swiss mission to the United Nations. In 2000 he
was appoinfed ambassador and head of the human security division in the political directorate of the Swiss Department of
Foreign Affairs in Bern.

In 2004 Dr Maurer was appointed ambassador and permanent representative of Switzerland to the United Nations in New
York. In this position, he worked to integrate Switzerland, which had only recently joined the United Nations, intfo multilateral
networks. In June 2009, the UN General Assembly elected Dr Maurer chairman of the Fifth Committee, in charge of
administrative and budgetary affairs. In addition, he was elected chairman of the Burundi configuration of the UN
Peacebuilding Commission. In January 2010 Dr Maurer was appointed secretary of State for foreign affairs in Bern and fook
over the reins of the Swiss Department of Foreign Affairs, with its five directorates and some 150 Swiss diplomatic missions
around the world. He succeeded Jakob Kellenberger as ICRC president on 1 July 2012.

Dr Maurer is married and has two children.

Admission is free-of-charge but registration is required.



