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retardants) may be slowly released into the sea from marine plastic litter. Plastics can also adsorb
POPs such as PCB, DDT and dioxins which are frequently detected in marine plastic litter, rendering
these chemicals more bioavailable to marine animals.
As of 2019, the Convention controls more than 28 POPs, including those which have been used as
additives, flame retardants or plasticizers in plastics such as: brominated diphenyl ethers (BDE);
hexabromocyclododecane (HBCDD); perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), its salts and
perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride (PFOSF); and short-chain chlorinated paraffins (SCCP).
This Convention is widely adopted in ASEAN+3. Details of its status are included in Table 1.3.7.1
above.
7.2.2 Function and mandate: The Rotterdam Convention

The 2008 Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade (Rotterdam Convention) aims to promote shared
responsibility and cooperative efforts among state parties in the international trade of certain hazardous
chemicals in order to protect human health and the environment from potential harm. It also facilitates
information exchange about the characteristics of hazardous chemicals. Annex III of the Convention
lists chemicals that are submitted to the prior informed consent procedure (PIC procedure) to ensure
that recipients are fully informed of hazardous characteristics and support their environmentally sound
use. It includes 52 chemicals. This formal PIC procedure applies to all substances listed in the Basel
and Stockholm Conventions that may still be traded but under a number of conditions (e.g. DDT and
PCB). Some chemicals, of which the disposal at sea is prohibited under the LC/LP, are also listed in this
Annex III (e.g. mercury).
This Convention is widely adopted in ASEAN+3. Details of its status are included in Table 1.3.7.1
above.

7.3. The Triple COP, The Plastic Waste Partnership and Regional Centres
7.3.1 The Triple COP

In 2011, the COPs of these conventions agreed to develop processes to improve coordination and
cooperation between them. Since 2013, meetings of the COPs have been organised back-to-back and
include joint meetings on common issues. These ‘Triple COP’ meetings have raised awareness of the
interlinkages between the three conventions and between issues such as plastic pollution and marine
litter. They focus on the toxicity of plastics and additives.
In 2017, the COPs to the Basel and Stockholm Conventions acknowledged the issues of marine
plastics and microplastics and encouraged their regional centres to work on this issue. A Working
Group on Marine Litter Plastics and Microplastics and its POPs and EDC Components was also
established. The open-ended Working Group of the Basel Convention was also tasked to consider the
RESEARCH ON MARINE PLASTICS IN ASEAN+3:
A SCIENCE-LAW-POLICY GAP ANALYSIS

PART 1 SECTION 3 – GLOBAL LEGAL AND
INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
194

14/7/2020

issue in the context of the Basel Convention and propose possible action for consideration at the
following COP.
The latest Triple COP (BC COP 14, RC COP 9 and SC COP 9) meetings took place in Geneva in 29
April–10 May 2019. Marine plastic litter and microplastics were discussed in all three meetings and
jointly. The possibility of negotiating a new international binding instrument to control pollution from
plastic waste and associated hazardous substances was also raised.
7.3.2 The Plastic Waste Partnership and tightening of international cooperation

One of the outcomes of the Triple COP was the establishment of a Plastic Waste Partnership under the
Basel Convention to improve and promote the environmentally-sound management of plastic waste,
and in the long-term, eliminate the discharge of plastic waste and microplastics in the marine
environment. The Terms of Reference of the Plastic Waste Partnership is set out in
UNEP/CHW.14/INF/16/Rev.1. See also: http://www.basel.int/Implementation/Plasticwastes
/PlasticWastePartnership/tabid/8096/Default.aspx.
The COPs of the Rotterdam Convention and the Stockholm Convention also requested their respective
Secretariats to work closely with other international organisations, within the scope of their mandates,
on activities relating to marine plastic litter and microplastics (Decisions RC 9/9 and SC 9/19).
7.3.3 Regional Centres

The Regional Centre of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions for Southeast Asia is based in Jakarta
(BCRC/SCRC Indonesia) and works with the ASEAN. Donors/funds/agencies that are involved in issues
related to marine plastic waste, mercury and new POPs in Southeast Asian countries include the GEF,
USAID and KemI (Swedish Chemicals Agency). The main activity of the Regional Centre thus far has
been the organisation of workshops, i.e. the Asian Network for Prevention of Illegal Transboundary
Movement of Hazardous Wastes (the most recent meeting was in November 2019), and the Asia
Pacific Regional Consultations for the meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata
Convention on Mercury (the most recent meeting was in October 2019).
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