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Commentary 
The Role of Malaysia in ASEAN 
Modern Diplomacy, Harsh Mahaseth, 28 October 2020 

 
ASEAN is challenged by the Sabah issue, yet again 
The Jakarta Post, 23 October 2020 

 
Disrupting corruption in government purchases in ASEAN 
The Jakarta Post, 22 October 2020 
 
Southeast Asia is Rushing Headlong Toward an ‘Asian Fall’ 
The Diplomat, 1 October 2020 

Commentary (Geopolitics) 
Suga gives Southeast Asia credible options besides China 
Nikkei Asian Review, 30 October 2020 

 
US-China relations are the ties that bind for Singapore and Asean 
South China Morning Post, George Yeo, 30 October 2020 

 
Retired Singapore diplomat Bilahari Kausikan dismisses claims by Cambodia of being agent 
to foreign power 
The Straits Times, 29 October 2020 

 

 

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/10/28/the-role-of-malaysia-in-asean/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2020/10/23/asean-is-challenged-by-the-sabah-issue-yet-again.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2020/10/22/disrupting-corruption-in-government-purchases-in-asean.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/southeast-asia-is-rushing-headlong-toward-an-asian-fall/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Suga-gives-Southeast-Asia-credible-options-besides-China
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3107636/us-china-relations-are-ties-bind-singapore-and-asean
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/retired-singapore-diplomat-dismisses-claims-by-cambodia-of-being-agent-to-foreign
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/retired-singapore-diplomat-dismisses-claims-by-cambodia-of-being-agent-to-foreign
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Could ASEAN Really Cut Laos and Cambodia Loose? 
The Diplomat, 29 October 2020 

 
ASEAN Is Failing On The South China Sea Issue 
The Diplomat, 26 October 2020 

 
The relevance of ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific amid COVID-19 
The Jakarta Post, 23 October 2020 
 
ASEAN at crossroads: NAM has no alternative 
The Jakarta Post, 22 October 2020 
 
Sino-US Rivalry: Non-Negotiables for US Approaches to Southeast Asia 
ISEAS Perspective, William Choong, 22 October 2020 

 
The Pandemic and Power Shifts in Asia (podcast) 
The Diplomat, 20 October 2020 

 
Commentary: PM Suga's Indo-Pacific initiative is alarming for RI and ASEAN 
The Jakarta Post, 19 October 2020 
 
Why Trump’s Anti-China Policy Falls on Deaf Ears in Southeast Asia 
The Diplomat, 16 October 2020 

 
Hedging, Over Commitment, and the Escalating Risk of Conflict in Southeast Asia 
The Diplomat, 16 October 2020 

 
China warns ASEAN members to be 'vigilant' on US strategy in region 
Nikkei Asian Review, 13 October 2020 
 
China and ASEAN enjoy an economic tie that U.S. can't buy 
CGTN, 11 October 2020 
 
What the Quad Meeting Means for ASEAN 
The Diplomat, 9 October 2020 

 
The Trump Administration and Southeast Asia: Half-time or Game Over? 
ISEAS Perspective, Ian Storey and Malcolm Cook, 7 October 2020 

 
Asean mulls role in Korean Peninsula 
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 6 October 2020 

 
ASEAN stress-tested by big power rivalry 
East Asia Forum, 5 October 2020 
 
Strategic stability vis-a-vis ASEAN: A strange formula?  
The Jakarta Post, 5 October 2020 
 
ASEAN members can still have their cake and eat it too 
East Asia Forum, David Camroux, 4 October 2020 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/could-asean-really-cut-laos-and-cambodia-loose/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/asean-is-failing-on-the-south-china-sea-issue/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2020/10/23/the-relevance-of-asean-outlook-on-indo-pacific-amid-covid-19.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/23/asean-at-crossroads-nam-has-no-alternative.html
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ISEAS_Perspective_2020_122.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/the-pandemic-and-power-in-asia/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/19/pm-sugas-indo-pacific-initiative-is-alarming-for-ri-and-region.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/why-trumps-anti-china-policy-falls-on-deaf-ears-in-southeast-asia/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/hedging-over-commitment-and-the-escalating-risk-of-conflict-in-southeast-asia/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/China-warns-ASEAN-members-to-be-vigilant-on-US-strategy-in-region
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-10-11/China-and-ASEAN-enjoy-an-economic-tie-that-U-S-can-t-buy-UvlNfn3WO4/index.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/what-the-quad-meeting-means-for-asean/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ISEAS_Perspective_2020_112.pdf
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1997311/asean-mulls-role-in-korean-peninsula
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/05/asean-stress-tested-by-big-power-rivalry/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/08/strategic-stability-vis-vis-asean-a-strange-formula.html
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/04/asean-members-can-still-have-their-cake-and-eat-it-too/
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COVID 
ASEAN, associated entities to deepen cooperation amid COVID-19 pandemic 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 20 October 2020 
 
ASEAN launches social protection guidelines for inclusive COVID-19 response 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 19 October 2020 
 
Boosting ASEAN+3's economic resilience and recovery during COVID-19 
Nikkei Asian Review, 13 October 2020 

 
Improving ASEAN COVID-19 response: Implementation key 
The Jakarta Post, 7 October 2020 

 
CORONAVIRUS - Recovering and building back better as a region 
Bangkok Post, Lim Jock Hoi, 5 October 2020 

 
THE BOTTOM LINE; Link Asean Pandemic Recovery Fund to sustainability 
Business Times Singapore, Tony Cripps, 1 October 2020 

External Relations 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between 
ASEAN and the United Nations (2021-2025) 
 
Bangladesh keen for establishing road, rail links with China, ASEAN countries 
Xinhuanet, 30 October 2020 

 
Southeast Asia and Japan’s Indo-Pacific Vision: What’s Next After Suga’s ASEAN Tour? 
The Diplomat, 29 October 2020 
 
The ASEAN-United Nations (UN) Secretariat-to-Secretariat (S2S) Meeting 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 October 2020 
 
Japan's new overtures to Asean 
The Straits Times, 22 October 2020 

 
What Did the Chinese FM’s Tour of Southeast Asia Achieve? 
The Diplomat, 21 October 2020 

 
Japan promises to diversify supply chains across ASEAN 
Nikkei Asian Review, 20 October 2020 

 
ASEAN, ROK to forge closer cooperation 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 19 October 2020 
 
ASEAN, Switzerland affirm commitment to strengthen cooperation 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 19 October 2020 
 
Why France is stepping up its engagement with Asean 
The Straits Times, 19 October 2020 

https://asean.org/asean-associated-entities-deepen-cooperation-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://asean.org/asean-launches-social-protection-guidelines-inclusive-covid-19-response/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Boosting-ASEAN-3-s-economic-resilience-and-recovery-during-COVID-19
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/07/improving-asean-covid-19-response-implementation-key.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1996567/recovering-and-building-back-better-as-a-region
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion/link-asean-pandemic-recovery-fund-to-sustainability
https://asean.org/plan-action-implement-joint-declaration-comprehensive-partnership-asean-united-nations-2021-2025/
https://asean.org/plan-action-implement-joint-declaration-comprehensive-partnership-asean-united-nations-2021-2025/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-10/30/c_139478160.htm
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/southeast-asia-and-japans-indo-pacific-vision-whats-next-after-sugas-asean-tour/
https://asean.org/asean-united-nations-un-secretariat-secretariat-s2s-meeting/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/st-editorial/japans-new-overtures-to-asean-0
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/what-did-the-chinese-fms-asia-tour-of-southeast-asia-achieve/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-promises-to-diversify-supply-chains-across-ASEAN
https://asean.org/asean-rok-forge-closer-cooperation/
https://asean.org/asean-switzerland-affirm-commitment-strengthen-cooperation/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/why-france-is-stepping-up-its-engagement-with-asean
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Suga pledges to help ASEAN establish rule of law 
NHK World-Japan, 19 October 2020 

 
Indonesian Special Envoy Visits China in Show of Cooperation 
The Diplomat, 15 October 2020 

 
Asean and EU: The untold story 
The Straits Times, 14 October 2020 

 
Southeast Asian countries are alarmed by Pompeo's scheme 
Global Times, 10 October 2020 
 
Asean still attractive for European businesses, survey shows 
The Nation, 8 October 2020 
 
New Emphasis Needed: South Korea’s New Southern Policy and ASEAN 
ISEAS Perspective, Lee Jaehyon, 5 October 2020 

 
ASEAN, ROK launch ASEAN Mobility training project 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 1 October 2020 

Agriculture & Forestry 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Joint Press Statement of The Twentieth Meeting of The ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and 
Forestry and The Ministers of Agriculture of The People’s Republic of China, Japan and The 
Republic of Korea 
Joint Press Statement of The Sixth ASEAN-India Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and 
Forestry 

Environment/Energy 
EU launches €5m project to protect Asean biodiversity from illegal loggers 
The Nation, 28 October 2020 
 
Asean moves one step closer to power integration 
Business Times Singapore, Sharon See, 27 October 2020 

 
ASEAN launches SDG Indicators Baseline Report, Online Database for SDG Indicators 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 October 2020 
 
Giant Australian green power projects, eyeing Asean, edge closer to reality 
The Straits Times, 23 October 2020 
 
Philippines Lifts Ban on South China Sea Energy Exploration 
The Diplomat, 16 October 2020 
 
Indonesia’s New Omnibus Law Trades ‘Green Growth’ for Environmental Ruin 
The Diplomat, 14 October 2020 

 

  

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20201019_26/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/indonesian-special-envoy-visits-china-in-show-of-cooperation/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/asean-and-eu-the-untold-story
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1205151.shtml
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/30395849?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=internal_referral#:~:text=The%20EU%2DAsean%20Business%20Council,in%20the%20next%20five%20years.
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ISEAS_Perspective_2020_110.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-rok-launch-asean-mobility-training-project/
https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-twentieth-meeting-asean-ministers-agriculture-forestry-ministers-agriculture-peoples-republic-china-japan-republic-korea/
https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-twentieth-meeting-asean-ministers-agriculture-forestry-ministers-agriculture-peoples-republic-china-japan-republic-korea/
https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-twentieth-meeting-asean-ministers-agriculture-forestry-ministers-agriculture-peoples-republic-china-japan-republic-korea/
https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-sixth-asean-india-ministerial-meeting-agriculture-forestry/
https://asean.org/joint-press-statement-sixth-asean-india-ministerial-meeting-agriculture-forestry/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30396926#:~:text=EU%20launches%20%E2%82%AC5m%20project%20to%20protect%20Asean%20biodiversity%20from%20illegal%20loggers,-National&text=The%20European%20Union%20has%20announced,%E2%82%AC5%2Dmillion%20(Bt183.
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/asean-moves-one-step-closer-to-power-integration
https://asean.org/asean-launches-sdg-indicators-baseline-report-online-database-sdg-indicators/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/giant-australian-green-power-projects-eyeing-asean-edge-closer-to-reality
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/philippines-lifts-ban-on-south-china-sea-energy-exploration/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/indonesias-new-omnibus-law-trades-green-growth-for-environmental-ruin/
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Japan strives to lessen LNG supply chain's environmental burden 
Nikkei Asian Review, 10 October 2020 

 
Brunei highest waste generator in ASEAN 
The Star, 7 October 2020 

 
Malaysian green bonds should move beyond power projects: Report 
Business Times Singapore, 6 October 2020 

Labour 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Joint Communique The Twenty Sixth ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting (26th ALMM) 
Joint Statement of The Eleventh ASEAN Plus Three Labour Ministers Meeting (11TH 
ALMM+3) 

Cybersecurity 
India, Japan look to ASEAN to tighten continental cybersecurity co-op 
Techwire Asia, Joe Devanesan, 26 October 2020 

 
Vietnam commits to cybersecurity co-operation with ASEAN: deputy minister 
The Nation, 8 October 2020 

Science & Technology 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Joint Statement Conference on the Digital Transformation of Education Systems throughout 
ASEAN 
 
Mind the Gap: How Southeast Asia Can Make the AI Leap 
The Diplomat, 23 October 2020 
 
Digital payments in Asean to triple to US$1.5t by 2030: report 
Business Times Singapore, 16 October 2020 
 
ASEAN faces wide AI gap as Vietnam and Philippines lag behind 
Nikkei Asian Review, 9 October 2020 

 
Final workshop of ASEAN Science & Technology fellowship features scientists’ engagement 
in COVID-19 response 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 October 2020 
 
Young people in ASEAN have emerged from lockdowns more resilient and digitally switched 
on. Here’s how 
World Economic Forum, Douglas Broom, 8 October 2020 

 

Human Rights 
Asean must help Rohingya 
Bangkok Post, 23 October 2020 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Energy/Japan-strives-to-lessen-LNG-supply-chain-s-environmental-burden
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/10/07/brunei-highest-waste-generator-in-asean#:~:text=Brunei%20Darussalam%20generates%20around%201.15,generated%20at%20263%2C669%20metric%20tonnes.
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/malaysian-green-bonds-should-move-beyond-power-projects-report#:~:text=Malaysian%20green%20bonds%20should%20move%20beyond%20power%20projects%3A%20Report,-AseanBusiness%20staffbtnews&text=RINGGIT%20sustainable%20bonds%20will%20continue,said%20in%20a%20recent%20report.&text=Outstanding%20sustainable%20bonds%20in%20Malaysia%20already%20stand%20at%20some%2010.9%20billion%20ringgit.
https://asean.org/joint-communique-twenty-sixth-asean-labour-ministers-meeting-26th-almm/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-eleventh-asean-plus-three-labour-ministers-meeting-11th-almm3/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-eleventh-asean-plus-three-labour-ministers-meeting-11th-almm3/
https://techwireasia.com/2020/10/india-japan-look-to-asean-to-tighten-continental-cybersecurity-co-op/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30395818#:~:text=H%C3%80%20N%E1%BB%98I%20%E2%80%94%20Vietnamese%20Deputy%20Minister,co%2Doperative%20mechanisms%20on%20cybersecurity.
https://asean.org/joint-statement-conference-digital-transformation-education-systems-throughout-asean/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-conference-digital-transformation-education-systems-throughout-asean/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/mind-the-gap-how-southeast-asia-can-make-the-ai-leap/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/digital-payments-in-asean-to-triple-to-us15t-by-2030-report#:~:text=DIGITAL%20payments%20in%20Asean%20are,Global%20Research%20Asean%20Next%20report.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Technology/ASEAN-faces-wide-AI-gap-as-Vietnam-and-Philippines-lag-behind2
https://asean.org/final-workshop-asean-science-technology-fellowship-features-scientists-engagement-covid-19-response/
https://asean.org/final-workshop-asean-science-technology-fellowship-features-scientists-engagement-covid-19-response/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/young-people-asean-digital-adoption-covid-19/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/young-people-asean-digital-adoption-covid-19/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2006891/asean-must-help-rohingya
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What Should ASEAN Do About the Rohingya Crisis? 
The Diplomat, 21 October 2020 

 
Asean - Rakhine crisis needs holistic approach 
Bangkok Post, Laetitia van den Assum and Kobsak Chutikul, 21 October 2020 

Disaster Management/Humanitarian 

ASEAN Official Documents 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on The Floods and Landslides in Southeast Asian 
Countries 

 
ASEAN reaffirms solidarity amid natural disasters 
Xinhuanet, 28 October 2020 
 
Secretary-General of ASEAN expresses condolences to storm victims in Viet Nam, AHA 
Centre, ASEAN Secretariat ready to assist 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 16 October 2020 

Culture & Arts 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Joint Media Statement of The 9th Meeting of The ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Culture 
and Arts 

Mekong 
Amid US Criticisms, China Offers Mekong Nations Access to Crucial River Data 
The Diplomat, 23 October 2020 
 
Amid Drought and Flooding, Cambodian Fish Catches, Exports Fall Precipitously 
The Diplomat, 21 October 2020 
 
Australia Mulling Hefty Aid Injection for Lower Mekong Nations 
The Diplomat, 14 October 2020 

 
Golden Triangle Casino Baron Bankrolls New Mekong River Port 
The Diplomat, 13 October 2020 

ASEAN Economic Community 

ASEAN Official Documents 
Joint Statement of the 6th ASEAN Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors’ Meeting 
 
Open borders gradually to Asean countries in Q1 2021 so tourism sector remains sustainable, 
Matta urges Putrajaya 
Malay Mail, 29 October 2020 

 
Asean must keep trade flowing to beat coronavirus: Koh Poh Koon 
The Straits Times, 22 October 2020 

 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/what-should-asean-do-about-the-rohingya-crisis/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2005391/rakhine-crisis-needs-holistic-approach
https://asean.org/asean-foreign-ministers-statement-floods-landslides-southeast-asian-countries/
https://asean.org/asean-foreign-ministers-statement-floods-landslides-southeast-asian-countries/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-10/28/c_139472924.htm
https://asean.org/secretary-general-asean-expresses-condolences-storm-victims-viet-nam-aha-centre-asean-secretariat-ready-assist/
https://asean.org/secretary-general-asean-expresses-condolences-storm-victims-viet-nam-aha-centre-asean-secretariat-ready-assist/
https://asean.org/joint-media-statement-9th-meeting-asean-ministers-responsible-culture-arts/
https://asean.org/joint-media-statement-9th-meeting-asean-ministers-responsible-culture-arts/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/amid-us-criticisms-china-offers-mekong-nations-access-to-crucial-river-data/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/amid-drought-and-flooding-cambodian-fish-catches-exports-fall-precipitously/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/australia-mulling-hefty-aid-injection-for-lower-mekong-nations/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/golden-triangle-casino-baron-bankrolls-new-mekong-river-port/
https://asean.org/joint-statement-6th-asean-finance-ministers-central-bank-governors-meeting-afmgm/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/29/open-borders-gradually-to-asean-countries-in-q1-2021-so-tourism-sector-rema/1917439
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/10/29/open-borders-gradually-to-asean-countries-in-q1-2021-so-tourism-sector-rema/1917439
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/asean-must-keep-trade-flowing-to-beat-virus-koh
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ASEAN holds workshop to enhance regional supply chain efficiency 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 19 October 2020 

 
ASEAN engages experts and researchers in AEC Blueprint 2025 Mid-Term Review 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 16 October 2020 

 
Medical product sector to cushion Asean's growth amid pandemic 
Business Times Singapore, 16 October 2020 
 
Analysis: ASEAN automotive sector hits brakes, faces long road to recovery 
The Jakarta Post, 13 October 2020 
 
Warehouse landlords rank among biggest gainers of growing e-commerce in Asean 
Business Times Singapore, Lee Meixian, 12 October 2020 

 
South-east Asian merchants embracing livestream sales 
Business Times Singapore, 12 October 2020 
 
ASEAN customs officers strengthen cooperation network 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 9 October 2020 
 
More billion-dollar equity deals expected in Asean with markets rebound: Citi 
Business Times Singapore, 6 October 2020 
 
 

https://asean.org/asean-holds-workshop-enhance-regional-supply-chain-efficiency/
https://asean.org/asean-engages-experts-researchers-aec-blueprint-2025-mid-term-review/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/medical-product-sector-to-cushion-aseans-growth-amid-pandemic
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2020/10/13/analysis-asean-automotive-sector-hits-brakes-faces-long-road-to-recovery.html
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/warehouse-landlords-rank-among-biggest-gainers-of-growing-e-commerce-in-asean
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/south-east-asian-merchants-embracing-livestream-sales
https://asean.org/asean-customs-officers-strengthen-cooperation-network/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/banking-finance/more-billion-dollar-equity-deals-expected-in-asean-with-markets-rebound-citi
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