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The IMO Strategy - Reconciling different views and interests



Hav – hva nå?

Et panel – en plan

Key question



At what time is it more important to solve the challenge than protecting negative consequences on the existing economy



What is a ship?
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Global
IMOs role in 
global solutions

Regional

Local

The regulatory framework for shipping



A leading role in a society going
through fast changes



Different perspectives - also at the IMO
• Opinion A:

”Shipping is always a soft target”

• Opinion B:
”Shipping is always the last target”



Climate Change – Global change



The IMO mandate on
GHG emissions

estblished through the 
1997 MARPOL 

Conference Resolution 
8 on “CO2 emissions 

from ships”
Sept 1997

1997 2003 2004 2011 2013 2015 2018

Resolution A.963(23)
"IMO Policies and 

Practices related to the 
Reduction of 

Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions from Ships"

Dec 2003

Amendments to 
MARPOL Annex VI – to 
include requirements
on energy efficiency

-
Adopted through a 

vote

July 2011 (MEPC 62)

Tony De Brum (MI):
Proposal to establish a 

GHG emission 
reduction target for 

international shipping 
consistent with 
keeping global 

warming below 1.5°C

MEPC 68 May 2015

IMO Strategy on
Reduction of GHG 

emissions from ships –
Adopted

April 2018 (MEPC 72)

Norway proposes to 
establish an emission

target for international
shipping

March 2004 (MEPC 51)

MARPOL 
requirements on
energy efficiency
enters into force 

January 2013

20172016

Roadmap for 
developing an 

IMO Strategy on
GHG emissions

reduction -
agreed

MEPC 70 (Oct
2016)

Amendments to 
MARPOL Annex
VI adopted – the 
data collection 

system for fuel oil 
consumption of 

ships

MEPC 70 (Oct
2016)

Amendments
to MARPOL 
Annex VI –

the data 
collection 
system for 

fuel oil 
consumption 

of ships
entered into

force
March 2018

Important IMO
Achievements

on Climate Change



Key Challenges
"Vision – levels of ambition – guiding principles"

Meaningful strategy – vs – meaningless strategy

Ambition:
High Ambition – vs – No Ambition

Efficiency only! – vs – efficiency for the ship and efficiency for the sector and 
reducuction of total emissions

Numbers – vs – No numbers

Principles:
Differentiation – vs – No differentiation



Demand for seaborn transport will grow 37% towards 2050

Average growth of 2%/yr to 2030, 

then 0.2%/yr towards 2050

Source: DNV GL

The performance of each individual
ship needs to improve significantly in 

order to reduce the total 
environmental burden of shipping



Norwegian IMO-document:



"We stand here at one of the most historic moments in IMO"
IMO Secretary General - Kitack Lim

"A major step forward in global action to combat climate
Change "

UN Secretary General - António Guterres

13. April 2018



Important elements of the Initial GHG Strategy

.1 carbon intensity of the ship to decline 

through implementation of further

phases of the energy efficiency design index 

(EEDI) for new ships

to review with the aim to strengthen the energy 

efficiency design requirements for ships with the 

percentage improvement for each phase to be 

determined for each ship type, as appropriate;

.2 carbon intensity of international shipping to 

decline

to reduce CO2 emissions per transport work, as 

an average across international shipping, by at 

least 40% by 2030, pursuing efforts towards 70% 

by 2050, compared to 2008; and

.3 GHG emissions from international shipping 

to peak and decline

to peak GHG emissions from international 

shipping as soon as possible and to reduce the 

total annual GHG emissions by at least 50% by 

2050 compared to 2008 whilst pursuing efforts 

towards phasing them out as called for in the 

Vision as a point on a pathway of CO2 emissions 

reduction consistent with the Paris Agreement 
temperature goals.

Extract from the Ambition

Vision: IMO remains committed to reducing GHG emissions from international shipping and, as a matter of urgency, aims to phase them out as soon as possible in this century.



IMO – Follow-up actions on Climate Change

2018-2023 2023-2030 2030 →

Action plan

Initiate GHG-study

Aproach to
Impact on States

Development of
measures such as:

- Energy efficiency
- Assess fuels

- Tech. Cooperation
- National Action Plans

Develop revised
GHG strategy

Development of
measures such as:

Energy efficiency

Implementation
programme for uptake of

low-carbon and zero-
carbon fuels

New and innovative 
emission reduction

mechanism(s)

Develop revised
GHG strategy

Development of
measures such as:

Provisions for low-
carbon and zero-carbon

fuels

Adoption of new and 
innovative emission

reduction mechanism(s)

Develop revised
GHG strategy



PROGRAMME OF FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS OF THE INITIAL IMO STRATEGY ON
REDUCTION OF GHG EMISSIONS FROM SHIPS UP TO 2023



Reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions will be the main
challenge for shipping in the next decades

18

• A range of alternative fuels and technologies are available for 
ships to reduce CO2 emissions.

• Their potential for this purpose varies widely, depending on the 
primary energy source, the fuel processing, the engine 
type/converter, and the supply chain.

• While focusing on GHGs, it is vital to recognize the footprint of 
other types of emission from alternative fuels and 
technologies; mainly NOx, SOx, and PM.

(tank-to-propeller) 

Source: DNV GL

Selandia – first diesel powered ocean going vessel - 1912



Alternative fuels insight platform (https://afi.dnvgl.com)

(https://afi.dnvgl.com)
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• The Planet is living!
• The institutional framework (IMO) is present
• Present rescources, technologies and science is 

advancing rapidly

• Air Pollution
• Ballast water / biofouling
• Ocean pollution
• Ship recycling
• Underwater noise

• Geopolitical changes
• Information and communication

• Climate change
• Microplastics
• Catch up with technology

At what time is it more important to solve the challenge than protecting negative consequences on the existing economy

"To our advantage" "Can be resolved"

"New reality" "Major challenge – Major decissions"



IMO – leading on environmental challenges
Three pilar action

National 
spearhead

policies
–

to introduce 
low/zero 
emission

technologies
and fuels

Development 
and 

implementation
of the

IMO legal 
framework

–
to ensure need

emission
reductions from 

international
shipping

Technical 
Co-operation

–

to ensure the
required

progress at the
IMO and full 

implementation

Thank you for your attention!


