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34th ASEAN Summit 

Official Statements - 

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 

Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN Region 

ASEAN Leaders’ Vision Statement on Partnership for Sustainability 

Chairman’s Statement of the 34th ASEAN Summit 

Articles - 

Govt urged to push Indo-Pacific plan 

Bangkok Post, 2 July 2019 

 
ASEAN - Decoding the Indo-Pacific outlook 

Bangkok Post, 28 June 2019 
 
 S.E.A.View; Asean has spoken on the Indo-Pacific - now it must act on it 

The Straits Times, 27 June 2019, Tang Siew Mun For The Straits Times 
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The Straits Times says; Asean trains sights on trade and security 

The Straits Times, 27 June 2019, 502 words, (English) 
 
AOIP: A new Asean regional guide 

Bangkok Post, 25 June 2019, Kavi Chongkittavorn 
 
EDITORIAL; Thailand marks full return to global stage after hosting fruitful Asean 
meet 

Business Times Singapore, 25 June 2019 
 
ASEAN seeks to steer middle path between US and China 
Nikkei Asian Review, 23 June 2019 
 
Asean nations on their own cannot control big powers, but together can make their 
voices heard: PM Lee 

The Straits Times, 23 June 2019 

 
Asean still a long way from tackling problem of plastic waste in oceans, but good 
start made: PM Lee 

The Straits Times, 23 June 2019 
 
Civil groups get ignored again 

Bangkok Post, 23 June 2019 
 
Seeing Asean straight as Thailand chairs 

Bangkok Post, 21 June 2019 Thitinan Ponsudhirak 
 
ASEAN bickering on Indo-Pacific 'uninspiring' 

The Jakarta Post, 21 June 2019 
 
No room for civil society groups at Asean Summit 

The Nation, 20 June 2019 
 
Thailand Takes up the ASEAN Challenge 

The Diplomat, VP Hirubalan, 20 June 2019 
 

Commentary 
The Straits Times says; Uncertain times will test Asean spirit 

The Straits Times, 8 June 2019 
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Environment, Marine Debris 
 
 What Asean Can Do To Tackle Plastic Waste Imports 

New Straits Times, 2 July 2019 
 
Curbing the waste crisis 
Bangkok Post, 30 June 2019 
 
Chiang Mai Statement of ASEAN Ministers Responsible for CITES and Wildlife 
Enforcement on Illegal Wildlife Trade 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 June 2019 

ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 June 2019 

EU and ASEAN commit towards a circular economy for plastics in the ASEAN 
Region 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 12 June 2019 

Transport, air-con are key green investment areas in Asean: expert 

Business Times Singapore, 6 June 2019 
 

Energy 
 
Malaysia: ASEAN’s biggest solar employer 
The ASEAN Post, 21 June 2019 
 
Asean at critical point in journey to clean energy: US expert 

The Straits Times 
 

Civil Society, Culture 
 
ASEAN wants more World Heritage Sites 
The ASEAN Post, 28 June 2019 
 
Concept Note and Terms of Reference for the Network of ASEAN Associations of 
ASEAN Member States 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 June 2019 

ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on the ASEAN Cultural Year 2019 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 June 2019 
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REPORT: Plight of citizens PUSHED ASIDE by progress (Example of a cross border 
land expropriation case) 

The Nation, 22 June 2019  
 

Human Rights 
ASEAN pushes forward on upholding human rights in economic pursuit 
ASEAN Secretariat  

The people of Asean deserve better from their human rights watchdog 

The Nation, 18 June 2019 
 
Time to rethink ASEAN's rights body 

The Jakarta Post, 12 June 2019 
 
human rights - Asean watchdog needs substantive protection role 

Bangkok Post, 6 June 2019 
 

Disaster Relief, Humanitarian 
 
Disaster relief shored up with signing of MOI 

The Nation, 2 July 2019 
 
Meeting between the CPR and UN Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 25 June 2019 

Chairman’s Press Statement on the Launch of the Satellite Warehouse in Chainat 
Province under the Disaster Emergency Logistics System for ASEAN (DELSA) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 June 2019 

ASEAN foreign ministers seek time frame for return of Rohingya 
Nikkei Asian Review, 22 June 2019 
 
ASEAN urged to avoid complicity in Rohingya crisis 

The Jakarta Post, 20 June 2019 
 
Include Rohingya in talks on repatriation: rights groups 

The Nation, 18 June 2019 
 
ASEAN SecGen briefs diplomatic corps on the Preliminary Needs Assessment for 
Repatriation in Rakhine State, Myanmar 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 14 June 2019 
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ASEAN: Prioritize rights of Rohingya 

The Jakarta Post, 13 June 2019 
 
The Rohingya need an answer: The Nation 

The Straits Times, 13 June 2019 
Malaysia steps up security as Rohingya land on Thai beach 

The Nation, 14 June 2019 
 
Outcry over Asean report predicting Rohingya's 'smooth' return to Myanmar 

The Straits Times, 9 June 2019 
 

Membership 
ASEAN to consider Timor Leste's admission 

The Jakarta Post, 19 June 2019 
 

External Relations 
ASEANFocus Issue 3/2019 
ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS 

• RCEP: Pivotal to ASEAN’s Indo-Pacific Future 
• Assessing the Upgraded ASEAN-China FTA 
• ASEAN-EU Relations: It Takes Two to Tango 
• Towards ASEAN-EU Strategic Partnership 

 
Australia seeks to bolster relations with ASEAN 
The Jakarta Post, 3 July 2019 
 
BT EXCLUSIVE; Intra-Asia trade adds on muscle as US-Sino spat drags on 

Business Times Singapore, 1 July 2019 
 
RCEP and Indo-Pacific initiatives play second fiddle 

The Jakarta Post, 1 July 2019 
 
Russia vows stronger ties with Indonesia, ASEAN 

The Jakarta Post, 1 July 2019 
 
Prayut: EU willing to normalise ties (Asean resolutions tabled at G20 Summit) 

Bangkok Post, 29 June 2019 
 
Australia backs conclusion of long-delayed RCEP 

Bangkok Post, 28 June 2019 

 
Supply chains re-routed to Asean 

The Nation, 26 June 2019 
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DEVELOPMENT - Key chance for Asean 

Bangkok Post, 25 June 2019 

 

South East Asia is natural test bed for revamped Belt and Road 
Nikkei Asian Review, 24 June 2019 
 
In Indo-Pacific, Jokowi needs to be more assertive 

The Jakarta Post, 22 June 2019 
 
For Asean, US is natural choice, says top defence official 

The Straits Times, 21 June 2019 
 
China wants Asia free trade pact without India 
Nikkei Asian Review, 19 June 2019 
 
Great Expectations: ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific Concept 
The Diplomat, 17 June 2019 
 
What next for Mahathir's pivot to China? 
Nikkei Asian Review, 6 June 2019 
 
S.E.A.View; The economics-security disconnect in America's Indo-Pacific strategy 

The Straits Times, 8 June 2019, Hoang Thi Ha For The Straits Times 
 
TRADE WAR; Asean businesses can play more active role to set agenda amid US-
China dispute 

Business Times Singapore, 5 June 2019 
 
ASEAN, Japan to strengthen ties 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 4 June 2019 

Asean should seize opportunities to work on common platforms amid US-China 
dispute: Chan Chun Sing 

The Straits Times, 4 June 2019 
 
Why Asean must be wary of the Chinese tourist 'weapon' 

The Straits Times, 8 June 2019, Curtis S. Chin and Jose B. Collazo For The Straits 
Times 
 
Singapore and Australia confident that RCEP negotiations can conclude by end-
2019 

The Straits Times, 7 June 2019 
 

RCEP: More delays will be a mistake for India 

The Straits Times, 4 June 2019, James Crabtree and Devyani Pande For The Straits 
Times  
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ASEAN Economic Community 
 
Fifth Issue of ASEAN Economic Integration Brief Released 
ASEAN Secretariat 

ASEAN BUSINESS; Non-tariff barriers hurdle for Asean community targets 

Business Times Singapore, 1 July 2019 
 
ASEAN’s unicorns growing 
The ASEAN Post, 27 June 2019 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES; Electric cars in Asean economies: a slow evolution 

Business Times Singapore, 27 June 2019 
 
Empowering Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise Towards a Digital ASEAN 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 June 2019 

ASEAN, EU hold seminar on Qualifications Framework and Recognition in the Digital 
Era 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 25 June 2019 

It’s getting tougher for ASEAN’s start-ups 
The ASEAN Post, 25 June 2019 
 
ASEAN symposium on Single Window looks to enhance regional trade efficiency 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 24 June 2019 

ASEAN business community identifies ways to improve TVET (Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 24 June 2019 

ASEAN Labour Ministers’ Statement on the Future of Work: Embracing Technology 
for Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 June 2019 

ASEAN Labour Ministers’ Joint Statement on Green Initiative to the 108th 
International Labour Conference 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 June 2019 

Failure to remove non-tariff barriers 'will impede Asean growth' 

Business Times Singapore 
 
ASEAN’s data governance challenge 
The ASEAN Post, 20 June 2019 
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Progress made in ASEAN Smart Cities Network 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 17 June 2019 

Press Statement: EU-ASEAN Business Council and ASEAN Business Advisory 
Council Launch Report on Non-Tariff Barriers in ASEAN: Both Bodies Call for Faster 
Action on Removal of NTBS 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 June 2019 
 
travel - Bloc forum calls for responsible tourism 

Bangkok Post, 21 June 2019 
 
Joint Media Statement of the 28th Meeting of the ASEAN Directors-General of 
Customs (ASEAN Customs Transit System, Authorised Economic Operator, Trade 
Facilitation, Border control) 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 13 June 2019 

RI pins hope on RCEP as global trade flounders 

The Jakarta Post, 13 June 2019 
 
ASEAN identifies potential infrastructure projects 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 10 June 2019 

ASEAN manufacturing PMI improves further in May 
Nikkei Asian Review, 7 June 2019 
 

AEC Domestic 
Heroleads expands in Asean 

Bangkok Post, 2 July 2019 
 
Asean opportunities for Singapore in industrial 3D printing, say experts 

The Straits Times, 2 July 2019 
 
Huge potential seen in MAINTENANCE work 
The Nation, 1 July 2019 
 
TRANSPORT - More cross-border bus services urged 

Bangkok Post, 19 June 2019 
 
Carmakers ready to help Thailand become hub for electric vehicles in Asean 

The Nation, 10 June 2019 
 
More supply chains to shift to Vietnam, Asean 

The Nation, 3 June 2019 
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Misc 
FFP needs to check its facts 

Bangkok Post, 29 June 2019 

FFP leader Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit was accused of committing a faux pas 
when he called on Asean to forego the principle of non-interference among member 
states. 
 
Southeast Asia to launch joint bid to host 2034 World Cup 
Nikkei Asian Review, 24 June 2019 
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