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2021-2025 ASEAN-REPUBLIC OF KOREA PLAN OF ACTION TO 
IMPLEMENT THE JOINT VISION STATEMENT FOR PEACE, 

PROSPERITY AND PARTNERSHIP 

Adopted in Viet Nam, on 9 September 2020 

 
This Plan of Action (POA) aims to implement the Joint Declaration on ASEAN-Republic of Korea (ROK) 
Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity adopted on 29 October 2010 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, to 
deepen and enhance the strategic partnership, friendly relations, mutually beneficial, meaningful, and 
practical cooperation between ASEAN and the ROK for the period of 2021-2025.This POA builds upon 
the significant achievements made in cooperation activities since the establishment of sectoral dialogue 
partnership in 1989, the successful implementation of previous POAs, and aims to realise the  
ASEAN-ROK Joint Vision Statement for Peace, Prosperity and Partnership adopted at the  
ASEAN-ROK Commemorative Summit on the 30th Anniversary of ASEAN-ROK Dialogue Relations on 
26 November 2019 in Busan, ROK. The POA also aims to contribute to the realisation of ASEAN 2025: 
Forging Ahead Together. 
 

1.  POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION 

1.1  POLITICAL COOPERATION 

1.1.1 Strengthen cooperation in ASEAN-led regional processes and arrangements, such as ASEAN 
Plus One, ASEAN Plus Three, the East Asia Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
and ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) Plus and enhance engagement at other 
relevant regional and multilateral fora, to promote peace, stability, security, development and 
prosperity in the region; 
 

1.1.2 Enhance engagement and exchanges at all levels and relevant sectors to raise the profile of 
ASEAN-ROK relations; 
 

1.1.3 Continue regular engagement among EAS Ambassadors in Jakarta on the implementation of 
Leader’s decisions as well as exchange information on regional development cooperation 
initiatives and security policies and initiatives; and 
 

1.1.4 Support ASEAN’s efforts in peace and reconciliation in the region through relevant ASEAN 
mechanisms, including the ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation (ASEAN-IPR). 
 

1.2  SECURITY COOPERATION 

1.2.1 Foster cooperation to promote conflict prevention and resolution, preventive diplomacy and 
conflict management to enhance peace, security and stability in the region; 
 

1.2.2 Promote the role of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as the code 
of conduct for inter-state relations in Southeast Asia; and 
 

1.2.3 Actively contribute to the realisation of the goals and objectives set out in the ARF Post 2020 
Vision and the ARF Hanoi Plan of Action II (2021-2025) in support of strengthening the ARF 
and advancing the ARF evolution from confidence-building measures to preventive diplomacy 
and to elaborate approaches to conflict resolution. 

 



2021-2025 ASEAN-REPUBLIC OF KOREA PLAN OF ACTION TO IMPLEMENT THE JOINT VISION STATEMENT FOR 
PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PARTNERSHIP 

 
UNOFFICIAL TEXT · CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW · www.cil.nus.edu.sg                                 Page 4 of 16 

1.3  NUCLEAR ENERGY AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

1.3.1 Strengthen cooperation in promoting peaceful uses of nuclear technology in a safe and secure 
manner through capacity building cooperative projects on policy, technology and regulatory 
aspect, including of civilian nuclear energy for ASEAN Member States, through information 
sharing, best practices and safety management on nuclear energy to reinforce the regional 
non-proliferation regime and enhance the region’s preparedness and response for a nuclear or 
radiological emergency; and 
 

1.3.2 Support ASEAN’s efforts in the implementation of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) and its Plan of Action. 
 

1.4  DEFENCE 

1.4.1 Enhance defence dialogue and practical cooperation through the ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF) and the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) including the  
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus Expert Working Groups (ADMM-Plus EWG); and 
 

1.4.2 Support ASEAN’s efforts to address humanitarian aspects of landmines and explosive 
remnants of war in the region through the work of the ASEAN Regional Mine Action Centre 
(ARMAC) and ADMM-Plus EWG on Humanitarian Mine Action in addressing this issue. 

 

1.5  MARITIME COOPERATION 

1.5.1 Further promote maritime cooperation, maritime security and safety, search and rescue, 
freedom of navigation and over-flight above the region and other lawful uses of the seas, and 
unimpeded lawful maritime commerce, the exercise of self-restraint, the non-use of force or the 
threat to use force, and the resolution of disputes by peaceful means, in accordance with 
universally recognised principles of international law,  the 1982 United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), including  the relevant Standards and Recommended Practices 
of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and the relevant instruments and 
conventions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO); and 
 

1.5.2 Promote cooperation for the protection and conservation of marine environment, and 
sustainability of the oceans, in accordance with the UNCLOS and where appropriate other 
relevant international conventions. 

 

1.6  NON-TRADITIONAL SECURITY 

1.6.1 Strengthen cooperation to combat terrorism, violent extremism and other transnational crimes 
through the ASEAN Plus ROK Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC + ROK), 
the ASEAN Plus ROK Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC + ROK), 
ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters + ROK (ASOD + ROK) Consultation and other 
mechanisms by exchanging information, sharing best practices and expertise, training and 
capacity-building of law enforcement personnel, including police, prosecutors, investigating 
magistrates and customs personnel and other personnel charged with the prevention, detection 
and control of the offences, among others; 
 

1.6.2 Increase cooperation in border management to safeguard our region while facilitating 
movement of people and enhance police cooperation under the frameworks of the International 
Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL) and the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police 
(ASEANAPOL); and 
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1.6.3 Promote cooperation in the areas of cybersecurity to create an open, secure, stable, accessible 

and a peaceful ICT environment. 
 

1.7  GOOD GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

1.7.1 Enhance dialogue and promote education, awareness raising activities, capacity-building 
initiatives such as trainings, study visits, and conferences as well as exchanges of best 
practices and information in the areas of good governance, democracy, rule of law, human 
rights and fundamental freedoms; 
 

1.7.2 Support ASEAN’s effort to implement and promote the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 
(AHRD), the Phnom Penh Statement on the Adoption of the AHRD, and relevant ASEAN 
declarations and instruments pertaining to human rights and fundamental freedoms to which 
all ASEAN Member States are parties; 
 

1.7.3 Support the work of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and 
the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children 
(ACWC) and, where appropriate, other ASEAN sectoral bodies dealing with human rights in 
accordance with the respective mandates and work plans; and 
 

1.7.4 Explore opportunities to promote gender equality through knowledge sharing and interpersonal 
exchange. 

 

2.  ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

2.1  TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

2.1.1 Maintain regular dialogue to promote mutual trade and investment through the ASEAN 
Economic Ministers-ROK (AEM-ROK) Consultations, the Senior Economic Officials’ Meeting 
(SEOM)-ROK Consultations and other existing dialogue mechanisms including Dialogue 
between the ASEAN Secretary-General and the Association of ASEAN Korean Chambers 
(AAKC); 
 

2.1.2 Accelerate two-way flows of trade and investment between ASEAN and the ROK, through 
improving the ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Area (AKFTA), including but not limited to further 
liberalization of Sensitive Track products under ASEAN-Korea Trade in Goods Agreement 
(AKTIGA) and full implementation of the Third Protocol to Amend the AKTIGA; 
 

2.1.3 Strengthen economic cooperation in possible areas of standard cooperation, including the 
possible establishment of ASEAN-ROK Standardization Joint Research Center to expand 
mutually beneficial trade and investment, and further enhance capacity building through the 
effective implementation of ASEAN-ROK economic cooperation projects; 
 

2.1.4 Encourage ASEAN-Korea Centre (AKC) to facilitate and promote trade and investment 
opportunities such as green technology, and innovations of Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), 
as well as in manufacturing industries; and 
 

2.1.5 Support the implementation of a modern, comprehensive, high-quality and mutually beneficial 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement. 
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2.2  FINANCE 

2.2.1 Enhance regional financial stability through the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralisation (CMIM) 
and the Asian Bond Markets Initiative (ABMI), including the Credit Guarantee and Investment 
Facility (CGIF), as well as strengthen regional macroeconomic surveillance and dialogue on 
macroeconomic and financial policies particularly through the ASEAN+3 Macroeconomic 
Research Office; 
 

2.2.2 Support the development and growth of Asian bond markets for the security and advancement 
of the region’s financial market; including exploring creative and innovative and mutually 
beneficial approaches to push forward the ABMI in line with the new ABMI Roadmap to lay 
foundation for the development and expansion of regional bond markets; and 
 

2.2.3 Support ASEAN in human resource development and capacity building in the financial sectors. 
 

2.3  CUSTOMS 

2.3.1 Strengthen customs cooperation, in the sharing of best practices on streamlining and 
simplification of customs procedures, enforcement and risk management techniques, 
application of information technology in customs procedures, and to continue consultations 
within the ASEAN-ROK Customs Consultation to enhance coordination in the customs areas. 
 

2.4  MICRO, SMALL, AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES (MSMES) 

2.4.1 Support the implementation of the ASEAN Strategic Action Plan for SME Development  
(2016-2025) including sharing best practices, experiences, strengthening business networks 
and capacity building on the development of MSMEs and convening of seminars, workshops 
and symposiums; 
 

2.4.2 Promote stronger networking, cooperation and knowledge sharing between ASEAN and ROK 
to facilitate development of the startup ecosystem including through the “ASEAN-ROK Startups 
Partnership” and ASEAN Coordinating Committee on Micro, Small and Medium  
Enterprises-the Ministry of SMEs and Startups of the ROK (ACCMSME-MSS) Policy Dialogue 
platform; 
 

2.4.3 Promote the role of the ASEAN-ROK Business Council (AKBC) as a business-driven 
consultative body, and the ASEAN Coordinating Committee on Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (ACCMSMEs) as a focal point in MSMEs, in order to assist ASEAN and the ROK 
MSMEs in entering each other’s markets and in promoting bilateral trade and investment; 
 

2.4.4 Promote cooperation on innovation between ASEAN and the ROK, including the possible 
establishment of an ASEAN-ROK Industrial Innovation Center, to enhance innovation capacity, 
optimise human capital development and improve the capacity and capability of ASEAN 
MSMEs, as well as expand cooperation regarding non-tech-based startup in ASEAN countries; 
and 
 

2.4.5 Encourage and empower MSMEs by promoting and accelerating the use of digital technology 
in order to enhance competitiveness and resilience of MSMEs as well as market access. 
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2.5  ENERGY 

2.5.1 Further enhance the cooperation and collaboration in energy cooperation between ASEAN and 
the ROK through capacity-building programmes on technology transfer such as workshops, 
seminars, exchange of expertise and technical assistance as well as various activities for 
instance joint research and publications and demonstration projects, in line with the relevant 
regional frameworks such as the ASEAN Plan on Action of Energy Cooperation (APAEC)  
2016-2025; 
 

2.5.2 Strengthen cooperation in renewable energy, energy efficiency and conservation, energy 
storage system and low carbon technologies in order to reduce the dependence on fossil fuels; 
and 
 

2.5.3 Support the rural household electrification programmes of ASEAN Member States including 
through solar energy storage, biomass, biogas, micro hydro and off-grid electrification. 
 

2.6  INFRASTRUCTURE 

2.6.1 Enhance cooperation in sustainable infrastructure including green infrastructure, transport and 
logistics, energy, water resources management and ICT infrastructure development by 
implementing related projects and sharing best practices and technologies that will together 
provide a long-term foundation for inclusive and equitable growth, and encourage regular 
exchanges between ASEAN and the ROK through various platforms, including through 
meetings between ASEAN and ROK Ministers Responsible for Infrastructure; and 
 

2.6.2 Strengthen cooperation to improve infrastructure development in the region by encouraging 
sustainable infrastructure investment through public and private partnership and other 
modalities to mobilise private sector investment, where appropriate, with a view to contributing 
to implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) 2025. 
 

2.7  TRANSPORT 

2.7.1 Enhance policy dialogue and knowledge exchanges in transport and logistics cooperation 
through the ASEAN and ROK Transport Ministers Meeting, ASEAN and ROK Senior Transport 
Officials Meeting (STOM+ROK) and other relevant mechanisms to support the implementation 
of the Kuala Lumpur Transport Strategic Plan (ASEAN Transport Strategic Plan) (2016-2025); 
 

2.7.2 Support the implementation of the “Framework of Transport Cooperation between Transport 
Authorities of ASEAN and the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs of the ROK”, 
which was adopted in December 2009, and the revised ASEAN-ROK Transport Cooperation 
Roadmap, which will contribute, through the cooperation between ASEAN and the ROK, to the 
ASEAN Transport Strategic Plan 2016-2025; 
 

2.7.3 Continue capacity building and knowledge sharing in the transport sector through training 
programmes, the ASEAN-ROK Transport Cooperation Forum, and other related ASEAN-ROK 
projects; 
 

2.7.4 Enhance air transport connectivity between and beyond ASEAN and the ROK and strengthen 
efforts to conclude a more liberal and mutually beneficial ASEAN-ROK Air Services Agreement; 
and 
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2.7.5 Promote ASEAN-ROK Port Development Cooperation by implementing effective measures to 
ensure navigation safety and better port linkages and transferring the ROK's knowledge and 
skills on policies and technologies of port development and operation to ASEAN port experts. 
 

2.8  FOOD, AGRICULTURE, AND FORESTRY 

2.8.1 Enhance dialogue, exchange of information and technology, sharing of best practices and 
expertise, capacity building, human resource developments in key areas of mutual interests in 
the fields of food, agriculture and forestry; 
 

2.8.2 Endeavour to launch cooperation projects in the fields of food, agriculture and forestry including 
by encouraging more investment and involvement of private sector; 
 

2.8.3 Enhance collaboration on the implementation of sustainable forest management, forest law 
enforcement and governance (FLEG), timber legality assurance, forest and climate change, 
and assist small and medium (forestry) enterprises to meet international market requirements; 
 

2.8.4 Strengthen collaboration and synergy with the Asian Forest Cooperation Organisation (AFoCO) 
to address common forestry-related issues and promote joint cooperation between ASEAN and 
AFoCO; and 
 

2.8.5 Promote responsible fishing practices and combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 
and enhance the capacity to preserve and manage the marine resources. 

 

2.9  INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) 

2.9.1 Enhance policy dialogue and information exchanges through the ASEAN Digital Ministers’ 
Meeting with the ROK (ADGMIN + ROK) and other relevant mechanisms; 
 

2.9.2 Support the implementation of the ASEAN Digital Master Plan (ADMP) 2025 with emerging 
technologies such as 5G, Internet of Things (IoT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI), open data and 
big data analytics in order to foster ASEAN-ROK digital ecosystem; 
 

2.9.3 Support the development of ICT infrastructure and bridge the digital divide through capacity-
building initiatives, as well as sharing of experiences and best practices to harness benefits of 
digital innovation; 
 

2.9.4 Promote cooperation through various activities, initiatives and joint programmes of ICT 
development to deepen partnership between ASEAN and the ROK, which facilitate digital 
innovation and enhance smart connectivity; and 
 

2.9.5 Further strengthen cooperation in the fields of digital economy, including ICT, human resource 
development, information security, e-government, smart city development, digital literacy, 
digital convergence and enhance collaboration to address new challenges brought about by 
advances in digital technology. 
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2.10  TOURISM 

2.10.1 Promote tourism between ASEAN and the ROK through joint programmes on marketing and 
promotions, travel and investment facilitation, improvement of the environment to receive 
tourists in local areas, sharing of best practices, exchange of information on tourism statistics 
and investment opportunity, capacity building and encourage training and advancement 
programs for tourism professionals, including MSMEs and other relevant sectors, so that they 
can benefit from the development in tourism industry; 
 

2.10.2 Promote tourism development that supports the protection and conservation of biodiversity, 
and enhance its role as one of the main resources for tourism destinations; 
 

2.10.3 Support the development of quality tourism, where appropriate, through promotion of tourism 
industry standards and programmes for sustainable tourism and human resources 
development; 
 

2.10.4 Support activities of the ASEAN-Korea Centre to promote tourism and cultural exchanges 
between ASEAN and the ROK, including the ASEAN Week and the ASEAN-Korea Tourism 
Development Workshop; 
 

2.10.5 Encourage and facilitate the participation of business communities and other tourism segments 
in travel marts, exhibitions and tourism festivals both in ASEAN and the ROK; and 
 

2.10.6 Strengthen cooperation in crisis communications through sharing of accurate and timely 
information to relevant tourism organisations. 
 

2.11  SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 

2.11.1 Promote cooperation on science, technology, and innovation through facilitating human 
resource development, intensifying research and development collaboration in strategic and 
innovative areas, fostering technology transfer including exchange of information and sharing 
of knowledge, and commercialisation between ASEAN Member States and the ROK; 
 

2.11.2 Encourage joint research activities and exchanges of youth experts, and scientists among 
research institutes, higher education institutions and enterprises among all ASEAN Member 
States and the ROK; and 
 

2.11.3 Strengthen partnerships in the fields of innovative industries such as smart agriculture, future 
environment and energy, future mobility and smart life including next generation automobile, 
healthcare innovation, robotics and automation, bioeconomy, and smart electronics and 
appliances, by sharing best practices and experiences to better respond the challenges and 
opportunities of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). 

 

2.12  INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP) 

2.12.1 Strengthen cooperation in areas of IP capacity building, IP protection and IP utilization; and 
 

2.12.2 Continue collaboration on IP education and continue dialogue and exchange of information on 
IP policies and regulations. 
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3.  SOCIO-CULTURAL COOPERATION  

3.1  DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3.1.1 Strengthen cooperation in disaster management, including community-based approach in the 
disaster risk reduction, disaster risk monitoring, and early warning, emergency preparedness, 
emergency response and relief, and recovery with a view to contribute to building resilient 
ASEAN Community based on the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and 
Emergency Response (AADMER) and its Work Programmes; 
 

3.1.2 Jointly develop and implement various cooperative projects in disaster management, including 
providing training to officials in the field of disaster management, and supporting the 
implementation of standardisation and certification framework of disaster management 
profession in the region; and 
 

3.1.3 Support the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster 
management’s (AHA Centre) initiatives in capacity building in disaster management such as its 
collaboration with the National Fire Agency of the ROK. 
 

3.2 ENVIRONMENT 

3.2.1 Conduct supplementary activities with ASEAN Member States to respond to climate change by 
focusing on the implementation of relevant actions in the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 
Blueprint (ASCC Blueprint) 2025 and the Action Plan of the ASEAN Working Group on Climate 
Change (AWGCC). This include strengthening capacity-building and technical support for 
ASEAN Member States to respond to climate change including Carbon Capture Utilisation and 
Storage (CCUS), Carbon Pricing cooperation and renewable energy; 
 

3.2.2 Promote high-level policy dialogue on environment, including through the ASEAN Plus Three 
Environment Ministers Meeting; 
 

3.2.3 Promote cooperation to provide the peoples of ASEAN access to clean water, clean air, waste 
management and sanitation service and other social services; 
 

3.2.4 Promote capacity-building for ASEAN Member States through education programmes,  
joint-training courses, joint research, exchanges of expertise, transfer of technology and 
sharing knowledge in field of environment; 
 

3.2.5 Strengthen cooperation on biodiversity conservation and management and support the work of 
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB); and 
 

3.2.6 Strengthen cooperation in environment, sustainable marine economic development, and 
human health by supporting existing efforts to combat plastic pollution and reduce marine 
plastic debris, through the implementation of the Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine 
Debris in ASEAN Region and the ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris, including by 
exploring the possible development of a regional plan of action and guidelines on combating 
marine plastic debris, and promoting efforts to support the development of national actions to 
prevent, reduce, and manage marine plastic debris. 
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3.3  HEALTH 

3.3.1 Strengthen efforts on universal health coverage, including ensuring access to basic healthcare, 
building a dialogue channel such as meeting between ASEAN and ROK Ministers for Health, 
sharing health technology and capacity building for health workforce and healthcare system; 
 

3.3.2 Cooperate in response to public health emergencies including emerging and re-emerging 
infectious and communicable diseases as well as in preparedness and responses against 
pandemic influenza including cooperation to strengthen capacity to address public health 
emergencies, and support for the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund as well as facilitating 
post-pandemic recovery, with a view to addressing the adverse impact of the pandemic and 
enhancing regional resilience; 
 

3.3.3 Exchange information and expertise in chronic disease prevention and control and  
non-communicable diseases, including mental health; 
 

3.3.4 Cooperate on Traditional and Complementary Medicine (T&CM) using an evidence-based 
approach; and 
 

3.3.5 Explore cooperation in addressing other growing health challenges, including ageing, through 
capacity development programmes, exchange of best practices and research and 
development. 
 

3.4  EDUCATION 

3.4.1 Expand education scholarship programmes for ASEAN students, children and youth with 
disabilities including through the existing International College Student Exchange Programme, 
and promote ASEAN studies and languages in the ROK as well as Korean studies and Korean 
language in ASEAN, including through Centers for Korean studies in ASEAN Member States; 
 

3.4.2 Promote inclusive education, including early childhood education, lifelong learning, 21st Century 
skills-training as well as efforts to improve the quality of education, and encourage innovation 
such as e-learning through the use of ICTs; 
 

3.4.3 Carry out workshops, joint research and training, and exchange of fellowships, exchange of 
teachers and students, and staff from think-tanks as well as enhance capabilities of higher 
education through the existing ASEAN-Korea Academic Exchange Programme, ASEAN-ROK 
Think Tank Strategic Dialogue and among ASEAN and ROK academic institutions; and 
 

3.4.4 Support educational programmes in the field of science and technology as well as increase 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) opportunities for ASEAN students, 
including those with disabilities. 
 

3.5  INFORMATION 

3.5.1 Promote further cooperation in the fields of information, news and mass media, including 
through dialogue among policymakers and relevant government bodies such as news and 
broadcasting agencies, regular media exchange visits and trainings, and good practice sharing 
among media personnel and professionals; 
 

3.5.2 Organise activities in ASEAN and the ROK to promote public awareness on ASEAN-ROK 
relations; 
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3.5.3 Strengthen cooperation in promoting film development and organisations between ASEAN and 

ROK in various fields such as co-production, archiving, promotion, education, training, research 
and information sharing, with a view toward ASEAN-ROK partnership in film; 
 

3.5.4 Promote the development of creative industries through cooperation initiatives that leverage 
4IR and emerging digital technologies; and 
 

3.5.5 Develop human resources by encouraging technical cooperation among broadcasters, content 
producers, and other practitioners in the field of media and information, including through the 
cooperation and assistance of the ASEAN-Korea Centre. 
 

3.6  CULTURE AND ARTS 

3.6.1 Enhance dialogue among culture and arts policymakers, practitioners and experts to foster 
greater awareness of cultural heritage and strengthen cultural identity and a sense of regional 
belonging; 
 

3.6.2 Promote high-level policy dialogue on culture and arts, including through the ASEAN-ROK 
Ministers Responsible for Culture and Arts and the ASEAN Plus Three Ministers Responsible 
for Culture and Arts; 
 

3.6.3 Support the promotion of ASEAN Identity, which will contribute to the efforts on ASEAN 
Community Building and ASEAN Vision 2025; 
 

3.6.4 Promote joint cultural initiatives and programmes such as performances, exhibitions, and art 
and cultural festivals, and people-to-people exchanges in various artistic fields such as visual 
arts, music, performances; 
 

3.6.5 Promote the development of small and medium-sized cultural industries; 
 

3.6.6 Facilitate networking and exchanges through exhibitions, cultural performances, exchange 
programmes, cultural awareness promotions, and other similar projects to foster greater 
awareness about cultural heritage of ASEAN and ROK with the support of the ASEAN-Korea 
Centre in Seoul, ASEAN Culture House in Busan, and ASEAN Cultural Center in Bangkok, as 
well as other related institutions such as Asia Culture Center in Gwangju; 
 

3.6.7 Facilitate exchanges and human resource development of professionals and managers of 
cultural institutions in various fields of culture and the arts, such as performance art and cultural 
heritage; and 
 

3.6.8 Strengthen joint research on the preservation and conservation of cultural heritage, support the 
capacity building of ASEAN experts in the field of cultural heritage preservation including 
through the Asia Cooperation Programme in Conservation Science, including through possible 
establishment of the ASEAN-ROK Cultural Heritage Cooperation Organisation. 
 

3.7  YOUTH AND PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE EXCHANGE 

3.7.1 Facilitate more people exchanges by improving the Visa System for ASEAN Member States, 
enhancing mutual understanding, and exploring Working Holiday Agreements with each of 
ASEAN Member States; 
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3.7.2 Continue to implement, expand and develop various exchange programmes involving the 
ASEAN-ROK youth to promote youth’s contribution to community development such as 
volunteerism and social entrepreneurship including through the ASEAN Plus Three Senior 
Officials Meeting on Youth, the ASEAN Foundation, ASEAN-ROK youth exchange program 
and ASEAN Youth Camp; 
 

3.7.3 Support capacity building programmes related to youth, including those with disabilities 
especially on issues related to TVET entrepreneurship including through research centres, 
study visits or programmes; and 
 

3.7.4 Establish and expand a network for future generations towards fostering future-ready ASEAN 
youth through digital skills development and youth engagement in the region’s policy discourse, 
including through the ROK’s initiative under the “ASEAN-ROK Next-generation Opinion 
Leaders Programme”. 
 

3.8  SPORTS 

3.8.1 Encourage the exchange of information and experience in sports medicine and science; 
 
3.8.2 Support the exchange of knowledge, skills and experience in sports tourism and sports industry, 

including the area of construction, and operation of venues/facilities and the organisation of 
major sports events; 
 

3.8.3 Encourage the exchange and training of athletes and officials as well as participation in sports 
events; and 
 

3.8.4 Support the capacity development in the field of sport through participation in trainings, 
seminars and symposiums. 
 

3.9  CIVIL SERVICE MATTERS 

3.9.1 Enhance dialogues and exchange on cooperation in civil service matters through relevant 
ASEAN-ROK mechanisms, including sharing information and best practices to accelerate an 
agile ASEAN and ROK civil services in a digital economy; 
 

3.9.2 Support ASEAN Member States in promoting culture of a good governance and e-governance 
among civil servants at all levels and across public sector agencies; and 
 

3.9.3 Enhance cooperation in civil service matters through the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation on 
Civil Services Matters (ACCSM+3), towards building people-centric civil service in ASEAN 
through short-term trainings, study visits, conferences and other activities, on issues related to 
e-governance; human resource management and human resource development; productivity 
in the public sector; good governance; public sector reform; local administration capacity 
building and cooperation; and research and innovation. 

 

3.10  LABOUR AND MIGRANT WORKERS 

3.10.1 Support ASEAN Member States in promoting decent jobs to the people through training 
programmes and the exchange of experts in the fields of labour standards, industrial relations, 
labour market information, gender equality in employment, as well as development of technical 
and vocational skills, including cooperation through ASEAN TVET Council; 
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3.10.2 Cooperate to support the implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and 

Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers and the work of ASEAN Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC); and 
 

3.10.3 Share experiences and expand training and capacity-building programmes for the development 
of human resources, and overseas volunteer programmes. 
 

3.11  SOCIAL WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT 

3.11.1 Support the operationalisation of the Regional Framework and Action Plans to implement the 
ASEAN Declaration on Strengthening Social Protection, including strengthening the capacity 
of ASEAN in establishing social security systems and improving access to social protection 
programmes and services; 
 

3.11.2 Support the implementation of the ASEAN Social Work Consortium (ASWC) Work Plan and 
ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025: Mainstreaming the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
 

3.11.3 Implement joint activities addressing public health, social welfare of children, women, elderly, 
people with disabilities, and the poor; and 
 

3.11.4 Support the strengthening of entrepreneurship skills for women, youth, elderly, persons with 
disabilities and vulnerable groups. 
 

3.12  CULTURE OF PREVENTION 

3.12.1 Explore opportunities to support the implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on Culture of 
Prevention for a Peaceful, Inclusive, Resilient, Healthy and Harmonious society. 

 

4.  CROSS-SECTORAL COOPERATION  

4.1  CONNECTIVITY 

4.1.1 Strengthen cooperation to enhance ASEAN Connectivity through the implementation of the 
Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) 2025; 
 

4.1.2 Provide technical and financial support in the areas of sustainable infrastructure, digital 
innovation, seamless logistics, regulatory excellence, and people mobility such as road, rail, 
air, sea and digital linkages within ASEAN so as to facilitate cross-border trade and movement 
of people to enhance regional connectivity; 
 

4.1.3 Enhance people-to-people connectivity through development of human capital, strengthen 
TVET programmes and related initiatives, scholarships and fellowships, and educational 
exchanges for ASEAN people; and 
 

4.1.4 Strengthen engagement and consultation on connectivity cooperation through regular bilateral 
and multilateral dialogue. 
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4.2  INITIATIVE FOR ASEAN INTEGRATION (IAI) AND NARROWING DEVELOPMENT GAP 

4.2.1 Continue to support ASEAN’s efforts in narrowing the development gap within and between 
ASEAN Member States, through the implementation of IAI Work Plan IV (2021-2025) as well 
as alleviating poverty and promoting sustainable development in order to realise the ASEAN 
Community and regional integration; 
 

4.2.2 Continue to support CLMV countries in the implementation of the IAI through areas such as 
human resource development by increasing the development scholarships, vocational 
education, and training programmes; 
 

4.3  SMART CITIES 

4.3.1 Support the ASEAN Smart City Network (ASCN) and the ASEAN Sustainable Urbanisation 
Strategy (ASUS) to build communities that are resilient, innovative and well-connected towards 
achieving smart and sustainable development; 
 

4.3.2 Explore partnerships with ASCN and ASCN cities, in areas of mutual benefits and interests, 
including through various platforms that encourage discussions on smart cities; and 
 

4.3.3 Enhance dialogue and promote capacity-building initiatives such as training programmes, study 
visits, and conferences as well as exchanges of best practices, information and experts. 
 

4.4  SUB-REGIONAL COOPERATION 

4.4.1 Continue to strengthen cooperation under relevant sub-regional framework and cooperation 
mechanisms to support efforts to narrow the development gap in the region. 
 

5.  SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
5.1 Promote dialogue and cooperation to enhance complementarities between the ASEAN 

Community Vision 2025 and the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; and 
 

5.2 Supporting ASEAN institutions and mechanisms that help facilitate sustainable development 
cooperation in the region, including but not limited to the ASEAN Centre for Sustainable 
Development Studies and Dialogue (ACSDSD) in Thailand and the ASEAN Institute for Green 
Economy (AIGE) in Myanmar. 

 

6.  STRENGTHENING ASEAN’S INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
6.1 Explore avenues to enhance capacity building of ASEAN institutions, including the ASEAN 

Secretariat. 
 

7.  IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS 
7.1 This POA will be taken forward using the ASEAN-Korea Cooperation Fund and other available 

funding sources from ASEAN and the ROK; 
 

7.2 Concerned ASEAN sectoral bodies and agencies of the ROK will jointly draw up specific work 
programmes/projects to implement the actions and measures outlined in this POA; and 
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7.3 Review of this POA will be made through the ASEAN PMC +1 Session with the ROK, the 
ASEAN-ROK Dialogue and the ASEAN-ROK Joint Cooperation Committee. Progress report of 
the implementation of this POA will be submitted to the annual ASEAN-ROK Summit. 


