
This talk examines the institutional 
arrangements of selected international 
organisations that operate in the marine 
environmental sphere. Specifically, it 
investigates the role and structure of the 
respective scientific/technical arms that 
typically take the form of a subsidiary/advisory 
body within the international organisations’
set-up. This exercise reveals the extent to 
which scientific and technical bodies are able 
to participate in (and influence the direction of) 
law- and decision-making processes and what 
levels of deference are accorded to their 
expertise. The presentation will discuss the 
preliminary findings of this research project, 
which clearly indicate that scientific and 
technical advice is gaining increased attention 
particularly in cases where the protection of 
the marine environment is at the forefront of 
the discourse. It will primarily focus on the 
Legal and Technical Commission of the 
International Seabed Authority (ISA) and its 
influence on the law- and decision-making 
processes pertaining to the regulation of deep 
seabed mining in the international seabed 
area. 
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