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2. CBD Response to Ocean Fertilization

Statement of concern from the LC/LP

Statement of concern on long term on large-scale ocean fertilization by 

the SG in June 2007 endorsed by the COP to the LC/LP in May 2008

CBD COP Decision IX/16 on 20 May 2008

‘Requests parties and urges other Governments , in accordance with the 
precautionary approach, to ensure that ocean fertilization activities do not 
take place until there is an adequate basis on which to justify such activities, 
including assessing associated risks, and a global transparent and effective 
control and regulatory mechanisms is in place for these activities; with the 
exception of small scale scientific research studies within coastal waters. 
Such studies should only be authorized if justified by the need to gather 
specific scientific data, and should also be subject to thorough prior 
assessment of the potential impacts of the research studies on the marine 
environment, and be strictly controlled, and not be used for generating and 
selling carbon offsets or any other commercial purposes.’



2. CBD Response to Ocean Fertilization

COP LC/LP Resolution of 31 October 2008 

Noting that knowledge of of the effectiveness and potential 

environmental impacts of ocean fertilization is currently insufficient to 

justify activities other than legitimate scientific research;

(…)

Agree that for the purpose of this resolution. Ocean fertilization is any 

activity undertaken by humans with the principal intention of 

stimulating primary productivity in the oceans

(…)

Agree that scientific research proposals should be assessed on a case-

by-case basis using an assessment framework to be developed by the 

SG under the LC/LP

UNGA Resolution 62/215 on Oceans and LOS of 22 Dec 2007

‘encourages States to support the further study and enhance 

understanding of ocean iron fertilization’ 

Assessment Framework adopted on 14 

Oct 2010



3. Geo-engineering in the 2013 Amendment to 
the 1996 London Protocol

Resolution LP 4(8) To Regulate the Placement of Matter For 
Ocean Fertilization and Other Marine Geoengineering
Activities

Definition of geoengineering:

- a deliberate intervention in the marine environment 

- to manipulate natural processes, including to counteract 
anthropogenic climate change and/or its impacts, 

- and that has the potential to result in deleterious effects, 
especially where those effects may be widespread, long 
lasting or severe



Assessment Framework for matter that may be 
considered for placement
Ocean Fertilization

- Only geoengineering activity allowed under the Amendment

- An ocean fertilization activity may only be considered for a permit 
if it is assessed as constituting legitimate scientific research taking 
into account any specific placement assessment framework








