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INTRODUCTION

When the infternational legal principles concerning
responsibility and liability flowing from space activities were
first developed, including the launch and operation of
satellites in orbit, there were a number of concepts that were
somewhat beyond the contemplation of the diplomats and
lawyers that formulated them in the 1960s. These concepfs,
such as satellites that are privately owned and operated,
satellites that belong to multinational businesses or operations,
and the launching of microsatellites, picosatellites, and
nanosatellites that ‘piggyback’ off other launches, have
posed significant problems for lawyers and policymakers alike.

One significant reason why the problems posed by these
innovations in space utlilisation have not caused any
substantial difficulties is the absence of any major accidents
involving them.

Singapore has become a significant player in  the
development and launch of small satellites, with past and
planned future launches of microsatellites developed by the
National University of Singapore and the Nanyang
Technological University, for example. However, they are
being launched into an unknown legal environment that
presents liability risks to the operators and the Singapore
Government.

This seminar will discuss the intfernational obligations imposed
on Singapore and how, in the event of a major accident, the
Singapore Government and the satellite operator may be
exposed to liability risks in Singapore and elsewhere.
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