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PART II TERRITORIAL SEA AND CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 3. INNOCENT PASSAGE IN THE TERRITORIAL SEA 

SUBSECTION A. RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL SHIPS 

Article 19 Meaning of Innocent Passage 

1. Passage is innocent so long as it is not prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of the 

coastal State. Such passage shall take place in conformity with this Convention and with other 

rules of international law. 

2. Passage of a foreign ship shall be considered to be prejudicial to the peace, good order or 

security of the coastal State if in the territorial sea it engages in any of the following activities: 

(a) any threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political 

independence of the coastal State, or in any other manner in violation of the principles of 

international law embodied in the Charter of the United Nations; 

(b) any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind; 

(c) any act aimed at collecting information to the prejudice of the defence or security of the 

coastal State; 

(d) any act of propaganda aimed at affecting the defence or security of the coastal State; 

(e) the launching, landing or taking on board of any aircraft; 

(f) the launching, landing or taking on board of any military device; 

(g) the loading or unloading of any commodity, currency or person contrary to the customs, 

fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and regulations of the coastal State; 

(h) any act of wilful and serious pollution contrary to this Convention; 

(i) any fishing activities; 
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(j) the carrying out of research or survey activities; 

(k) any act aimed at interfering with any systems of communication or any other facilities or 

installations of the coastal State; 

(l) any other activity not having a direct bearing on passage. 

Article 21 Laws and Regulations of the Coastal State Relating to Innocent Passage 

1. The coastal State may adopt laws and regulations, in conformity with the provisions of this 

Convention and other rules of international law, relating to innocent passage through the 

territorial sea, in respect of all or any of the following: 

(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of maritime traffic; 

(b) the protection of navigational aids and facilities and other facilities or installations; 

(c) the protection of cables and pipelines; 

(d) the conservation of the living resources of the sea; 

(e) the prevention of infringement of the fisheries laws and regulations of the coastal State; 

(f) the preservation of the environment of the coastal State and the prevention, reduction 

and control of pollution thereof; 

(g) marine scientific research and hydrographic surveys; 

(h) the prevention of infringement of the customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and 

regulations of the coastal State. 

2. Such laws and regulations shall not apply to the design, construction, manning or equipment 

of foreign ships unless they are giving effect to generally accepted international rules or 

standards. 

3. The coastal State shall give due publicity to all such laws and regulations. 

4. Foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea shall comply 

with all such laws and regulations and all generally accepted international regulations relating to 

the prevention of collisions at sea. 

Article 22 Sea Lanes and Traffic Separation Schemes in the Territorial Sea 

1. The coastal State may, where necessary having regard to the safety of navigation, require 

foreign ships exercising the right of innocent passage through its territorial sea to use such sea 

lanes and traffic separation schemes as it may designate or prescribe for the regulation of the 

passage of ships. 

2. In particular, tankers, nuclear-powered ships and ships carrying nuclear or other inherently 

dangerous or noxious substances or materials may be required to confine their passage to such 

sea lanes. 
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3. In the designation of sea lanes and the prescription of traffic separation schemes under this 

article, the coastal State shall take into account: 

(a) the recommendations of the competent international organization; 

(b) any channels customarily used for international navigation; 

(c) the special characteristics of particular ships and channels; and 

(d) the density of traffic. 

4. The coastal State shall clearly indicate such sea lanes and traffic separation schemes on 

charts to which due publicity shall be given. 

Article 23 Foreign Nuclear-Powered Ships and Ships Carrying Nuclear or Other 

Inherently Dangerous or Noxious Substances 

Foreign nuclear-powered ships and ships carrying nuclear or other inherently dangerous or 

noxious substances shall, when exercising the right of innocent passage through the territorial 

sea, carry documents and observe special precautionary measures established for such ships 

by international agreements. 

PART III STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION 

SECTION 2. TRANSIT PASSAGE 

Article 39 Duties of Ships and Aircraft during Transit Passage 

1. Ships and aircraft, while exercising the right of transit passage, shall: 

(a) proceed without delay through or over the strait; 

(b) refrain from any threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or 

political independence of States bordering the strait, or in any other manner in violation of 

the principles of international law embodied in the Charter of the United Nations; 

(c) refrain from any activities other than those incident to their normal modes of continuous 

and expeditious transit unless rendered necessary by force majeure or by distress; 

(d) comply with other relevant provisions of this Part. 

2. Ships in transit passage shall: 

(a) comply with generally accepted international regulations, procedures and practices for 

safety at sea, including the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea; 

(b) comply with generally accepted international regulations, procedures and practices for 

the prevention, reduction and control of pollution from ships. 

3. Aircraft in transit passage shall: 
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(a) observe the Rules of the Air established by the International Civil Aviation Organization 

as they apply to civil aircraft; state aircraft will normally comply with such safety measures 

and will at all times operate with due regard for the safety of navigation; 

(b) at all times monitor the radio frequency assigned by the competent internationally 

designated air traffic control authority or the appropriate international distress radio 

frequency. 

Article 41 Sea Lanes and Traffic Separation Schemes in Straits Used for International 

Navigation 

1. In conformity with this Part, States bordering straits may designate sea lanes and prescribe 

traffic separation schemes for navigation in straits where necessary to promote the safe 

passage of ships. 

2. Such States may, when circumstances require, and after giving due publicity thereto, 

substitute other sea lanes or traffic separation schemes for any sea lanes or traffic separation 

schemes previously designated or prescribed by them. 

3. Such sea lanes and traffic separation schemes shall conform to generally accepted 

international regulations. 

4. Before designating or substituting sea lanes or prescribing or substituting traffic separation 

schemes, States bordering straits shall refer proposals to the competent international 

organization with a view to their adoption. The organization may adopt only such sea lanes and 

traffic separation schemes as may be agreed with the States bordering the straits, after which 

the States may designate, prescribe or substitute them. 

5. In respect of a strait where sea lanes or traffic separation schemes through the waters of two 

or more States bordering the strait are being proposed, the States concerned shall cooperate in 

formulating proposals in consultation with the competent international organization. 

6. States bordering straits shall clearly indicate all sea lanes and traffic separation schemes 

designated or prescribed by them on charts to which due publicity shall be given. 

7. Ships in transit passage shall respect applicable sea lanes and traffic separation schemes 

established in accordance with this article. 

Article 42 Laws and Regulations of States Bordering Straits Relating to Transit Passage 

1. Subject to the provisions of this section, States bordering straits may adopt laws and 

regulations relating to transit passage through straits, in respect of all or any of the following: 

(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of maritime traffic, as provided in article 41; 

(b) the prevention, reduction and control of pollution, by giving effect to applicable 

international regulations regarding the discharge of oil, oily wastes and other noxious 

substances in the strait; 
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(c) with respect to fishing vessels, the prevention of fishing, including the stowage of fishing 

gear; 

(d) the loading or unloading of any commodity, currency or person in contravention of the 

customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and regulations of States bordering straits. 

2. Such laws and regulations shall not discriminate in form or in fact among foreign ships or in 

their application have the practical effect of denying, hampering or impairing the right of transit 

passage as defined in this section. 

3. States bordering straits shall give due publicity to all such laws and regulations. 

4. Foreign ships exercising the right of transit passage shall comply with such laws and 

regulations. 

5. The flag State of a ship or the State of registry of an aircraft entitled to sovereign immunity 

which acts in a manner contrary to such laws and regulations or other provisions of this Part 

shall bear international responsibility for any loss or damage which results to States bordering 

straits. 

Article 43 Navigational and Safety Aids and Other Improvements  and the Prevention, 

Reduction and Control of Pollution 

User States and States bordering a strait should by agreement cooperate: 

(a) in the establishment and maintenance in a strait of necessary navigational and safety aids or 

other improvements in aid of international navigation; and 

(b) for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution from ships. 

PART IV ARCHIPELAGIC STATES 

Article 53 Right of Archipelagic Sea Lanes Passage 

1. An archipelagic State may designate sea lanes and air routes thereabove, suitable for the 

continuous and expeditious passage of foreign ships and aircraft through or over its archipelagic 

waters and the adjacent territorial sea. 

2. All ships and aircraft enjoy the right of archipelagic sea lanes passage in such sea lanes and 

air routes. 

3. Archipelagic sea lanes passage means the exercise in accordance with this Convention of 

the rights of navigation and overflight in the normal mode solely for the purpose of continuous, 

expeditious and unobstructed transit between one part of the high seas or an exclusive 

economic zone and another part of the high seas or an exclusive economic zone. 

4. Such sea lanes and air routes shall traverse the archipelagic waters and the adjacent 

territorial sea and shall include all normal passage routes used as routes for international 

navigation or overflight through or over archipelagic waters and, within such routes, so far as 
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ships are concerned, all normal navigational channels, provided that duplication of routes of 

similar convenience between the same entry and exit points shall not be necessary. 

5. Such sea lanes and air routes shall be defined by a series of continuous axis lines from the 

entry points of passage routes to the exit points. Ships and aircraft in archipelagic sea lanes 

passage shall not deviate more than 25 nautical miles to either side of such axis lines during 

passage, provided that such ships and aircraft shall not navigate closer to the coasts than 10 

per cent of the distance between the nearest points on islands bordering the sea lane. 

6. An archipelagic State which designates sea lanes under this article may also prescribe traffic 

separation schemes for the safe passage of ships through narrow channels in such sea lanes. 

7. An archipelagic State may, when circumstances require, after giving due publicity thereto, 

substitute other sea lanes or traffic separation schemes for any sea lanes or traffic separation 

schemes previously designated or prescribed by it. 

8. Such sea lanes and traffic separation schemes shall conform to generally accepted 

international regulations. 

9. In designating or substituting sea lanes or prescribing or substituting traffic separation 

schemes, an archipelagic State shall refer proposals to the competent international organization 

with a view to their adoption. The organization may adopt only such sea lanes and traffic 

separation schemes as may be agreed with the archipelagic State, after which the archipelagic 

State may designate, prescribe or substitute them. 

10. The archipelagic State shall clearly indicate the axis of the sea lanes and the traffic 

separation schemes designated or prescribed by it on charts to which due publicity shall be 

given. 

11. Ships in archipelagic sea lanes passage shall respect applicable sea lanes and traffic 

separation schemes established in accordance with this article. 

12. If an archipelagic State does not designate sea lanes or air routes, the right of archipelagic 

sea lanes passage may be exercised through the routes normally used for international 

navigation. 

Article 54 Duties of Ships and Aircraft during Their Passage, Research and Survey 

Activities, Duties of the Archipelagic State and Laws and Regulations of the 

Archipelagic State Relating to Archipelagic Sea Lanes Passage 

Articles 39, 40, 42 and 44 apply mutatis mutandis to archipelagic sea lanes passage. 

PART V EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

Article 56 Rights, Jurisdiction and Duties of the Coastal State in the Exclusive Economic 

Zone 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, the coastal State has: 
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(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing 

the natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the waters superjacent to the seabed 

and of the seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the economic 

exploitation and exploration of the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, 

currents and winds; 

(b) jurisdiction as provided for in the relevant provisions of this Convention with regard to: 

(i) the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; 

(ii) marine scientific research; 

(iii) the protection and preservation of the marine environment; 

(c) other rights and duties provided for in this Convention. 

2. In exercising its rights and performing its duties under this Convention in the exclusive 

economic zone, the coastal State shall have due regard to the rights and duties of other States 

and shall act in a manner compatible with the provisions of this Convention. 

3. The rights set out in this article with respect to the seabed and subsoil shall be exercised in 

accordance with Part VI. 

Article 58 Rights and Duties of Other States in the Exclusive Economic Zone 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, all States, whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy, subject to 

the relevant provisions of this Convention, the freedoms referred to in article 87 of navigation 

and overflight and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines, and other internationally 

lawful uses of the sea related to these freedoms, such as those associated with the operation of 

ships, aircraft and submarine cables and pipelines, and compatible with the other provisions of 

this Convention. 

2. Articles 88 to 115 and other pertinent rules of international law apply to the exclusive 

economic zone in so far as they are not incompatible with this Part. 

3. In exercising their rights and performing their duties under this Convention in the exclusive 

economic zone, States shall have due regard to the rights and duties of the coastal State and 

shall comply with the laws and regulations adopted by the coastal State in accordance with the 

provisions of this Convention and other rules of international law in so far as they are not 

incompatible with this Part. 
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PART VII HIGH SEAS 

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 94 Duties of the Flag State 

1. Every State shall effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical 

and social matters over ships flying its flag. 

2. In particular every State shall: 

(a) maintain a register of ships containing the names and particulars of ships flying its flag, 

except those which are excluded from generally accepted international regulations on 

account of their small size; and 

(b) assume jurisdiction under its internal law over each ship flying its flag and its master, 

officers and crew in respect of administrative, technical and social matters concerning the 

ship. 

3. Every State shall take such measures for ships flying its flag as are necessary to ensure 

safety at sea with regard, inter alia, to: 

(a) the construction, equipment and seaworthiness of ships; 

(b) the manning of ships, labour conditions and the training of crews, taking into account the 

applicable international instruments; 

(c) the use of signals, the maintenance of communications and the prevention of collisions. 

4. Such measures shall include those necessary to ensure: 

(a) that each ship, before registration and thereafter at appropriate intervals, is surveyed by 

a qualified surveyor of ships, and has on board such charts, nautical publications and 

navigational equipment and instruments as are appropriate for the safe navigation of the 

ship; 

(b) that each ship is in the charge of a master and officers who possess appropriate 

qualifications, in particular in seamanship, navigation, communications and marine 

engineering, and that the crew is appropriate in qualification and numbers for the type, size, 

machinery and equipment of the ship; 

(c) that the master, officers and, to the extent appropriate, the crew are fully conversant with 

and required to observe the applicable international regulations concerning the safety of life 

at sea, the prevention of collisions, the prevention, reduction and control of marine pollution, 

and the maintenance of communications by radio. 

5. In taking the measures called for in paragraphs 3 and 4 each State is required to conform to 

generally accepted international regulations, procedures and practices and to take any steps 

which may be necessary to secure their observance. 
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6. A State which has clear grounds to believe that proper jurisdiction and control with respect to 

a ship have not been exercised may report the facts to the flag State. Upon receiving such a 

report, the flag State shall investigate the matter and, if appropriate, take any action necessary 

to remedy the situation. 

7. Each State shall cause an inquiry to be held by or before a suitably qualified person or 

persons into every marine casualty or incident of navigation on the high seas involving a ship 

flying its flag and causing loss of life or serious injury to nationals of another State or serious 

damage to ships or installations of another State or to the marine environment. The flag State 

and the other State shall cooperate in the conduct of any inquiry held by that other State into 

any such marine casualty or incident of navigation. 

PART XII PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF THE MARINE 

ENVIRONMENT 

SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 192 General Obligation 

States have the obligation to protect and preserve the marine environment. 

Article 194 Measures to Prevent, Reduce and Control Pollution of the Marine 

Environment 

1. States shall take, individually or jointly as appropriate, all measures consistent with this 

Convention that are necessary to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine 

environment from any source, using for this purpose the best practicable means at their 

disposal and in accordance with their capabilities, and they shall endeavour to harmonize their 

policies in this connection. 

2. States shall take all measures necessary to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction or 

control are so conducted as not to cause damage by pollution to other States and their 

environment, and that pollution arising from incidents or activities under their jurisdiction or 

control does not spread beyond the areas where they exercise sovereign rights in accordance 

with this Convention. 

3. The measures taken pursuant to this Part shall deal with all sources of pollution of the marine 

environment. These measures shall include, inter alia, those designed to minimize to the fullest 

possible extent: 

(a) the release of toxic, harmful or noxious substances, especially those which are persistent, 

from land-based sources, from or through the atmosphere or by dumping; 

(b) pollution from vessels, in particular measures for preventing accidents and dealing with 

emergencies, ensuring the safety of operations at sea, preventing intentional and 
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unintentional discharges, and regulating the design, construction, equipment, operation and 

manning of vessels; 

(c) pollution from installations and devices used in exploration or exploitation of the natural 

resources of the seabed and subsoil, in particular measures for preventing accidents and 

dealing with emergencies, ensuring the safety of operations at sea, and regulating the 

design, construction, equipment, operation and manning of such installations or devices; 

(d) pollution from other installations and devices operating in the marine environment, in 

particular measures for preventing accidents and dealing with emergencies, ensuring the 

safety of operations at sea, and regulating the design, construction, equipment, operation 

and manning of such installations or devices. 

4. In taking measures to prevent, reduce or control pollution of the marine environment, States 

shall refrain from unjustifiable interference with activities carried out by other States in the 

exercise of their rights and in pursuance of their duties in conformity with this Convention. 

5. The measures taken in accordance with this Part shall include those necessary to protect and 

preserve rare or fragile ecosystems as well as the habitat of depleted, threatened or 

endangered species and other forms of marine life. 

SECTION 2. GLOBAL AND REGIONAL COOPERATION 

Article 197 Cooperation on a Global or Regional Basis 

States shall cooperate on a global basis and, as appropriate, on a regional basis, directly or 

through competent international organizations, in formulating and elaborating international rules, 

standards and recommended practices and procedures consistent with this Convention, for the 

protection and preservation of the marine environment, taking into account characteristic 

regional features. 

SECTION 5. INTERNATIONAL RULES AND NATIONAL LEGISLATION TO 

PREVENT, REDUCE AND CONTROL POLLUTION OF THE MARINE 

ENVIRONMENT 

Article 211 Pollution from Vessels 

1. States, acting through the competent international organization or general diplomatic 

conference, shall establish international rules and standards to prevent, reduce and control 

pollution of the marine environment from vessels and promote the adoption, in the same 

manner, wherever appropriate, of routing systems designed to minimize the threat of accidents 

which might cause pollution of the marine environment, including the coastline, and pollution 

damage to the related interests of coastal States. Such rules and standards shall, in the same 

manner, be re-examined from time to time as necessary. 
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2. States shall adopt laws and regulations for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution 

of the marine environment from vessels flying their flag or of their registry. Such laws and 

regulations shall at least have the same effect as that of generally accepted international rules 

and standards established through the competent international organization or general 

diplomatic conference. 

3. States which establish particular requirements for the prevention, reduction and control of 

pollution of the marine environment as a condition for the entry of foreign vessels into their ports 

or internal waters or for a call at their off-shore terminals shall give due publicity to such 

requirements and shall communicate them to the competent international organization. 

Whenever such requirements are established in identical form by two or more coastal States in 

an endeavour to harmonize policy, the communication shall indicate which States are 

participating in such cooperative arrangements. Every State shall require the master of a vessel 

flying its flag or of its registry, when navigating within the territorial sea of a State participating in 

such cooperative arrangements, to furnish, upon the request of that State, information as to 

whether it is proceeding to a State of the same region participating in such cooperative 

arrangements and, if so, to indicate whether it complies with the port entry requirements of that 

State. This article is without prejudice to the continued exercise by a vessel of its right of 

innocent passage or to the application of article 25, paragraph 2. 

4. Coastal States may, in the exercise of their sovereignty within their territorial sea, adopt laws 

and regulations for the prevention, reduction and control of marine pollution from foreign vessels, 

including vessels exercising the right of innocent passage. Such laws and regulations shall, in 

accordance with Part II, section 3, not hamper innocent passage of foreign vessels. 

5. Coastal States, for the purpose of enforcement as provided for in section 6, may in respect of 

their exclusive economic zones adopt laws and regulations for the prevention, reduction and 

control of pollution from vessels conforming to and giving effect to generally accepted 

international rules and standards established through the competent international organization 

or general diplomatic conference. 

6.  

(a) Where the international rules and standards referred to in paragraph 1 are inadequate to 

meet special circumstances and coastal States have reasonable grounds for believing that a 

particular, clearly defined area of their respective exclusive economic zones is an area 

where the adoption of special mandatory measures for the prevention of pollution from 

vessels is required for recognized technical reasons in relation to its oceanographical and 

ecological conditions, as well as its utilization or the protection of its resources and the 

particular character of its traffic, the coastal States, after appropriate consultations through 

the competent international organization with any other States concerned, may, for that area, 

direct a communication to that organization, submitting scientific and technical evidence in 

support and information on necessary reception facilities. Within 12 months after receiving 

such a communication, the organization shall determine whether the conditions in that area 

correspond to the requirements set out above. If the organization so determines, the coastal 

States may, for that area, adopt laws and regulations for the prevention, reduction and 

control of pollution from vessels implementing such international rules and standards or 
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navigational practices as are made applicable, through the organization, for special areas. 

These laws and regulations shall not become applicable to foreign vessels until 15 months 

after the submission of the communication to the organization. 

(b) The coastal States shall publish the limits of any such particular, clearly defined area. 

(c) If the coastal States intend to adopt additional laws and regulations for the same area for 

the prevention, reduction and control of pollution from vessels, they shall, when submitting 

the aforesaid communication, at the same time notify the organization thereof. Such 

additional laws and regulations may relate to discharges or navigational practices but shall 

not require foreign vessels to observe design, construction, manning or equipment 

standards other than generally accepted international rules and standards; they shall 

become applicable to foreign vessels 15 months after the submission of the communication 

to the organization, provided that the organization agrees within 12 months after the 

submission of the communication. 

7. The international rules and standards referred to in this article should include inter alia those 

relating to prompt notification to coastal States, whose coastline or related interests may be 

affected by incidents, including maritime casualties, which involve discharges or probability of 

discharges. 

SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT 

Article 217 Enforcement by Flag States 

1. States shall ensure compliance by vessels flying their flag or of their registry with applicable 

international rules and standards, established through the competent international organization 

or general diplomatic conference, and with their laws and regulations adopted in accordance 

with this Convention for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine 

environment from vessels and shall accordingly adopt laws and regulations and take other 

measures necessary for their implementation. Flag States shall provide for the effective 

enforcement of such rules, standards, laws and regulations, irrespective of where a violation 

occurs. 

2. States shall, in particular, take appropriate measures in order to ensure that vessels flying 

their flag or of their registry are prohibited from sailing, until they can proceed to sea in 

compliance with the requirements of the international rules and standards referred to in 

paragraph 1, including requirements in respect of design, construction, equipment and manning 

of vessels. 

3. States shall ensure that vessels flying their flag or of their registry carry on board certificates 

required by and issued pursuant to international rules and standards referred to in paragraph 1. 

States shall ensure that vessels flying their flag are periodically inspected in order to verify that 

such certificates are in conformity with the actual condition of the vessels. These certificates 

shall be accepted by other States as evidence of the condition of the vessels and shall be 

regarded as having the same force as certificates issued by them, unless there are clear 
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grounds for believing that the condition of the vessel does not correspond substantially with the 

particulars of the certificates. 

4. If a vessel commits a violation of rules and standards established through the competent 

international organization or general diplomatic conference, the flag State, without prejudice to 

articles 218, 220 and 228, shall provide for immediate investigation and where appropriate 

institute proceedings in respect of the alleged violation irrespective of where the violation 

occurred or where the pollution caused by such violation has occurred or has been spotted. 

5. Flag States conducting an investigation of the violation may request the assistance of any 

other State whose cooperation could be useful in clarifying the circumstances of the case. 

States shall endeavour to meet appropriate requests of flag States. 

6. States shall, at the written request of any State, investigate any violation alleged to have been 

committed by vessels flying their flag. If satisfied that sufficient evidence is available to enable 

proceedings to be brought in respect of the alleged violation, flag States shall without delay 

institute such proceedings in accordance with their laws. 

7. Flag States shall promptly inform the requesting State and the competent international 

organization of the action taken and its outcome. Such information shall be available to all 

States. 

8. Penalties provided for by the laws and regulations of States for vessels flying their flag shall 

be adequate in severity to discourage violations wherever they occur. 

Article 218 Enforcement by Port States 

1. When a vessel is voluntarily within a port or at an off-shore terminal of a State, that State may 

undertake investigations and, where the evidence so warrants, institute proceedings in respect 

of any discharge from that vessel outside the internal waters, territorial sea or exclusive 

economic zone of that State in violation of applicable international rules and standards 

established through the competent international organization or general diplomatic conference. 

2. No proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1 shall be instituted in respect of a discharge violation 

in the internal waters, territorial sea or exclusive economic zone of another State unless 

requested by that State, the flag State, or a State damaged or threatened by the discharge 

violation, or unless the violation has caused or is likely to cause pollution in the internal waters, 

territorial sea or exclusive economic zone of the State instituting the proceedings. 

3. When a vessel is voluntarily within a port or at an off-shore terminal of a State, that State 

shall, as far as practicable, comply with requests from any State for investigation of a discharge 

violation referred to in paragraph 1, believed to have occurred in, caused, or threatened damage 

to the internal waters, territorial sea or exclusive economic zone of the requesting State. It shall 

likewise, as far as practicable, comply with requests from the flag State for investigation of such 

a violation, irrespective of where the violation occurred. 

4. The records of the investigation carried out by a port State pursuant to this article shall be 

transmitted upon request to the flag State or to the coastal State. Any proceedings instituted by 
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the port State on the basis of such an investigation may, subject to section 7, be suspended at 

the request of the coastal State when the violation has occurred within its internal waters, 

territorial sea or exclusive economic zone. The evidence and records of the case, together with 

any bond or other financial security posted with the authorities of the port State, shall in that 

event be transmitted to the coastal State. Such transmittal shall preclude the continuation of 

proceedings in the port State. 

Article 220 Enforcement by Coastal States 

1. When a vessel is voluntarily within a port or at an off-shore terminal of a State, that State may, 

subject to section 7, institute proceedings in respect of any violation of its laws and regulations 

adopted in accordance with this Convention or applicable international rules and standards for 

the prevention, reduction and control of pollution from vessels when the violation has occurred 

within the territorial sea or the exclusive economic zone of that State. 

2. Where there are clear grounds for believing that a vessel navigating in the territorial sea of a 

State has, during its passage therein, violated laws and regulations of that State adopted in 

accordance with this Convention or applicable international rules and standards for the 

prevention, reduction and control of pollution from vessels, that State, without prejudice to the 

application of the relevant provisions of Part II, section 3, may undertake physical inspection of 

the vessel relating to the violation and may, where the evidence so warrants, institute 

proceedings, including detention of the vessel, in accordance with its laws, subject to the 

provisions of section 7. 

3. Where there are clear grounds for believing that a vessel navigating in the exclusive 

economic zone or the territorial sea of a State has, in the exclusive economic zone, committed a 

violation of applicable international rules and standards for the prevention, reduction and control 

of pollution from vessels or laws and regulations of that State conforming and giving effect to 

such rules and standards, that State may require the vessel to give information regarding its 

identity and port of registry, its last and its next port of call and other relevant information 

required to establish whether a violation has occurred. 

4. States shall adopt laws and regulations and take other measures so that vessels flying their 

flag comply with requests for information pursuant to paragraph 3. 

5. Where there are clear grounds for believing that a vessel navigating in the exclusive 

economic zone or the territorial sea of a State has, in the exclusive economic zone, committed a 

violation referred to in paragraph 3 resulting in a substantial discharge causing or threatening 

significant pollution of the marine environment, that State may undertake physical inspection of 

the vessel for matters relating to the violation if the vessel has refused to give information or if 

the information supplied by the vessel is manifestly at variance with the evident factual situation 

and if the circumstances of the case justify such inspection. 

6. Where there is clear objective evidence that a vessel navigating in the exclusive economic 

zone or the territorial sea of a State has, in the exclusive economic zone, committed a violation 

referred to in paragraph 3 resulting in a discharge causing major damage or threat of major 

damage to the coastline or related interests of the coastal State, or to any resources of its 
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territorial sea or exclusive economic zone, that State may, subject to section 7, provided that the 

evidence so warrants, institute proceedings, including detention of the vessel, in accordance 

with its laws. 

7. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 6, whenever appropriate procedures have been 

established, either through the competent international organization or as otherwise agreed, 

whereby compliance with requirements for bonding or other appropriate financial security has 

been assured, the coastal State if bound by such procedures shall allow the vessel to proceed. 

8. The provisions of paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6and 7 also apply in respect of national laws and 

regulations adopted pursuant to article 211, paragraph 6. 
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