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This	
  unnamed	
  reef	
  is	
  a	
  submerged	
  and	
  oval	
  coral	
  reef	
  platform	
  located	
  on	
  the	
  southeast-­‐facing	
  side	
  of	
  Union	
  
Reefs	
  between	
  Grierson	
  Reef	
  (around	
  1.66NM	
  northeast)	
  and	
  Tetley	
  Reef	
  (just	
  over	
  1NM	
  southwest).	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  
less	
  than	
  2NM	
  to	
  Hughes	
  Reef,	
  marking	
  the	
  narrowest	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  elongated	
  Union	
  Reefs	
  atoll.	
  This	
  reef	
  
platform	
  extends	
  1.7km	
  along	
  its	
  northwest-­‐southeast	
  axis	
  and	
  1km	
  along	
  its	
  northeast-­‐southwest	
  axis.	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  no	
  above-­‐water	
  
land	
  areas	
  visible	
  in	
  this	
  2011	
  
satellite	
  image.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

There	
  are	
  no	
  visible	
  man-­‐
made	
  structures	
  visible	
  on	
  
this	
  reef	
  platform	
  as	
  at	
  26	
  
January	
  2015.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  oval	
  reef	
  platform	
  
comprises	
  a	
  reef	
  flat	
  that	
  
covers	
  an	
  area	
  of	
  0.35km2,	
  a	
  
lagoon	
  that	
  covers	
  an	
  area	
  of	
  
0.43km2	
  and	
  a	
  reef	
  slope	
  that	
  
covers	
  an	
  area	
  of	
  0.86km2.	
  
The	
  reef	
  flat	
  is	
  located	
  on	
  the	
  
southeastern	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  
lagoon	
  and	
  is	
  mostly	
  
1.4-­‐3.5m	
  deep	
  when	
  the	
  sea	
  
level	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  10cm	
  
below	
  Mean	
  Sea	
  Level,	
  
meaning	
  that	
  this	
  coral	
  
platform	
  is	
  always	
  fully	
  
submerged,	
  even	
  at	
  Lowest	
  
Astronomical	
  Tide	
  (when	
  the	
  
sea	
  level	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  
decrease	
  by	
  1m).	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  lagoon	
  is	
  characterised	
  
by	
  large	
  knolls	
  and	
  a	
  
reticulate	
  reef	
  system.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  
4-­‐7m	
  deep	
  lagoon.	
  
Pronounced	
  spurs	
  and	
  
grooves	
  are	
  visible	
  on	
  the	
  
reef	
  slope	
  in	
  areas	
  totaling	
  0.47km2.	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  no	
  traces	
  of	
  human	
  activities	
  visible	
  in	
  the	
  2011	
  satellite	
  image	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  26	
  February	
  2014	
  and	
  26	
  
January	
  2015	
  satellite	
  images	
  viewable	
  on	
  Google	
  Earth.	
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