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Have agreed as follows:
Article 1. Objectives

The objectives of thiszs Convention, to be pursued in accordance with
its relevant provisions. are the conservation of biological diversity.
the sustainable use of its components and the rair and equitable sharing
of the benefits arising out of the utilization of ¢enetic resources,
including by appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriaie
transfer of relevant technologies. taking 1into account all rights over
those resources and to technologies, and by appropriate funding.

Article 2. Use of Terms
For the purposes of this Convention:

"Biolcgical diversity” means the variability among living organisms from
all sources including, 1nter alia. terresirial, marine and other aquatic
ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part: this
inciudes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems.

"Biological resources” includes genetic resources. organisms or parts
thereof, popuiations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with
actuali or potential use or value for humanity.

"Biotechnology" means any technological application that uses biologdical
systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify
products or processes for specific use.

“Country of origin of genetic resources" means the country which
possesses those genetic resources 1n in-situ conditions.

"Country providing genetic resources’ means the country supplving denetic
resources collected from 1n-situ sources. including populations of both
wild and domesticated species, or taken from ex-situ sources. which may
or may not have originated in that country.

"Domesticated or cultivated speciles” means species in which the
evolutionary process has been influenced by humans to meet their needs.

“"Fcosystem” means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism
communities and their non-living environment interaciing as a functional
unit.

"Ex-situ conservation” means the conservation of components of biolodical
diversity outside their natural habitats.

“Genetic material” means any material of plant. animal, microbial or
other origin containing functional units of heredity.

“"Genetlc resources” means genetic material of actual or potential value.
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"Habitat"” means the place or tvpe of site where an organism or popuiation
naturally occurs.

“In-situ conditions” means ronditions where denetic resources exist
within ecosystems and natural habitats, and. in the case of domesticated
or cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developea
their distinciive properties.

"In-situ conservation’ means the conservation of ecosystems and naturai
habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of
species in their natural surroundings and, in the case of domesticated or

cuitivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed their
distinctive properties.

“"Protected area” means a geographically defined area which 1is designated
or regulated and managed to achieve specific conservation objectives.

"Hegional economic  integration organizatjon' means an orgdanization
constituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its member
States nave transferred competence in respect of matters governed by this
Convention and which has been duly authorized. in accordance with 1is
internal procedures. to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to it.

"Sustainable use” means the use of components of biological diversity in
a way and at a rate that does not lead to the long-term decline of

biological diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs
and aspirations of present and future generations.

"Technoiogy" includes biotechnology.

Article 3. Principle

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit
their own resources pursuant to their own environmental policies. and the
responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or
controi do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Articie 4. Jurisdictional Scope
Subject to the rights of other States, and except as otherwise
expressly provided in this Convention. the provisions of this Convention
apply, in relation to each Contracting Party:

(a) In the case of components of biological diversity, in areas
within the limits of its national jurisdiction; and
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(b) Cooperate, as appropriate. with other States and international
organizations in deveioping educational and public awareness programmes,
with respect to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Articie i4. Impact Assessment and Minimizing Adverse Impacts

1. Each Contracting Party, as far as possible and as appropriate.
shall:

(a) Introduce appropriate procedures requiring environmental impact
assessment ol its proposed projects that are likely to have significant
adverse effects on biological diversity with a view to avoiding or
minimizing such effects and, where appropriate. allow for public
pariicipation 1n such procedures; )

(b) Introduce appropriate arrandements to ensure that the
environmental consequences of its programmes and policies that are likely
10 have signiTicant adverse 1mpacts on biological diversity are duly
taken 1nto account:

(c) Promote, on the basis of reciprocity, notification. exchange nf
infermation and consultation on activities under their jurisdiction or
control which are likeiy 1to significantly arfect adverseiy the biological
diversity of other States or areas beyond the Ilimits of national
Jurisdiction, by encouraging the conclusion of bilateral. regional or
multiiateral arrangemenis, as appropriate;

(d) In the case of imminent or grave danger or damage, originating
under 1ts jurisdiction or control, +to biological diversity within the
area under jurisdiction of other States or in areas bevond the limits of
national jurisdiction. notify 1mmediately the poientially affected States
of such danger or damage, as well as initiate action to prevent or
minimize such danger or damage; and

(e) Promote national arrangements for emergency responses to
activities or events, whether caused naturally or otherwise. which
present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity and encourage
international cooperation to supplement such national efforts and, where
appropriate and adreed by the States or regional economic integration
organizations concerned. to establish joint contingency pians.

2. The Conference of the rarties shall examine. on the basis of studies
to be carried out, the issue of Jiability and redress. including
restoration and compensation., for damage to biological diversity, except
where such liability 1s a purely internal matter.

Article 15. Access to Genetic Hesources

1 Recognizing the sovereign rights of States over their natural
resources, the authority to determine access to genetic resources rests
with the national govermments and 1s subject to national legislation.
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2. ifach Contracting Party shall endeavour to create ronditions to
faciiitaie access to genetic resources for environmentally sound uses by
other Contracting Parties and not to impose restirictions that run counter
1o the objectives of this Convention.

e 1F For the purpose of this Convention. the genetic resources being
provided by a Contracting Party, as referred to in this Articlie and
Articles 16 and 19, are only those that are provided by Contracting
Parties that are countries of origin of such resources or by the Parties

that have acquired the denetic resources iIn accordance with this
Conventrion.,

4. Access, where dranted. shall be on mutually agreed terms and subject
to the provisions of this Article. :

R Access to ¢denetic resources shall be subject to prior informed
consent of the Contracting Party providing such resources. unless
otherwise determined by that Party.

5. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to develop and rarry out
scientific research based on denetic resources provided by other
Contracting Parties with the full participation of, and where possible
in, such Contraciing Parties.

7. Each Contracting Party shail take legislative, administrative or
policy measures. as appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 16 and
19 and, where necessary, through the rinancial mechanism established by
Articles 20 and 21 with the aim of sharing in a fair and equitable way
the results of research and development and the benefits arising from the
commercial and other utilization of ¢&enetic resources with the
Contracting Party providing such resources. Such sharing shall be upon
mutual ly agreed terms.

Article 18. Access to and Transrer of Technology

i. Fach Contracting Party. recognizing that technologyv includes
biotechnoiogy, and that both access to and transfer of technology among
Contracting Pariies are essential elements for the attaimment of the
objectives of this Convention. undertakes subject to the provisions of
this Article to provide and/or 7facilitate access for and transfer to
other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of
genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.

2 Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1
above to developing countries shall be provided and/or facilitated under
fair and most favourabie terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms where mutuaily agreed, and., where necessary, in
accordance with the financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and
21. 1In the case of technology subject to patents and other intellectual
propertv rights. such access and transfer shall be provided on terms
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