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Outline

Facts about the Arctic region
The legal framework

Cooperation for the protection of the marine
environment

Todays challenges
The way forward
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The Arctic Region
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The Legal Framework

 THE ILULISSAT DECLARATION

“In this regard, we recall
that an extensive
international legal
framework applies to the
Arctic Ocean ... We
therefore see no need to
develop a new
comprehensive
international legal regime
to govern the Arctic
Ocean.’’



Arctic Coastal States’ maritime zones
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Cooperation for the protection of the marine
environment

e 1991- The Arctic Environmental
Protection Strategy

e 1996 - The establishment of the
Arctic Council Arctic Coundll

Arctic Marine Shipping
Assessment 2009 Report

e
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Cooperation for the protection of the marine
environment
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Legally binding instruments
undertaken under the Arctic
Council’s auspices:

« Cooperation on Aeronautical
and Maritime Search and
Rescue in the Arctic (2011)

* Arctic Cooperation on Marine
Oil Pollution Preparedness
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of the Sea



Regulating Arctic activities

. Navigation:
The Polar Code (amending
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Regulating Arctic activities (continues)

3. Resource management:

* RFMOs and bilateral or
regional
organizations/arvangements
(e.g. ICCAT, NAFO, NAFCO
and NEAFC)

«  Agreement on Unregulated
Fishing in the Arctic Ocean

- A moratorium on fishing
- A precautionary approach
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Future Challenges

*  The development of new legal
mechanisms to protect the
Arctic marine environment
(Arctic regional model? BBNJ
process?)

«  Applicability of the
Spitsbergen treaty

* Arctic Coastal States
obligations in relation to
impacts of climate change
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