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Bombay	  Shoal	  is	  a	  small,	  oceanic	  and	  shallow	  coral	  atoll	  located	  on	  the	  eastern	  edge	  of	  the	  Spratlys.	  It	  is	  less	  
than	  50NM	  northwest	  of	  the	  island	  of	  Palawan.	  The	  closest	  shallow	  geographic	  feature	  is	  Sabina	  Shoal,	  under	  
25NM	  northwest.	  Investigator	  Northeast	  Shoal	  and	  Royal	  Captain	  Shoal	  (just	  over	  12NM	  from	  each	  other)	  are	  
just	  over	  and	  under	  30NM	  southwest,	  respectively.	  Shaped	  like	  an	  elongated	  ring,	  Bombay	  Shoal	  is	  2.4km	  long	  
(northeast-‐southwest	  axis)	  by	  1.6km	  wide	  (northwest-‐southeast	  axis).	  	  
	  
There	  are	  no	  
visible	  above-‐
water	  land	  
areas	  in	  this	  
2012	  satellite	  
image.	  	  
	  
There	  are	  no	  
man-‐made	  
structures	  on	  
this	  reef	  as	  at	  
11	  February	  
2012.	  
	  
The	  aerial	  
coverage	  of	  this	  
atoll	  is	  3.07km2	  
comprising	  a	  
reef	  flat	  of	  
1.35km2,	  a	  
lagoon	  of	  
1.37km2	  and	  a	  
reef	  slope	  of	  
0.34km2.	  The	  
reef	  flat	  
surrounds	  the	  
lagoon	  in	  a	  
regular	  ring	  
that	  is	  200-‐
400m	  wide	  and	  
approximatively	  
6km	  long.	  It	  is	  
mostly	  1.5-‐2m	  
deep,	  
deepening	  
significantly	  
towards	  the	  
edge	  of	  the	  
lagoon.	  The	  
reef	  flat	  is	  
expected	  to	  remain	  fully	  submerged	  at	  Lowest	  Astronomical	  Tide	  as	  the	  sea	  level	  decreases	  by	  1.19m.	  It	  can	  
be	  deduced	  from	  the	  narrowness	  of	  the	  visible	  part	  of	  the	  reef	  slope	  that	  it	  is	  steep.	  The	  lagoon	  is	  1.6km	  long	  
by	  over	  1km	  wide.	  The	  banks	  of	  the	  lagoon	  are	  steep	  and	  it	  is	  mostly	  10-‐13m	  deep	  (although	  the	  depth	  of	  the	  
central	  part	  could	  not	  be	  calculated).	  
	  
No	  dredging	  marks	  are	  visible	  in	  the	  11	  February	  2012	  satellite	  image.	  Two	  25m-‐	  and	  35m-‐long	  vessels	  
resembling	  fishing	  vessels	  may	  be	  seen	  over	  the	  reef	  slope,	  on	  the	  southwestern	  side	  of	  the	  reef.	  
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