
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRIMEA & INTERNATIONAL LAW: 
Aggression, Noninterference, Secession, Self-

Determination and other interesting questions 
 

Following the overthrow of the elected President of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovyich, by the 

pro-Western opposition in Kiev, the pro-Russian faction in Crimea implemented a 

referendum, declared independence from Ukraine, and swiftly joined Russia, with the 

strong support of Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and the Russian military. What does 

international law have to say about these events? Professor Simon Chesterman and 

Professor Sornarajah will try to unravel the international legal implications and 

ramifications of the ongoing crisis in Ukraine and Crimea. 
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Professor Simon CHESTERMAN is Dean and Professor at the National University of Singapore’s 

Faculty of Law and a Member of the Governing Board of the Centre for International Law. His 

areas of expertise include international law and institutions, state-building, and the regulation 

and oversight of intelligence services. He is a member of the editorial boards of various 

leading journals and the author or editor of thirteen books, including Law and Practice of the 

United Nations (Oxford, 2008). 

 
 
Professor SORNARAJAH is CJ Koh Professor of Law at the National University of Singapore. He is 
Visiting Professor at the Centre for the Study of Human Rights, London School of Economics. He 
was the Tunku Abdul Rahman Professor of International Law at the University of Malaya at 
Kuala Lumpur. He is the author of the International Law on Foreign Investment and several 
other works on public international law and foreign investment arbitration. 
 

 
 

          FREE ADMISSION  To register, please click HERE or email CIL Events at cil.events@nus.edu.sg. 

 

 

ABOUT THE CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW (CIL) 

The Centre for International Law (CIL) is based at the Bukit Timah campus of the National University of Singapore. CIL’s mission is to enable Singapore and the Asia-Pacific region to play a 

more significant role in the promotion and development of international law and policy. The Centre’s aim is to become the region’s intellectual hub and thought leader for research on 

and teaching of international law and policy. The Director of CIL is Associate Professor Robert C Beckman and the Deputy Director is Dr Navin Raj. For more information, please visit the 

CIL website at http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg or email: cil.info@nus.edu.sg 
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