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ASEAN News Update 6-30 November 2019 
Please note that 1-5 November 2019 coverage of the 35th ASEAN Summit is 
included in the October 2019 ASEAN News Update 
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ISEAS ASEANFocus 
 
ISEAS ASEANFocus Issue 5/2019 

• The State of Rakhine: Where Is the Light? 
• Assessing ASEAN’s Role in Rakhine State 
• Drivers of Renewable Energy in ASEAN 
• Is ASEAN Serious About Nuclear Power? (CIL: Denise Chong and Nivedita S) 
• Peering into Istana Negara Singapura’s Past and Present 

 

ASEAN Integration/Identity 
 
ASEAN launches Poll on ASEAN Awareness 2018 Report 
(infographics) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 29 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN academics, scholars to join forces for community building 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN Integration Report 2019 launched 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 Nov 2019 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V_mzTKdAgQ9GYyuZdpLruAHNYKd6ZkTPwJYsfaYf5OI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.afqzysfvgj9s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.97335g3qpszk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.gt4ju5eofglk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.5xedso8qyneh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.5j4aeyrrn5s4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.of6m6qopqgb2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.vhtva9346uri
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.z1hvyltrro7f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.qqlx8t63yhnx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.1aqf9v6v5fiy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1geXltnoyqPVezNS4y7ApKhiGZUFLVFnwelwhbvoimWk/edit#heading=h.9om5gnq730y6
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/pdf/ASEANFocus%20-%20October%202019.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-launches-poll-asean-awareness-2018/
https://app.box.com/s/suj9nrbf9bg07y2exd8ekazc5zznne4g
https://app.box.com/s/suj9nrbf9bg07y2exd8ekazc5zznne4g
https://asean.org/asean-academics-scholars-join-forces-community-building/
https://asean.org/asean-integration-report-2019-launched/
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ASEAN sceptics versus ASEAN proponents: evaluating regional institutions 
by Stubbs, Richard 
The Pacific Review, 11/2019, Volume 32, Issue 6 
 
ASEAN between globalization and regionalization 
by Chen, Lurong; Lombaerde, Philippe De  
Asia Pacific Business Review, 10/2019, Volume 25, Issue 5 
 
geopolitics - Is the Asean bloc under threat? 
Bangkok Post, 13 Nov 2019, Dio Tobing 

Chairmanship 
South China Sea spat a big test for Vietnam as new Asean chair 
The Straits Times, 9 Nov 2019, Hoang Thi Ha For The Straits Times,  
 
How Will Vietnam’s 2020 ASEAN Chairmanship Play Out? 
The Diplomat, 8 Nov 2019 
 

Non-Interference 
 
MOVING AWAY FROM NON-INTERFERENCE POLICY? 
New Straits Times, 16 Nov 2019, ADIB POVERA 
 
ASEAN and Non-Interference: What Do Cambodia’s Evolving Opposition Dynamics 
Reveal? 
The Diplomat, 13 Nov 2019 
 

Environment/Sustainability 
IFAD, together with ASEAN invests in reducing transboundary haze pollution in 
Southeast Asia 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 29 Nov 2019 
 
Did Vietnam Just Doom the Mekong? 
The Diplomat, 26 Nov 2019 
 
Plastic polluters push for circular economy 
The Jakarta Post, 26 Nov 2019 
 
Joint Statement by the ADMM-Plus Defence Ministers on Advancing Partnership for 
Sustainable Security 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 18 Nov 2019 
  

https://doi-org.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/10.1080/09512748.2019.1611627
https://doi-org.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/10.1080/13602381.2019.1652982
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=BKPOST0020191112efbd001ea&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191108efb9005u9&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/how-will-vietnams-asean-chairmanship-play-out-in-2020/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/du/article.aspx/?accessionno=NSTRAT0020191118efbg00010&fcpil=en&napc=S&sa_from=&cat=a
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/asean-and-non-interference-what-do-cambodias-evolving-opposition-dynamics-reveal/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/asean-and-non-interference-what-do-cambodias-evolving-opposition-dynamics-reveal/
https://asean.org/ifad-together-asean-invests-reducing-transboundary-haze-pollution-southeast-asia/
https://asean.org/ifad-together-asean-invests-reducing-transboundary-haze-pollution-southeast-asia/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/did-vietnam-just-doom-the-mekong/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191125efbq0000e&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/joint-statement-admm-plus-defence-ministers-advancing-partnership-sustainable-security/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-admm-plus-defence-ministers-advancing-partnership-sustainable-security/
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Three timber concessions probed by NEA have large number of fires this year: NGO 
group 
The Straits Times, 18 Nov 2019 
 
EU to support sustainable use of peatland and haze mitigation in ASEAN 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 16 Nov 2019 
 
 Sprite get the ‘all clear’ as Coca-Cola does away with green bottles 
The Nation, 15 Nov 2019 
 
ENVIRONMENT - Thailand joins EU in bid to tackle marine litter 
Bangkok Post, 14 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN to strengthen resilient rural communities for sustainable development 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 11 Nov 2019 
 
People’s Power: Anti-Dam Movements in Southeast Asia 
The Diplomat, 8 Nov 2019 
 
Asean and the dammed Mekong 
New Straits Times, 8 Nov 2019 
 
Are Thailand's investments abroad sustainable? 
The ASEAN Post (press release)-6 Nov 2019 
 

Human Rights 
Promoting equality for all women and girls 
The Jakarta Post, 30 Nov 2019 
 
Asean's teen pregnancy crisis 
New Straits Times, 27 Nov 2019 
 
Special Meeting 02/2019 of The AICHR 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 Nov 2019 
 
Asean lawmakers decry court ruling in Thanathorn case 
The Nation, 21 Nov 2019 
 
RI defends approach to Rohingya problem 
The Jakarta Post, 19 Nov 2019, Dian Septiari 
 
EU HAS NO RIGHT TO IMPOSE VALUES 
New Straits Times, 17 Nov 2019, Associate Professor Dr Rafidah Hanim Mokhtar 
 
ASEAN strengthens occupational safety and health standards in the region 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 Nov 2019 
 

https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191118efbi003pe&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191118efbi003pe&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/eu-support-sustainable-use-peatland-haze-mitigation-asean/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=THENAT0020191115efbf000b6&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=BKPOST0020191113efbe0018l&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/asean-strengthen-resilient-rural-communities-sustainable-development/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/peoples-power-anti-dam-movements-in-southeast-asia/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191108efb800009&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://theaseanpost.com/article/are-thailands-investments-abroad-sustainable
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191129efbu0000t&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191127efbr00011&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/special-meeting-022019-aichr/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=THENAT0020191121efbl000bl&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191118efbj0000d&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191118efbh00039&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/asean-strengthens-occupational-safety-health-standards-region/
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AICHR promotes gender equality and women empowerment through ICT 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 Nov 2019 
 
Sam Rainsy Return Hype Ripples Across ASEAN 
The Diplomat, 7 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN takes step forward for child refugees 
The Jakarta Post, 6 Nov 2019 
 

Energy 
Mattan eyes bigger RE market share in Malaysia, Asean 
New Straits Times, 15 Nov 2019 
 
Trans-ASEAN gas pipeline and ASEAN gas market integration: Insights from a 
scenario analysis 
by Shi, Xunpeng; Variam, Hari Malamakkavu Padinjare; Shen, Yifan 
Energy Policy, 09/2019, Volume 132 
 

Transnational Crime 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING ISSUE PLAGUES S-E ASIA 
New Straits Times, 30 Nov 2019 
 
Joint Statement Thirteenth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (13 
TH AMMTC) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 Nov 2019 
 
‘Super traffickers’ now focusing on Southeast Asia 
New Straits Times, 27 Nov 2019 
 
Six Mekong countries join mission to fight narcotics trade 
The Nation, 17 Nov 2019 
 

Regional Trade 
Japan 'not thinking at all' of RCEP deal without India 
The Straits Times, 30 Nov 2019 
 
Thailand to lose big as China floods market with goods 
New Straits Times, 29 Nov 2019 
 
South Korea and ASEAN vow to resist Trump-style protectionism 
Nikkei Asian Review, 26 Nov 2019 
  

https://asean.org/aichr-promotes-gender-equality-women-empowerment-ict/
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/sam-rainsy-return-hype-ripples-across-asean/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191105efb60000g&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191115efbf0000f&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://doi-org.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/10.1016/j.enpol.2019.05.025
https://doi-org.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/10.1016/j.enpol.2019.05.025
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191202efbu0000d&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/joint-statement-thirteenth-asean-ministerial-meeting-transnational-crime-13-th-ammtc/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-thirteenth-asean-ministerial-meeting-transnational-crime-13-th-ammtc/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191127efbr0000z&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=THENAT0020191117efbh000e3&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191129efbu005fz&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=NSTRAT0020191129efbt0000r&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade-war/South-Korea-and-ASEAN-vow-to-resist-Trump-style-protectionism
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RCEP talks want India back 
Bangkok Post, 22 Nov 2019 
 
East Asia takes giant steps with RCEP 
Business Times Singapore, 19 Nov 2019 
 

RCEP trade deal can take effect without India, Thailand confirms 
Nikkei Asian Review, 8 Nov 2019 
 
RCEP not China-led initiative: ASEAN secretary-general 
The Jakarta Post, 8 Nov 2019, Dian Septiari 
 
Commentary: India's RCEP exit is a setback, but not a disaster 
CNA-7 Nov 2019 
 
RCEP leaders agree to sign trade pact in 2020 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 7 Nov 2019 
 
Asia's Huge Trade Pact Isn't a Game Changer 
The Wall Street Journal, 6 Nov 2019 
 
“What India’s Withdrawal from RCEP Means for ASEAN, India and the Indo-Pacific 
Concept” by Tang Siew Mun 
ISEAS Commentaries, 2019/93, 6 November 2019 
 

External Relations 
The Straits Times says; Seoul's pivot to Asean makes sense 
The Straits Times, 29 Nov 2019 
 
News analysis; South Korea-Asean partnership missing legacy project even as ties 
deepen 
The Straits Times, 27 Nov 2019 
 
TRADE - China to dominate CLMV as Thailand set to lose out 
Bangkok Post, 27 Nov 2019 
 
Co-Chairs’ Statement of The 2019 ASEAN-Republic of Korea Commemorative 
Summit 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN-Republic of Korea Joint Vision Statement for Peace, Prosperity and 
Partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 Nov 2019 
  

https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=BKPOST0020191121efbm000s3&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STBT000020191118efbj00004&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/RCEP-trade-deal-can-take-effect-without-India-Thailand-confirms
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=JKPOST0020191107efb800002&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/india-withdraw-rcep-trade-agreement-asean-china-australia-12071384
https://asean.org/rcep-leaders-agree-sign-trade-pact-2020/
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=J000000020191106efb600034&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/commentaries/item/10706-what-indias-withdrawal-from-rcep-means-for-asean-india-and-the-indopacific-concept-by-tang-siew-mun
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/medias/commentaries/item/10706-what-indias-withdrawal-from-rcep-means-for-asean-india-and-the-indopacific-concept-by-tang-siew-mun
https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=STIMES0020191128efbt005ky&cat=a&ep=ASI
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https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&NS=18&AID=9NAT002200&an=BKPOST0020191126efbr001ju&cat=a&ep=ASI
https://asean.org/co-chairs-statement-2019-asean-republic-korea-commemorative-summit/
https://asean.org/co-chairs-statement-2019-asean-republic-korea-commemorative-summit/
https://asean.org/asean-republic-korea-joint-vision-statement-peace-prosperity-partnership/
https://asean.org/asean-republic-korea-joint-vision-statement-peace-prosperity-partnership/
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South Korea and ASEAN vow to resist Trump-style protectionism 
Nikkei Asian Review-26 Nov 2019 
 
What France wishes to do in the Indo-Pacific 
The Jakarta Post, 26 Nov 2019 
 
Kim's snub overshadows South Korea's big ASEAN meeting 
Nikkei Asian Review, 25 Nov 2019 
 
North Korea says 'not right time' for Kim to attend South Korea ASEAN summit 
Nikkei Asian Review, 21 Nov 2019 
 
By abandoning Asia's multilateral organizations, US empowers China 
Nikkei Asian Review, 21 Nov 2019 
 
China-ASEAN: From 'blue economy' to stable Indo-Pacific 
The Jakarta Post, 20 November 2019, 864 words, (English) 
 
Asean caught in a dilemma: China Daily contributor 
The Straits Times, 16 Nov 2019 
 
Joint Ministerial Statement of The Eighteenth ASEAN and China Transport Ministers 
Meeting (18th ATM+CHINA) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 Nov 2019 

• Concluded Protocol 3 on Expansion of 5th Freedom Traffic Rights of ASEAN 
China Air Transport Agreement 

• Maritime capacity building  
 
Joint Ministerial Statement of The Tenth ASEAN and Republic of Korea Transport 
Ministers Meeting (10th ATM+ROK) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 Nov 2019 
-Finalisation of ASEAN-ROK Air Services Agreement 
 
Can errant Trump save Asean-US ties? 
Bangkok Post-11 Nov 2019 Kavi Chongkittavorn 
 
Trump and Southeast Asia: What Would a US-ASEAN Special ... 
The Diplomat-6 Nov 2019 
 
The weight of a giant 
The Jakarta Post, 6 Nov 2019 
 

ASEAN Economic Community 
 
Hyundai Motor expands presence in ASEAN 
Korea Times-26 Nov 2019 
 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade-war/South-Korea-and-ASEAN-vow-to-resist-Trump-style-protectionism
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https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Kim-s-snub-overshadows-South-Korea-s-big-ASEAN-meeting
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/North-Korea-says-not-right-time-for-Kim-to-attend-South-Korea-ASEAN-summit
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/By-abandoning-Asia-s-multilateral-organizations-US-empowers-China
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https://asean.org/joint-ministerial-statement-tenth-asean-republic-korea-transport-ministers-meeting-10th-atmrok/
https://asean.org/joint-ministerial-statement-tenth-asean-republic-korea-transport-ministers-meeting-10th-atmrok/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1792349/can-errant-trump-save-asean-us-ties-
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/trump-and-southeast-asia-what-would-a-us-asean-special-summit-do/
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ASEAN BUSINESS; Asean tourism getting a lift from geopolitical tensions in North-
east Asia: ANZ 
Business Times Singapore, 25 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN to harmonise nutrition labelling for prepared foodstuffs 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 Nov 2019 
 
FINANCE - E-payment roadmap eyes cross-border as first order 
Bangkok Post, 20 Nov 2019 
 
Cambodia hosts 8th ASEAN Competition Conference 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 18 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN BUSINESS; Asean M&A appetite stable despite uncertainty 
Business Times Singapore, 18 Nov 2019 
 
Ayala keen to 'replicate' Yoma deal with more ASEAN family empires 
Nikkei Asian Review, 16 Nov 2019 
 
Joint Ministerial Statement of The Twenty-Fifth ASEAN Transport Ministers Meeting 
(25th ATM) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 Nov 2019 
 
Declaration on The Adoption of The Implementation Framework of The ASEAN 
Framework Agreement on Multimodal Transport 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 Nov 2019  
 
Singapore's fintech ecosystem and its role in Asean 
Business Times Singapore, 11 Nov 2019 
 
ASEAN, EU continue cooperation on labour mobility within ASEAN 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 Nov 2019 
 
Introduction: ASEAN — Towards Economic Convergence 
by Rasiah, Rajah; Cheong, Latifah Merican; Cheok, Cheong Kee; More... 
Journal of Southeast Asian Economies (JSEAE), 2019, Volume 36, Issue 1 
 
Mergers and Acquisitions and Greenfield Foreign Direct Investment in Selected 
ASEAN Countries 
AT Moghadam, NS Mazlan, L Chin, S Ibrahim - Journal of Economic …, 2019 - e-
jei.org 
 
Does Financial Integration Matter for Financial Development? Evidence from the 
East Asian and Pacific Region 
F Taghizadeh-Hesary, NTM Phi, HHT Hong… - Journal of Economic …, 2019 - e-
jei.or 
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