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ASEAN News Update 1 July - 6 August 2019 
 

52nd ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and Related Meetings 

Regional/External Trade 

External relations 

Human Rights 

Environment 

Membership 

South China Sea 

Fishing 

Transnational Crime 

Security 

e-Commerce, Cybersecurity 

Socio-Cultural Community 

Dispute Settlement 

Energy 

Disaster Management 

ASEAN Economic Community 

AEC Domestic/Company News 

 

52nd ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and Related Meetings 

 

Joint Communique of the 52nd ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on Illegal Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Waste and other Wastes in Southeast Asia 
 
Chairman’s Statement of The 26th ASEAN Regional Forum 
 
The 8th Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Intersessional 
Ministerial Meeting 
 
Chairman’s Statement of The ASEAN Post Ministerial Conference (PMC) 10+1 
Sessions with The Dialogue Partners 
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Chairman’s Statement of The 20th ASEAN Plus Three Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
 
Chairman’s Statement of The 9th East Asia Summit Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
 
Something's afoot at the Asean meeting 
6 Aug 2019, Bangkok Post 
 
Tokyo-Seoul spat draws tense remarks at Asean meeting 
3 Aug 2019, The Straits Times, Tan Hui Yee 
 
Candid discussions at Asean meeting 
2 Aug 2019, The Straits Times 
 
Two suspects arrested after bomb blasts in Bangkok during ASEAN ... 
2 Aug 2019, CNA 
 
Big power rivalries overshadow ASEAN gathering 
3 AUG 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 
 
ASEAN must use diplomacy to defuse US-China tensions 
1 AUG 2019, Nikkei Asian Review, Michael Vatikiotis 
 

Regional/External Trade 

 

ISEAS ASEAN Focus Issue 3/2019 

• RCEP: Pivotal to ASEAN’s Indo-Pacific Future 
• Assessing the Upgraded ASEAN-China FTA 
• ASEAN-EU Relations: It Takes Two to Tango 
• Towards ASEAN-EU Strategic Partnership 
• Street Art in Southeast Asia 

 

EU struggles to strike trade pacts with major ASEAN countries 

4 AUG 2019, Nikkei Asian Review\ 
 

RCEP is now vital in defending the global trading order 
4 Aug 2019, East Asia Forum, Peter Drysdale and Mari Pangestu 

 

Moderate progress after talks on RCEP trade pact 
4 Aug 2019, The Straits Times, Tan Dawn Wei 
 

Can China's trade boost with Asean help get the Regional ... 
20 Jul 2019, South China Morning Post 
 

US overtaken by Southeast Asia as China's No. 2 trade partner 
13 JUL 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 

 

https://asean.org/chairmans-statement-20th-asean-plus-three-foreign-ministers-meeting/
https://asean.org/chairmans-statement-9th-east-asia-summit-foreign-ministers-meeting/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1725279/somethings-afoot-at-the-asean-meeting
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020190802ef830051p&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020190802ef830051k&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/two-suspects-arrested-bomb-attacks-bangkok-asean-summit-11776778
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Big-power-rivalries-overshadow-ASEAN-gathering
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/ASEAN-must-use-diplomacy-to-defuse-US-China-tensions
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/pdf/ASEANFocus%20-%20June%202019.pdf
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/EU-struggles-to-strike-trade-pacts-with-major-ASEAN-countries
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/08/04/rcep-vital-to-defend-global-trade-order/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020190803ef84003k7&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3019446/can-chinas-trade-boost-asean-help-get-regional-comprehensive
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade-war/US-overtaken-by-Southeast-Asia-as-China-s-No.-2-trade-partner


Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. 
Please note that links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the 
updates. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites. Please 
note that Factiva links in these documents are subscriber access only. 

US-China trade war will hit ASEAN economy harder 
9 JUL 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 
 

External relations 

ASEAN's strategic engagement in the unwieldy Indo-Pacific 
4 Aug 2019, The Interpreter 
 
Plan of Action to Implement the ASEAN-Australia Strategic Partnership (2020-2024) 
1 Aug 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 
 
EU keen to strengthen security ties with Asia: foreign policy chief 
30 Jul 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 
 
ASEAN-China: New stage of development 
30 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 
Discourse: EU continues partnership with ASEAN 
26 Jul 2019, Jakarta Post 
 
Indonesia and Singapore feud over ASEAN engagement in Indo-Pacific 
19 Jul 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 
 
Indo-Pacific: friendly towards Europe and China? 
18 Jul 2019, New Straits Times 
 
Primer; US-China trade war: Will Asean benefit? 
15 Jul 2019, The Straits Times 
 
Commentary: ASEAN unites in claiming centrality in Indo-Pacific region 
12 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 
ASEAN seeks concrete cooperation on Indo-Pacific concept 
5 Jul 2019,The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari 
 
USE ZOPFAN TO FORM COMMON POSITION ON CHINA, US 
5 Jul 2019, New Straits Times, By Dr Chandra Muzaffar 
 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on The Meeting between The United States 
and The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea at The Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) on 
30 June 2019 
4 Jul 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 
 
Australia seeks to bolster relations with ASEAN 
3 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 
RCEP and Indo-Pacific initiatives play second fiddle 
1 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 
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Russia vows stronger ties with Indonesia, ASEAN 

1 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 

Human Rights 

ASEAN must break silence on Myanmar: UN expert 
6 Aug 2019, Jakarta Post 
 

ASEAN calls for safety of Rohingya 

5 Aug 2019, The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari 
 

Press Release Special Meeting 01/2019 of The AICHR 

2 Aug 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 

 

Rohingya activists slam ASEAN's call for dialogue with Myanmar 
2 Aug 2019, Aljazeera.com 

 

Australia pledges US$55 million to fight human trafficking in Southeast Asia 

1 Aug 2019, CNA 

 

Asean eerily silent on Uighurs 

1 Aug 2019, Bangkok Post 
 

ASEAN’s Safe Migration Campaign comes up short 
1 Aug 2019, East Asia Forum 

 

Safety first for refugee repatriation 

6 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari 
 

Environment 

Malaysia calls on Asean to fight haze as Indonesia battles forest fires 

6 Aug 2019, The Straits Times 

 

Damming the Mekong to environmental hell 
4 Aug 2019, The Asean Post 
 

Haze crisis returns to ASEAN 

3 Aug 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 

Tackling marine plastic pollution together 
1 Aug 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 

ASEAN: Wealthy world's rubbish dump 

1 Aug 2019, The ASEAN Post 
 

Dams threaten way of life in Mekong countries 

30 Jul 2019, Nikkei Asian Review  
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ASEAN, EU to enhance cooperation on protection of the Environment and Climate 
Change 

9 Jul 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 

 

Marine debris framework 'good start' but not enough 

6 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post 
 

New law in Thailand risks avalanche of foreign plastic waste 

3 Jul 2019, Financial Times (FT.Com), 
 

What ASEAN can do to tackle plastic waste imports 

2 Jul 2019, New Straits Times, By Jeen Ann Young 

Membership 

Timor-Leste eyes Asean fold 

3 Aug 2019, Bangkok Post 
 

Chinese cash: enough to keep East Timor out of Asean? 

2 Aug 2019, South China Morning Post 
 

What Will It Take to Admit Timor-Leste Into ASEAN? 

1 Aug 2019, The Diplomat 
 

Timor Leste wants to contribute, 'not be burden' to ASEAN 

16 Jul 2019, The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari 
 

South China Sea 

 

South China Sea talks between Asean, China reach milestone 

1 Aug 2019, The Straits Times, Tan Hui Yee 

 

South China Sea talks between Asean, China reach milestone 

The Straits Times-31 Jul 2019 

 

ASEAN defense ministers discuss South China Sea in annual meeting 

11 JUL 2019, Nikkei Asian Review 

Fishing 

Asean resolve crucial to tackle illegal fishing woes 

New Straits Times, 17 July 2019, 850 words, By B.A. Hamzah, (English) 
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Transnational Crime 

Transnational crime expanding aggressively in and beyond South-east Asia: UN 
Report 
18 Jul 2019, The Straits Times, Nirmal Ghosh 

Security 

 

Joint Declaration of The ASEAN Defence Ministers on Sustainable Security 

12 Jul 2019 

 

Asean defence heads extend hotline to 8 other countries 

12 Jul 2019, The Straits Times 

 

e-Commerce, Cybersecurity 

 

Intensifying ASEAN’s cybersecurity efforts 

3 Aug 2019, The ASEAN Post 
 

ASEAN-EU Statement on Cybersecurity Cooperation 

1 Aug 2019 

 

Click bots are the biggest fraud problem in fintech in SEA, report finds 

1 Aug 2019,  krAsia 

 

Taxing Southeast Asia’s e-commerce sector 
30 Jul 2019, KrAsia 

 

ASEAN working towards regional payments system 

29 Jul 2019, CNA 

 

Vietnam's 'homespun Facebook' swamped after launch 

25 Jul 2019, The ASEAN Post 
 

Asean the “real prize” for Singapore's upcoming digital banks ... 
22 Jul 2019, The Business Times 

 

ASEAN e-commerce hit by fraud 

20 Jul 2019, The ASEAN Post 
 

Socio-Cultural Community 

 

3rd ASEAN Media Forum tackles economic issues 

28 Jul 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 
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Joint Ministerial Statement of The Eleventh ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth 
(AMMY XI) 
 

Joint Ministerial Statement of The Seventh ASEAN Plus Three Ministerial Meeting on 
Youth (7th AMMY+3) 
19 Jul 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 

Dispute Settlement 

Arbitration centre focused on China, ASEAN to launch in SG 

30 Jul 2019, Legal Business Online 

Energy 

Solar power shines in Myanmar 
 28 Jul 2019 The ASEAN Post 

Disaster Management 

Launched: ASEAN Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance Phase 2 

2 Aug 2019, ASEAN Secretariat News 

 

ASEAN Economic Community 

 

ASEAN BUSINESS; Engaging tomorrow's customers: The opportunity in Asean 

5 Aug 2019, Business Times Singapore 

 

ASEAN road specialists get a boost as trade war escalates and ... 
5 Aug 2019, Theloadstar.com 

 

Speaking Of Asia: Trust in RCEP but don't forget to tie up AEC 

2 Aug 2019, The Straits Times, Ravi Velloor 
 

M&A in ASEAN, how is the channel changing? 

1 Aug 2019, Channel Asia Singapore 

 

Tougher ride ahead for S-E Asia's banks 

31 Jul 2019, Business Times Singapore 

 

BT EXCLUSIVE; Asean offers silver lining for logistics players as global trade slows 

29 Jul 2019, Business Times Singapore 

 

Asean countries need to diversify export markets’ 
27 Jul 2019, New Straits Times 
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