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Ø

2018 ASEAN Meeting on the Management of Plastic and Packaging Waste in Bali,
Indonesia (31 October–6 November) on packaging design and responsible production,
packaging in retail and consumption, packaging waste collection, packaging waste sorting
and recycling, the integration of the informal economy, as well as source-to-sea
management for preventing marine pollution. Available:
http://environment.asean.org/asean-pushes-forward-on-marine-litter-prevention/.

Ø

2017 ASEAN Conference on Reducing Marine Debris in ASEAN Region in Phuket, Thailand
(22–23 November), organised by the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources and
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) of Thailand, in coordination
with the ASEAN Secretariat and IUCN. The conference reviewed the current status of
marine debris pollution at local, regional, and global scales, and provided an opportunity for
participants to exchange knowledge on the most effective methods for addressing marine
debris. Attendees: 250 pax (attendees from ASEAN member states, international
conservation groups, government partners, researchers and local community members).
Available: https://www.iucn.org/news/thailand/201712/iucn-co-hosted-asean-conferencereducing-marine-debris.

Ø

2017 EAS Conference on Combating Marine Plastic Debris in Bali, Indonesia (September).
The Conference discussed proactive ways to increase action on the issue of marine plastic
debris in the region. Available: http://www.indonesianwaste.org/6-7-september-2017-eastasia-summit-conference-on-combating-marine-plastic-debris/.

2.6 Comparison of research focus by different ASEAN fora

Table 1.4.2.1 below summarises the extent to which the ASEAN and ASEAN-Plus bodies are involved
(on the basis of publicly available documents) in the 16 research topics which have been reviewed for
this report.
Whilst it shows that ASEAN governments are concerned with pollution by marine plastics and are
pushing for a better understanding of the issues, activity is recent and still at an early stage. Most of the
research topics are mentioned as an area of interest but little as yet been implemented through active
research efforts that has become public. The details of specific ongoing programmes of work being
conducted under the technical bodies (AWGCME, AWGCW and ACB) are not publicly available. The
general lack of visibility of work done by ASEAN specialised bodies makes their work difficult to assess
by the public.
However, as shown in Part 1, Section 2 of this report on the status of scientific knowledge on pollution
from marine plastics in Southeast and East Asia, states have recently adopted a series of strong waste
management measures and research on the understanding of sources, leakages and impacts. These
measures and research are expanding fast. In particular, media coverage shows a very large number of
initiatives being launched by governments, public interest groups, industries and partnerships between
them all in the ASEAN. One of the early actions taken by many Southeast and East Asian governments
has been focused on limiting the use of plastic bags in supermarkets.
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Table 1.4.2.1. Research focus of different ASEAN fora with respect to marine plastics.
Legend: Red = no research or interest expressed; Light-green = expressed or inferred interest; Dark-green = active or proposed research.
Research Focus

ASEAN FAMAD

AWGCME

ACB

AWGCW

ASEAN+3 (APT)

EAS

Policy, laws, administrative
measures, action plans, guidelines
Upstream research/circular
economy/waste management
Methodology for monitoring of marine
plastic litter, survey and monitoring,
pollution status
Accumulation zones & hotspots
Contribution from rivers

UNDP-PEMSEAADB-ASEAN
Project (IRBMI)

Source differentiation
Discharge from offshore
infrastructures (incl. aquaculture)
Contribution of fisheries/lost and
abandoned fishing gear
Fragmentation and degradation
Ecological and environmental impact
Socio-economic impact
Public outreach/beach clean-up
Organic/inorganic contaminants
associated with marine plastics
Port reception facilities
Fibre-reinforced plastic vessels
Hull scraping and marine coating
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