1986 ASEAN MINISTERIAL UNDERSTANDING ON THE
ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENT FOR CO-OPERATION IN THE
LEGAL FIELD

Signed in Bali, Indonesia on 12 April 1986

WE, the undersigned, representing member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations,
attending the Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of justice, Ministers of Law and Attorneys-General in Bali
on 11-12 April 1986 upon the invitation of His Excellency Mr. Ismail Saleh, Minister of Justice of the
Republic of Indonesia,

REAFFIRMING our commitment to the Bangkok Declaration of 8 August 1967 and the Declaration of
ASEAN Concord of 24 February 1976, in particular to the latter’s programme of action,

RECALLING the Seventeenth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting of July 1984, Jakarta, at which it was
observed that stress should be made in cooperation, including harmonization in the legal field on
matters of mutual interest,

RECOGNISING the diversity of legal systems in the ASEAN member countries,

DESIRING to facilitate the realization of cooperation in the legal field on matters of mutual interest,

DO HEREBY AGREE:

1. That legal cooperation among ASEAN countries shall initially comprise the following three

aspects ;

0] exchange of legal materials;

(i) judicial co-operation, and

(iii) legal education and legal research

2. Thatthe three aspects of legal cooperation shall be studied further by the Senior Legal Officials,
who may be assisted by one or more experts as they may deem necessary.

3. That the Ministers of Justice, Ministers of Law and Attorneys-General shall meet at such
intervals as may be deemed appropriate and necessary in order to, inter alia, review the work
of the Senior Legal Officials and give such directions as may be appropriate thereto.
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Done in Bali, Indonesia, on the Twelfth Day of April in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Eighty Six.

For the Government of Brunei Darussalam:
PLKDR PENGIRAN BAHRIN PENGIRAN HJ. ABAS

Minister of Law Cum Minister of Communications

For the Government of the Republic of Indonesia:
ISMAIL SALEH

Minister of Justice

For the Government of Malaysia:
DATUK DR. JAMES P. ONGKILI

Minister of Justice

For the Government of the Republic of Philippines:
NEPTALI GONZALES

Minister of Justice

For the Government of the Republic of Singapore:
TAN BOON TEIK

Attorney-General

For the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand:
PIPOP ASITIRAT

Minister of Justice

Attested:
PHAN WANNAMETHEE
Secretary-General

ASEAN SECRETARIAT
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