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The use of informers and collaborators by parties to 

an armed conflict has been a constant yet often 

concealed practice during war. Despite the 

prevalence of such activity, and the serious and at 

times fatal consequences that befall those who 

collaborate with an opposing side, international law 

applicable to armed conflict does not squarely 

address the phenomenon. The recruitment, use and 

treatment of informers and other collaborators have 

been addressed only partially and at times indirectly 

by international humanitarian law. This body of law 

has adopted a permissive approach towards the 

practice, yet seeks to mitigate the harm associated 

with it, such as by prohibiting the use of coercion 

and insisting on due process for those accused of 

serving the enemy.

In this seminar, Dr Shane Darcy examines the 

evolution, interpretation and application of the 

international legal framework applicable to situations 

of armed conflict as it relates to the use, recruitment 

and treatment of informers and other collaborators. 

He applies international humanitarian and human 

rights law to the controversial yet regular use of 

informers and other collaborators by parties to an 

armed conflict.

Dr Shane Darcy
Senior Lecturer and Deputy 

Director of the Irish Centre for 

Human Rights, School of Law 

at the National University of 

Ireland Galway

Dr Shane Darcy teaches business and human rights, 

international humanitarian law and international criminal 

law at the National University of Ireland Galway. He is the 

author of Judges, Law and War; The Judicial Development 

of International Humanitarian Law (Cambridge University 

Press, 2014) and To Serve the Enemy: Informers, 

Collaborators and the Laws of Armed Conflict (Oxford 

University Press, forthcoming 2019). He is a member of 

the editorial boards of the Business and Human Rights 

Journal, the Irish Yearbook of International Law and 

Criminal Law Forum, and runs the Business and Human 

Rights in Ireland blog. He was a member of the National 

Board of Amnesty International's Irish Section from 2015 

to 2019.

26 August 2019, Monday, 4pm–5.30pm
Bukit Timah Campus, Block B, Seminar Room 5-4, Level 5
469 Bukit Timah Road, Singapore 259756

To Serve the Enemy: 
Informers, Collaborators, 

and the Laws of Armed Conflict

SILE Attendance Policy 
Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must 
comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. For 
this activity, this includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion 
of the activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not being absent 
from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not 
comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for 
attending the activity. Please refer to www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more 
information.

Admission of $25 is waived for ILA (Singapore Branch) members,
government and embassy officials, and NUS students. 

Register here.

1 Public CPD Point
Practice Area: Others
Training Category: General
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