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1947 CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

Adopted in New York, United States of America on 21 November 1947 

FINAL TEXTS AND REVISED TEXTS OF THE ANNEXES 

(as approved by the specialized agencies as at 1 April 2003) 

ANNEX I
1

 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 

In their application to the International Labour Organisation the standard clauses shall operate subject 

to the following provisions: 

1. Article V (other than paragraph (c) of section 13) and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I), of 

article VII shall extend to the employers' and workers' members and deputy members of the 

Governing Body of the International Labour Organisation and their substitutes, except that any 

waiver of the immunity of any such person member under section 16 shall be by the Governing 

Body. 

2. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director­General of the International Labour 

Office and any Assistant Director-General of the International Labour Office. 

3. (i) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organisation shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage;  

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to 

continue notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on 

committees of, or employed on missions for, the Organisation; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Government on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Organisation. 

(ii) In connexion with (d) of 3 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organisation in the interests of 

the Organisation and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organisation shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 14 September 1948. 
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where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organisation. 
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ANNEX II1 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

In their application to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter called 

"the Organization") the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the Chairman of 

the Council of the Organization, except that any waiver of the immunity of the Chairman under 

section 16 shall be by the Council of the Organization. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions; 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Organization. 

(ii) In connexion with (d) of 2 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right 

and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where in its opinion the immunity 

would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of 

the Organization. 

3. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director­ General of the Organization. 

ANNEX II2 (REVISED TEXT) 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

In their application to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter called 

"the Organization") the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the Chairman of 

the Council of the Organization and to the representatives of Associate Members, except that 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 13 December 1948. 
2 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 26 May 1960. 
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any waiver of the immunity of the Chairman under section 16 shall be by the Council of the 

Organization. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connection with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Organization and, for the purpose of their communications with the 

Organization, the right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by 

courier or in sealed bags. 

(ii) In connexion with (d) of 2 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right 

and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where in its opinion the immunity 

would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of 

the Organization. 

3. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to the Deputy Director­General of the Organization. 

ANNEX II1 (SECOND REVISED TEXT) 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

In their application to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter called 

"the Organization") the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the Chairman of 

the Council of the Organization and to the representatives of Associate Members, except that 

any waiver of the immunity of the Chairman under section 16 shall be by the Council of the 

Organization. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 28 December 1965. 
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(a) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Organization and, for the purpose of their communications with the 

Organization, the right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by 

courier or in sealed bags. 

(ii) In connexion with (d) of 2 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right 

and the duty to waive the immunity of any experts in any case where in its opinion the immunity 

would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of 

the Organization. 

3. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall be accorded to the Deputy Director-General and the Assistant Directors-General 

of the Organization. 
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ANNEX III1  

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION 

The standard clauses shall operate in respect to the International Civil Aviation Organization 

(hereinafter called "the Organization" subject to the following provisions: 

1. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to the President of the Council of the Organization. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) Immunity from legal process of every kind in respect of words spoken or written or acts 

done by them in the performance of their official functions, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Organization. 

(ii) In connexion with (d) of 2 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 11 August 1948. 
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ANNEX IV1  

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

The standard clauses shall operate in respect to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") subject to the following provisions: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the President of 

the Conference and members of the Executive Board of the Organization, their substitutes and 

advisers, except that any waiver of the immunity of any such person of the Executive Board 

under section 16 shall be by the Executive Board. 

2. The Deputy Director-General of the Organization, his spouse and minor children shall also 

enjoy the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys in 

accordance with international law, which article VI, section 21, of the Convention ensures to 

the executive head of each specialized agency. 

3. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(ii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 7 February 1949. 
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ANNEX V1  

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 

In its application to the International Monetary Fund (hereinafter called "the Fund"), the Convention 

(including this annex) shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences arising out of the interpretation 

or application of privileges and immunities which are derived by the Fund solely from this 

Convention and are not included in those which it can claim under its Articles of Agreement or 

otherwise. 

2. The provisions of the Convention (including this annex) do not modify or amend or require the 

modification or amendment of the Articles of Agreement of the Fund or impair or limit any of the 

rights, immunities, privileges or exemptions conferred upon the Fund or any of its members, 

Governors, Executive Directors, alternates, officers or employees by the Articles of Agreement 

of the Fund, or by any statute, law or regulation of any member of the Fund or any political 

subdivision of any such member, or otherwise. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 9 May 1949. 
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ANNEX VI1  

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

In its application to the International Bank For Reconstruction and Development (hereinafter called "the 

Bank"), the Convention (including this annex) shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. The following shall be substituted for section 4: 

"Actions may be brought against the Bank only in a court of competent jurisdiction in the 

territories of a member of the Bank in which the Bank has an office, has appointed an agent for 

the purpose of accepting service or notice of process, or has issued or guaranteed securities. 

No actions shall, however, be brought by members or persons acting for or deriving claims from 

members. The property and assets of the Bank shall, wheresoever located and by whomsoever 

held, be immune from all forms of seizure, attachment of execution before the delivery of final 

judgment against the Bank." 

2. Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences arising out of the interpretation 

or application of privileges and immunities which are derived by the Bank solely from this 

Convention and are not included in those which it can claim under its Articles of Agreement or 

otherwise. 

3. The provisions of the Convention (including this annex) do not modify or amend or require the 

modification or amendment of the Articles of Agreement of the Bank or impair or limit any of the 

rights, immunities, privileges or exemptions conferred upon the Bank or any of its members, 

Governors, Executive Directors, alternates, officers or employees by the Articles of Agreement 

of the Bank, or by any statute, law or regulation of any member of the Bank or any political 

subdivision of any such member, or otherwise. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 29 April 1949. 
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ANNEX VII1  

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the World Health Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") the standard 

clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to persons designated 

to serve on the Executive Board of the Organization, their alternates and advisers, except that 

any waiver of the immunity of any such persons under section 16 shall be by the Board. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(e) The right to use codes and to receive documents and correspondence by courier or in 

sealed dispatch bags for their communications with the World Health Organization. 

(ii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

ANNEX VII2 (REVISED TEXT) 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the World Health Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") the standard 

clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to persons designated 

to serve on the Executive Board of the Organization, their alternates and advisers, except that 

any waiver of the immunity of such persons under section 16 shall be by the Executive Board. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 2 August 1948. 
2 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 1 June 1950. 

http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg/


1947 CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

UNOFFICIAL TEXT · CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW · www.cil.nus.edu.sg                  Page 12 of 25 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(e) For the purposes of their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes 

and to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags. 

(ii) The privileges and immunities set forth in paragraphs (b) and (e) above shall be accorded to 

persons serving on Expert Advisory Panels of the Organization in the exercise of their functions 

as such. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

3.  Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the representatives 

of associate members participating in the work of the Organization in accordance with articles 

8 and 47 of the Constitution. 

ANNEX VII1 (SECOND REVISED TEXT) 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the World Health Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") the standard 

clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to persons designated 

to serve on the Executive Board of the Organization, their alternates and advisers, except that 

any waiver of the immunity of such persons under section 16 shall be by the Executive Board. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 1 July 1957. 
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(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(e) For the purposes of their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes 

and to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags. 

(ii) The privileges and immunities set forth in paragraphs (b) and (e) above shall be accorded to 

persons serving on Expert Advisory Panels of the Organization in the exercise of their functions 

as such. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization 

3. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the representatives 

of associate members participating in the work of the Organization in accordance with articles 

8 and 47 of the Constitution. 

4. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director­ General of the Organization. 

ANNEX VII1 (THIRD REVISED TEXT) 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the World Health Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") the standard 

clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to persons designated 

to serve on the Executive Board of the Organization, their alternates and advisers, except that 

any waiver of the immunity of such persons under section 16 shall be by the Board. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 25 July 1958. 
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notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(e) For the purposes of their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes 

and to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags. 

(ii) The privileges and immunities set forth in paragraphs (b) and (e) above shall be accorded 

to persons serving on Expert Advisory Panels of the Organization in the exercise of their 

functions as such. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the interests of 

the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

3. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the representatives 

of Associate Members participating in the work of the Organization in accordance with articles 

8 and 47 of the Constitution. 

4. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director­ General, Assistant Director-General 

and Regional Director of the Organization. 
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ANNEX VIII1  

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 

[Translation] 

The standard clauses shall apply without modification. 

ANNEX IX2  

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION 

The standard clauses shall apply without modification except that the International Telecommunication 

Union shall not claim for itself the enjoyment of privileged treatment with regard to the "Facilities in 

respect of communications" provided in article IV, section 11. 

ANNEX X3  

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION 

The standard clauses shall apply without modification. 

ANNEX XI4  

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

The standard clauses shall apply without modification. 

ANNEX XII5  

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

1. The privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in article VI, section 21 of the 

standard clauses, shall be accorded to the Secretary­General of the Organization and to the 

Secretary of the Maritime Safety Committee, provided that the provisions of this paragraph shall 

not require the Member in whose territory the Organization has its Headquarters to apply article 

VI, section 21 of the standard clauses to any person who is its national. 

2. (a)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, or 

performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and immunities 

so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including time spent on journeys 

in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(i) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(ii) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, or 

employed on missions for, the Organization; 

 
1 Authentic French text received by the Secretary-General on 11 July 1949. 
2 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 16 January 1951. 
3 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 4 April 1949. The Organization was dissolved by resolution 108, 

adopted by the General Council of the International Refugee Organization on 15 February 1952. 
4 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 29 December 1951. 
5 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 12 February 1959. 

http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg/


1947 CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

UNOFFICIAL TEXT · CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW · www.cil.nus.edu.sg                  Page 16 of 25 

(iii) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of their 

personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on temporary official 

missions; 

(iv) inviolability for all papers and documents relating to the work on which they are engaged 

for the Organization; 

(v) the right to use codes and to receive documents and correspondence by courier or in 

sealed dispatch bags for their communications with the Inter-Governmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization. 

In connexion with section 2(a) (iv) and (v) above the principle contained in the last sentence of 

section 12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(b) Privileges and immunities are granted to such experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right 

and duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where, in its opinion, the immunity would 

impede the course of justice and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the 

Organization. 

ANNEX XII1 (REVISED TEXT) 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

1. The privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in article VI, section 21 of the 

standard clauses, shall be accorded to the Secretary­ General of the Organization, to the Deputy 

Secretary-General and to the Secretary of the Maritime Safety Committee, provided that the 

provisions of this paragraph shall not require the Member in whose territory the Organization has 

its Headquarters to apply article VI, section 21 of the standard clauses to any person who is its 

national. 

2. (a)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, or 

performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and immunities 

so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including time spent on journeys 

in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

(i) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(ii) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, or 

employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(iii) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of their 

personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on temporary official 

missions; 

(iv) inviolability for all papers and documents relating to the work on which they are engaged 

for the Organization; 

 
1Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 9 July 1968. 
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(v) the right to use codes and to receive documents and correspondence by courier or in 

sealed dispatch bags for their communications with the Inter-Governmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization. 

In connexion with section 2 (a) (iv) and (v) above, the principle contained in the last sentence 

of section 12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(b)  Privileges and immunities are granted to such experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right 

and duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where, in its opinion, the immunity would 

impede the course of justice and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the 

Organization. 

ANNEX XII1 (SECOND REVISED TEXT) 

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION  

The privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in article VI, section 21 of the 

standard clauses, shall be accorded to the Secretary-General of the Organization, to the Deputy 

Secretary-General, to the Secretary of the Maritime Safety Committee and to the Directors of the 

Administrative Division, the Technical Co-operation Division, the Legal Affairs and External Relations 

Division, the Conference Division and the Marine Environment Division, provided that the provisions of 

this paragraph shall not require the Member in whose territory the Organization has its Headquarters 

to apply article VI, section 21 of the standard clauses to any person who is its national. If the 

Organization changes the titles of any of the Director posts at any time, the holders for the time being 

of such posts shall continue to be accorded the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities 

referred to in this paragraph. 

(a) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including time 

spent on journeys in connection with service on such committees or missions: 

(i) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(ii) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, or 

employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(iii) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(iv) inviolability for all papers and documents relating to the work on which they are engaged 

for the Organization; and 

(v) the right to use codes and to receive documents and correspondence by courier or in 

sealed dispatch bags for their communications with the International Maritime 

Organization. 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 8 April 2002. 
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In connection with section 2(a) (iv) and (v) above, the principle contained in the last sentence 

of section 12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(b) Privileges and immunities are granted to such experts in the interests of the Organization 

and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization shall have 

the right and duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where, in its opinion, the 

immunity would impede the course of justice and it can be waived without prejudice to the 

interests of the Organization. 
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ANNEX XIII1  

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION 

In its application to the International Finance Corporation (hereinafter called "The Corporation") the 

Convention (including this annex) shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. The following shall be substituted for Section 4: 

"Actions may be brought against the Corporation only in a court of competent jurisdiction in the 

territories of a member in which the Corporation has an office, has appointed an agent for the 

purpose of accepting service or notice of process, or has issued or guaranteed securities. No 

actions shall, however, be brought by members or persons acting for or deriving claims from 

members. The property and assets of the Corporation shall, wheresoever located and by 

whomsoever held, be immune from all forms of seizure, attachment or execution before the 

delivery of final judgment against the Corporation." 

2. Paragraph (b) of section 7 of the standard clauses shall apply to the Corporation subject to 

article III, section 5 of the Articles of Agreement of the Corporation. 

3. The Corporation in its discretion may waive any of the privileges and immunities conferred 

under article VI of its Articles of Agreement to such extent and upon such conditions as it may 

determine. 

4. Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences arising out of the interpretation 

or application of privileges and immunities which are derived by the Corporation from this 

Convention and are not included in those which it can claim under its Articles of Agreement or 

otherwise. 

5. The provisions of the Convention (including this annex) do not modify or amend or require the 

modification or amendment of the Articles of Agreement of the Corporation or impair or limit 

any of the rights, immunities, privileges or exemptions conferred upon the Corporation or any 

of its members, governors, executive directors, alternates, officers and employees by the 

Articles of Agreement of the Corporation, or by any statute, law or regulation of any member of 

the Corporation or any political subdivision of any such member, or otherwise. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 22 April 1959. 
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ANNEX XIV1  

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

In its application to the International Development Association (hereinafter called "the Association") the 

Convention, including this annex, shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. The following shall be substituted for section 4: 

"Actions may be brought against the Association only in a court of competent jurisdiction in the 

territories of a member in which the Association has an office, has appointed an agent for the 

purpose of accepting service or notice of process, or has issued or guaranteed securities. No 

actions shall, however, be brought by members or persons acting for or deriving claims from 

members. The property and assets of the Association shall, wheresoever located and by 

whomsoever held, be immune from all forms of seizure, attachment or execution before the 

delivery of final judgment against the Association." 

2. Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences arising out of the interpretation 

or application of privileges and immunities which are derived by the Association from this 

Convention and are not included in those which it can claim under its Articles of Agreement or 

otherwise. 

3. The provisions of the Convention (including this annex) do not modify or amend or require the 

modification or amendment of the Articles of Agreement of the Association or impair or limit any 

of the rights, immunities, privileges or exemptions conferred upon the Association or any of its 

members, governors, executive directors, alternates, officers or employees by the Articles of 

Agreement of the Association, or by any statute, law or regulation of any member of the 

Association or any political subdivision of any such member, or otherwise. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 15 February 1962. 
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ANNEX XV1  

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

"In their application to the World Intellectual Property Organization (hereinafter called 'the 

Organization'), the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

"1. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in article VI, section 21, of the 

standard clauses shall also be accorded to the Deputy Directors General of the Organization. 

"2. (a)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or missions: 

"(i)   Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

"(ii)   In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, or 

employed on missions for, the Organization; 

"(iii)  The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on temporary 

official missions; 

"(iv)  Inviolability for all papers and documents relating to the work on which they are engaged 

for the Organization; 

"(v)  For their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes and to receive 

documents and correspondence by courier or in sealed dispatch bags. 

In connexion with (iv) and (v) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 12 of the 

standard clauses shall be applicable. 

"(b) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts referred to in paragraph (a) above in the 

interests of the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The 

Organization shall have the right and duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where, 

in its opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justice and it can be waived without 

prejudice to the interests of the Organization." 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 19 October 1977. 
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ANNEX XVI1  

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

In their application to the International Fund for Agricultural Development (hereinafter called "the Fund") 

the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following provisions: 

1. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Vice-President of the Fund. 

2. (i)  Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on committees of, 

or performing missions for the Fund shall be accorded the following privileges and immunities 

so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time spent on 

journeys in connection with service on such committees or missions: 

(a) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) in respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of, 

or employed on missions for, the Fund; 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(d) inviolability of their papers and documents relating to the work on which they are 

engaged for the Fund and, for the purpose of their communications with the Fund, the 

right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed 

bags. 

(ii) In connection with (d) of 2 (i) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of section 

12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable. 

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the interests of the Fund and not for 

the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Fund shall have the right and the duty 

to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where in its opinion the immunity would impede 

the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the Fund. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 16 December 1977. 
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ANNEX XVII1  

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (hereinafter called "the 

Organization") the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. (a) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving as committees of, 

or performing missions for, the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, including the time 

spent on journeys in connection with service on such committees or missions: 

(i) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(ii) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the person concerned is no longer serving on committees of, or 

employed on missions for, the Organization; 

(iii) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of 

their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on 

temporary official missions; 

(iv) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(v) For their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes and to receive 

documents and correspondence by courier or in sealed bags; 

(b) In connection with subparagraphs (iv) and (v) of paragraph 1 (a) above, the principle 

contained in the last sentence of section 12 of the standard clauses shall be applicable; 

(c) Privileges and immunities are granted to experts of the Organization in the interests of the 

Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization 

shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case where in its 

opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be waived without prejudice 

to the interests of the Organization. 

2. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director­General of the Organization. 

  

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 15 September 1987. 

http://www.cil.nus.edu.sg/


1947 CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

UNOFFICIAL TEXT · CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW · www.cil.nus.edu.sg                  Page 24 of 25 

ANNEX XVIII1  

WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the World Tourism Organization (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization"), 

the standard clauses shall operate subject to the following modifications: 

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I), of article VII of the Convention shall extend to 

the representatives of Associate Members participating in the work of the Organization in 

accordance with the Statutes of the World Tourism Organization (hereinafter referred to as "the 

Statutes"). 

2. Representatives of Affiliate Members, participating in the activities of the Organization in 

accordance with the Statutes, shall be granted: 

(a) All facilities in order to safeguard the independent exercise of their official functions; 

(b) Maximum expeditiousness in the processing of their applications for visas, where required 

and when accompanied by a certificate that they are travelling on the business of the 

Organization. In addition, such persons shall be granted facilities for speedy travel; 

(c) In connection with subparagraph (b) above, the principle contained in the last sentence of 

section 12 of the standard clauses shall apply. 

3. Experts, other than officials coming within the scope of article VI of the Convention, serving on 

organs and bodies of, or performing missions for, the Organization, shall be accorded such 

privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent and effective exercise of their 

functions, including the time spent on journeys in connection with service on organs and bodies 

or missions. In particular they shall be accorded: 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage; 

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance of their 

official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity to continue 

notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on organs and bodies 

of, or employed on mission for, the Organization; 

(c) Inviolability for all papers and documents relating to the work on which they are engaged 

for the Organization; 

(d) For the purpose of their communications with the Organization, the right to use codes and 

to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags; 

(e) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions and in respect of their 

personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on temporary official 

missions. 

4. Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the interests of the Organization and 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Secretary-General of the 

Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case 

where, in his/her opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justice and it can be waived 

without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

 
1 Authentic text received by the Secretary-General on 30 July 2008. 
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5. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 above, paragraphs 3 and 4 above shall apply to representatives 

of Affiliate Members performing missions for the Organization as experts. 

6. The privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of the standard 

clauses shall also be accorded to the Deputy Secretary­General of the organization, his/her 

spouse and minor children. 
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