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ASEAN News Update 1 Oct-5 Nov 2019 
 

35th ASEAN Summit, Bangkok (31 Oct - 4 Nov) 

Commentary 

Chairmanship 

Oceans 

Security 

Environment 

Energy 

Human Rights/Civil Society 

External Relations 

ASEAN Economic Community 

Other 

  
35th ASEAN Summit, Bangkok (31 Oct - 4 Nov) 
 
Joint Leaders’ Statement on The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) 
 
Chairman’s Statement of The 35th ASEAN Summit 

ASEAN Declaration on the Rights of Children in the Context of Migration 

Declaration on the Protection of Children from all Forms of Online Exploitation and 
Abuse in ASEAN 
 
Chairman’s Press Statement on the Launch of the ASEAN Centre for Sustainable 
Development Studies and Dialogue (ACSDSD) 

Chairman’s Press Statement on the Launch of the ASEAN Training Centre for Social 
Work and Social Welfare (ATCSW) 

ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on ASEAN Vaccine Security and Self-Reliance 
(AVSSR) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.x6gr91kzrb21
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.e2bpa0s7v381
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.jm128bykvbse
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.yhra0muqoamz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.yyxh8srs98j6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.6lm4wxpxruln
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.x7g3msr0ybze
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.64jr3heklt3n
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.o1n4qs31aa3c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.gkyfjqny0jk0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit#heading=h.yp2to5rd2fxe
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Joint Statement on Reaffirmation of Commitment to Advancing The Rights of The 
Child in ASEAN 

Bangkok Declaration on Advancing Partnership in Education for 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development in ASEAN 

ASEAN-China Joint Statement on Synergising the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity (MPAC) 2025 and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Partnership for Sustainability 

East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Cooperation to Combat Transnational 
Crime 

East Asia Summit Leaders’ Statement on Combating The Spread of Illicit Drugs 

ASEAN Plus Three Leaders’ Statement on Connecting the Connectivities Initiative 

 
ASEAN Integration Report 2019 released 

East Asian leadership rises in Bangkok 
Bangkok Post, 5 Nov 2019, Kavi Chongkittavorn 
 
Asean Summit; PM Lee: RCEP without India still a major step forward 
The Straits Times, 5 Nov 2019 
 
16 Asia-Pacific nations fail to seal RCEP trade deal 

Nikkei Asian Review, 4 Nov 2019 

After Skipping the ASEAN Summit, Trump Invites Its Leaders to a Special Summit in 
the US  
TIME-4 Nov 2019 
 
By Invitation; Another Trump absence plays into China's hand 
The Straits Times, 2 Nov 2019, Thitinan Pongsudhirak 
 

Commentary 
 
Commentary: What the ASEAN has done for the Philippines 
Opinion-Philippine Star-2 Nov 2019 
 
COMMENTARY - How Asean can avoid Mekong 'water war' 
Bangkok Post, 31 Oct 2019 
 
Non-interference policy under pressure 
Bangkok Post, 31 Oct 2019 

https://asean.org/joint-statement-reaffirmation-commitment-advancing-rights-child-asean/
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ASEAN's China Dilemma 
The Diplomat-29 Oct 2019 
 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - Asean nears its Thucydides trap turning point 
Bangkok Post, 14 Oct  2019, Kobsak Chutikul 

Chairmanship 
Thailand hands over Asean chair to Vietnam 
The Straits Times, 5 Nov 2019 
 
Diplomacy - Asean opens a big gate for Vietnam 
Bangkok Post, 2 Oct 2019 

Oceans  
 
Joint Media Statement of the 19th ASEAN Telecommunications and Information 
Technology Ministers Meeting and Related Meetings 

• ASEAN Guidelines for Strengthening Resilience and Repair of Submarine 
Cables 

• Establishment of Coordinating Committee on Cybersecurity 
 
From IUU black spot to clean fishing hub 
Bangkok Post, 5 Oct  2019 
 

Security 

What’s Next for ASEAN’s Regional Security Hotline? 
The Diplomat, 15 Oct 2019 

New Asean cyber-security centre launched to train response ... 
Straits times (press release)-1 Oct 2019 
 
Environment 
15th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment and the 15th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution 

• ASEAN Joint statement on climate change 
• Marine debris 
• ASEAN inputs to Global Biodiversity Framework 
• New ASEAN Heritage Parks 
• Guideline on ASEAN Green Meetings 
• ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Transboudary Haze Pollution 

 

https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/aseans-china-dilemma/
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Joint Press Statement of The Forty First Meeting of The ASEAN Ministers on 
Agriculture and Forestry (The 41st AMAF) 

• ASEAN Network for Combating  IUU 
• ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing Wildlife Trafficking and Code of Conduct on 

Imports for Forest and Timber Companies 
• MOU on ASEAN Cooperation in Agriculture and Forest Products (Tuna, 

TImber, Palm Oil) 

Forging new paths for green infrastructure in ASEAN region 
Jakarta Post-4 Nov 2019 
 
AICHR calls for haze treaty enforcement 
The Jakarta Post, 15 Oct 2019, Dian Septiari 
 
CONSERVATION - Marine parks get Asean heritage nod 
Bangkok Post, 11 Oct 2019 
 
Pollution app under attack in Vietnam 
ASEAN Post, 9 Oct 2019 
 
Climate change drives Asia's 'life and death' race for food security 
Nikkei Asian Review, 8 Oct 2019 
 
Plastic waste searches for a new home as Asia shuts its gates 
Nikkei Asian Review, 7 Oct 2019 

Energy 
 
Paving way to ASEAN energy sovereignty 
The Jakarta Post, 28 Oct 2019, ASEAN Centre for Energy Director 

Human Rights/Civil Society 
 
Asean a 'human rights disaster', claim groups 
Bangkok Post, 3 Nov 2019 

Asean Summit: Civil society groups meet Asean ministers 
The Straits Times-2 Nov 2019 
 
Regional humanitarian leader wins 2019 ASEAN Prize 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 3 Nov 2019 

EDITORIAL - Don't ignore the Rohingya 
Bangkok Post, 2 Nov 2019 
  

https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-fourty-first-meeting-asean-ministers-agriculture-forestry-41st-amaf/
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https://theaseanpost.com/article/pollution-app-under-attack-vietnam
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Climate-change-drives-Asia-s-life-and-death-race-for-food-security
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Plastic-waste-searches-for-a-new-home-as-Asia-shuts-its-gates
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Protecting Asean's most vulnerable 
Bangkok Post, 2 Nov 2019 
 
Myanmar Court Gives Actors 1-Year Jail Term for Satire 
The Diplomat, 31 Oct 2019 
 
Dialogue only way forward on Rohingya crisis 
The Jakarta Post, 31 Oct 2019, Noeleen Heyzer 
 
How to overcome flaws in ASEAN rights body 
The Jakarta Post, 31 Oct 2019 
 
MYANMAR - Asean must lead in Rakhine crisis 
Bangkok Post, 30 Oct 2019 
 
MYANMAR - Asean opting out of Rakhine efforts 
Bangkok Post, 25 Oct 2019, Tan Sri Syed Hamid Albar, Laetitia van den Assum, 
Kobsak Chutikul & Dinna Wisnu 
 
AICHR holds Regional Dialogue on Mainstreaming of the Right to Education in the 
ASEAN Community 
ASEAN Secretariat, 23 Oct 2019 

AICHR calls for haze treaty enforcement 
The Jakarta Post, 15 Oct 2019 
 
Southeast Asia moves from world's factory to regional powerhouse 
Nikkei Asian Review, 9 Oct 2019 
 
Human rights in Southeast Asia suppliers become priority in Japan 
Nikkei Asian Review, 6 Oct 2019 
 
AICHR discuss rights-based framework for effective environmental impact 
assessment 
ASEAN Secretariat, 3 Oct 2019 

External Relations 
 
ASEAN needs bigger voice in US-China rivalry 
The Jakarta Post, 5 Nov 2019, Adam Schwarz 
 
Synergy between ASEAN, China badly needed: Jokowi 
The Jakarta Post, 5 Nov 2019 
 
Deep ties tested by changing tides (ASEAN-Japan) 
Bangkok Post, 4 Nov 2019 
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Beijing presses ASEAN anew for South China Sea code by 2021 
Nikkei Asian Review, 3 Nov 2019 

China says ready to work with ASEAN for South China Sea peace 
CNA-3 Nov 2019 

diplomacy - Germany and Asean ink amity treaty, boost ties (Germany signs on to 
TAC) 
Bangkok Post, 2 Nov 2019 

What Does ASEAN’s Evolving Approach to the South China Sea Issue Mean for 
Vietnam? 
The Diplomat, 1 Nov 2019 
 
CHARTING WAY FORWARD FOR ASEAN, AUSTRALIA AND NZ 
New Straits Times, 30 Oct 2019 
 
Asean outlook on the Indo-Pacific - time for action 
The Straits Times, 25 Oct 2019, Hoang Thi Ha For The Straits Times 

Indo-Pacific Conceptions in the Spotlight at China’s Xiangshan Forum 
The Diplomat, 24 Oct 2019 
 
Launched: ASEAN-China Cooperation Fund Management Team 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 Oct 2019 

South-east Asia a major beneficiary of Sino-US rivalry, says George Yeo 
Business Times Singapore, 23 Oct 2019,  
 
South Korea seeks closer Asean cooperation amid trade tensions with Japan 
The Nation, 17 Oct 2019 

The Growing Importance of ADMM Plus for South Korea 
The Diplomat, 15 Oct 2019 
 
Why Germany is seeking deeper ties with Asean 
Bangkok Post, 15 Oct 2019, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 
 
ASEAN's Indo-Pacific 'can reduce friction' 
The Jakarta Post, 14 Oct 2019 
 
ASEAN outlook falls further as trade war drags on 
Nikkei Asian Review, 7 Oct 2019 
 
ASEAN BUSINESS; China investment returns to Asean amid trade war 
Business Times Singapore, 7 Oct 2019 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Beijing-presses-ASEAN-anew-for-South-China-Sea-code-by-2021
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Beijing-presses-ASEAN-anew-for-South-China-Sea-code-by-2021
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/china-says-ready-to-work-with-asean-for-south-china-sea-peace-12059086
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/du/article.aspx/?accessionno=BKPOST0020191102efb20000d&fcpil=en&napc=S&sa_from=&cat=a
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/what-does-aseans-evolving-approach-to-the-south-china-sea-issue-mean-for-vietnam/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/what-does-aseans-evolving-approach-to-the-south-china-sea-issue-mean-for-vietnam/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191030efau0000a&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191024efap00646&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/indo-pacific-conceptions-in-the-spotlight-at-chinas-xiangshan-forum/
https://asean.org/launched-asean-china-cooperation-fund-management-team/
https://asean.org/launched-asean-china-cooperation-fund-management-team/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STBT000020191022efan0000e&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=THENAT0020191017efah00035&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/the-growing-importance-of-admm-plus-for-south-korea/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=BKPOST0020191014efaf000mc&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191013efae00006&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-outlook-falls-further-as-trade-war-drags-on
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STBT000020191006efa70000h&cat=a&ep=ASI


Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. 
Please note that links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the 
updates. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites. Please 
note that Factiva links in these documents are subscriber access only. 

Trade disruption: will Southeast Asia benefit? 
The Business Times-6 Oct 2019 
 
ASEAN Indo-Pacific Outlook: Low hanging fruit? 
The Jakarta Post, 2 Oct 2019 

ASEAN Economic Community 
Prayut pushes for seamless Malaysia border 
Bangkok Post, 3 Nov 2019 

Contrasting narrative of agriculture in Asean 
INQUIRER.net-13 Oct 2019 

Other 

Joint Ministerial Statement of The Twenty-Second ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community (ASCC) Council 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 2 Nov 2019 

Thailand to lead Asean bid for 2034 World Cup 
TODAYonline-9 Oct 2019 
 
ASEAN Secretariat to stay in Jakarta, says secretary-general 
The Scoop-7 Oct 2019 

Tackling Asean's corporate cronyism 
Bangkok Post, 3 October 2019 
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