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Arnold Pronto is a Principal Legal Officer in the Codification Division 
of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations, working primarily 
in the field of the codification and progressive development of public 
international law. As a member of the Secretariat of the Sixth 
Committee, his activities have included working on the negotiation of 
several international anti-terrorism treaties, as well as the 
establishment of the International Criminal Court. As member of the 
Secretariat of the International Law Commission (since 1999), he has 
worked on a variety of topics, including state responsibility, the 
responsibility of international organizations, diplomatic protection, 
the effects of armed conflicts on treaties, and the protection of 

persons in the event of disasters. He currently leads the Secretariat teams responsible for 
providing substantive guidance on the provisional application of treaties, peremptory norms of 
general international law (jus cogens) and sea-level rise in relation to international law.  
 
Mr. Pronto is a South African who obtained his law degrees in Johannesburg and a Masters 
degree at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, in Boston. He has published, given 
presentations and lectures, and taught, in the area of public international law and international 
human rights law.  


