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Chairman’s Statement/ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat 
ASEAN Chairman’s Statement on The Developments in The Republic of The Union of 
Myanmar 

1 February 2021 
 
Press Release by the Chairman of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat (AMM Retreat) 
21 January 2021 

• COVID (4-5) 
• TAC (10) 
• Timor Leste membership (13) 
• UNCLOS (17) 
• South China Sea (18-19) 
• Rakhine (20) 

Commentary 
ASEAN recovery plan: Business as usual? 
The Jakarta Post, 26 January 2021 
 
Post-Pandemic Southeast Asia Faces a Crisis of Authoritarianism 
The Diplomat, 22 January 2021 
 
A Crisis Waiting to Happen: Unemployment and Informality in Southeast Asia During COVID 
The Diplomat, 19 January 2021 
 
Brunei takes chair for year of recovery 
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 19 January 2021 

Geopolitics 
Biden should seek a new 'Asia rebalance' policy 
Nikkei Asian Review, 31 January 2021 
 
What can we expect from Biden's policies in East Asia? 
The Jakarta Post, 24 January 2021 
 
China’s ‘Vaccine Diplomacy’ Leaves its Mark on ASEAN 
The Diplomat, 22 January 2021 
 
ASEAN courts Biden as China speeds 'vaccine diplomacy' 
Nikkei Asian Review, 22 January 2021 
 
How will Biden's foreign policy in Indo-Pacific shape up? 
The Jakarta Post, 21 January 2021 
 
The Biden administration: The road ahead for Asia 
The Straits Times, Tommy Koh, 21 January 2021 
 
The Indo-Pacific after Donald Trump 
Nikkei Asian Review, Bilahari Kausikan, 17 January 2021 
 
China pushes 'vaccine diplomacy' in Southeast Asia 
Nikkei Asian Review, 16 January 2021 

https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
https://asean.org/press-release-chairman-asean-foreign-ministers-retreat-amm-retreat/
https://asean.org/press-release-chairman-asean-foreign-ministers-retreat-amm-retreat/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/26/asean-recovery-plan-business-as-usual.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/post-pandemic-southeast-asia-faces-a-crisis-of-authoritarianism/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/a-crisis-waiting-to-happen-unemployment-and-informality-in-southeast-asia-during-covid/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2053215/brunei-takes-chair-for-year-of-recovery#:~:text=On%20the%20inspiring%20theme%20of,stronger%20and%20better%20than%20before.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Comment/Biden-should-seek-a-new-Asia-rebalance-policy
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/24/insight-what-can-we-expect-from-bidens-policies-in-east-asia.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/chinas-vaccine-diplomacy-leaves-its-mark-on-asean/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Biden-s-Asia-policy/ASEAN-courts-Biden-as-China-speeds-vaccine-diplomacy
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/21/how-will-bidens-foreign-policy-in-indo-pacific-shape-up.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/the-biden-administration-the-road-ahead-for-asia
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/The-Indo-Pacific-after-Donald-Trump
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/China-pushes-vaccine-diplomacy-in-Southeast-Asia
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What Does the US Indo-Pacific Framework Say About Southeast Asia? 
The Diplomat, 13 January 2021 

Regional Trade Arrangements 
The next wave of globalization: Asia in the cockpit 
Nikkei Asian Review, Parag Khanna, 13 January 2021 
 
China is the dragon that will consume Asia's economic future 
Nikkei Asian Review, William Bratton, 13 January 2021 
 
RCEP: China to gain as trade pact ripples across post-COVID world 
Nikkei Asian Review, 5 January 2021 

COVID-19 
Southeast Asia COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage a Long Way Off: Report 
The Diplomat, Sebastian Strangio, 28 January 2021 
 
Asean nations urged to bolster pandemic response 
The Star, 23 January 2021 
 
Key issues in post-pandemic ASEAN economic recovery 
The Jakarta Post, 18 January 2021 
 
Ministry mulls ASEAN+3 travel bubble 
The Phnom Penh Post, 10 January 2021 
 
ASEAN vaccine solidarity in focus as virus persists 
The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari, 9 January 2021 

External Relations 
What Does the ASEAN-EU Strategic Partnership Mean? 
The Diplomat, 30 January 2021 
 
ASEAN, Russia to strengthen strategic partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 January 2021 
 
UK Joins ASEAN as Dialogue Partner, Looking at Joining CPTPP Asia-Pacific Free Trade 
Agreement 
ASEAN Briefing, 26 January 2021 
 
Global recovery needs fresh approach to EU-ASEAN relations (Palm oil issue) 
The Jakarta Post, 22 January 2021 
 
China-ASEAN relations: Thirty years on and beyond 
The Jakarta Post, 14 January 2021 
 
 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/what-does-the-us-indo-pacific-framework-say-about-southeast-asia/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/The-next-wave-of-globalization-Asia-in-the-cockpit
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/China-is-the-dragon-that-will-consume-Asia-s-economic-future
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/RCEP-China-to-gain-as-trade-pact-ripples-across-post-COVID-world
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/southeast-asia-covid-19-vaccine-coverage-a-long-way-off-report/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/01/23/asean-nations-urged-to-bolster-pandemic-response
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/18/key-issues-in-post-pandemic-asean-economic-recovery.html
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/ministry-mulls-asean3-travel-bubble
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/01/08/outlook-asean-vaccine-solidarity-in-focus-as-virus-persists.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/what-does-the-asean-eu-strategic-partnership-mean/
https://asean.org/asean-russia-strengthen-strategic-partnership/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/uk-joins-asean-as-dialogue-partner-looking-at-joining-cptpp-asia-pacific-free-trade-agreement/
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/uk-joins-asean-as-dialogue-partner-looking-at-joining-cptpp-asia-pacific-free-trade-agreement/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/21/global-recovery-needs-fresh-approach-to-eu-asean-relations.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/14/china-asean-relations-thirty-years-on-and-beyond.html
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Environment/Energy 
Asean park plan puts down roots 
Bangkok Post, 18 January 2021  
 
Asean moving towards a lower carbon future 
Business Times Singapore, Lim Wee Seng, 6 January 2021 
 
Nuclear Energy In A Post-Pandemic ASEAN 
The ASEAN Post, 1 January 2021 

Human Rights 
Indonesia Urges Myanmar to Create Safe Conditions for Rohingya Repatriation 
The Diplomat, 22 January 2021 
 
Biden Administration to Probe Rohingya Genocide Claim 
The Diplomat, 21 January 2021 

Education 
Mind the Remote Learning Gap in ASEAN 
The Diplomat, 22 January 2021 

Membership 
Timor‐Leste’s ASEAN Membership Prospects in a Time of Geopolitical Ambiguity  
Asia Pacific Bulletin, Hanna Foreman, 7 January 2021 

Digitalisation/Cybercrime 
Joint Media Statement of The 1st ASEAN Digital Ministers’ Meeting and Related Meetings 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 January 2021 
 
Bloc urged to focus on digitalisation 
Bangkok Post, 25 January 2021 
 
Malaysia: We need new laws to help Asean fight cybercrime 
The Star, 22 January 2021 
 
Industry 4.0 in Asean: McKinsey 
Business Times Singapore, 6 January 2021 

ASEAN Economic Community 
Worst over for Asean economies but challenges remain: BNP Paribas 
Business Times Singapore, 25 January 2021 
 
The changing Asean banking landscape 
The Star, 23 January 2021 
 
ASEAN launches “ASEAN Integration in Services” update 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 January 2021 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2052639/asean-park-plan-puts-down-roots
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion/asean-moving-towards-a-lower-carbon-future
https://theaseanpost.com/article/nuclear-energy-post-pandemic-asean
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/indonesia-urges-myanmar-to-create-safe-conditions-for-rohingya-repatriation/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/biden-administration-to-probe-rohingya-genocide-claim/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/mind-the-remote-learning-gap-in-asean/
https://search-proquest-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/docview/2479492747/fulltext/A7FCFF1107EE43C2PQ/1?accountid=13876
https://asean.org/joint-media-statement-1st-asean-digital-ministers-meeting-related-meetings/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2056327/bloc-urged-to-focus-on-digitalisation
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/01/22/malaysia-calls-for-new-laws-to-help-asean-fight-cybercrime
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/industry-40-in-asean-mckinsey
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/worst-over-for-asean-economies-but-challenges-remain-bnp-paribas#:~:text=WHILE%20the%20worst%20is%20over,its%20Asean%20Outlook%202021%20report.
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2021/01/23/the-changing-asean-banking-landscape
https://asean.org/asean-launches-asean-integration-services-update/
https://asean.org/asean-launches-asean-integration-services-update/
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Key issues in post-pandemic ASEAN economic recovery 
The Jakarta Post, 19 January 2021 
 
ASEAN launches first consumer empowerment index 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 11 January 2021 
 
Steps to recapture foreign direct investment 
New Straits Times, 9 January 2021 
 
Rising food prices a boon for rural incomes, may trigger food security interventions in Asean: 
Maybank KE 
Business Times Singapore, 8 January 2021 
 
Uneven Asean growth expected in 2021 amid some stumbling blocks 
Business Times Singapore, 7 January 2021 
 
Asean body urged to set up air travel bubble to aid sector 
The Straits Times, 6 January 2021 
 
Liberalising services in Asean 
Business Times Singapore, 6 January 2021 

ASEAN Business 
Petronas stays as most valuable Asean brand 
The Star, 28 January 2021 
 
Genting Singapore among seven new Asean firms on gender-equality index; DBS leads 
Asean region 
Business Times Singapore, 27 January 2021 
 
Asean IPO proceeds triple in Q4 on bigger deals: EY report 
Business Times Singapore, 22 January 2021 
 
ASEAN startup funding drops 2% in 2020 amid COVID turmoil 
Nikkei Asian Review, 21 January 2021 
 
Singapore, Ho Chi Minh City are top Asean picks for Asia-Pacific property investors: survey 
Business Times Singapore, 20 January 2021 
 
Electronics companies in the region still lag China: report 
Business Times Singapore, 18 January 2021 
 
Philippine auto tariffs send chill through pandemic-hit industry 
Nikkei Asian Review, NIkkei Asian Review, 16 January 2021 
 
SCGP eyes global market with acquisition of UK's Go-Pak 
Bangkok Post, 14 January 2021 
 
Go 'glocal' to grow in Asean 
The Straits Times, 11 January 2021 

 
 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/18/key-issues-in-post-pandemic-asean-economic-recovery.html
https://asean.org/asean-launches-first-consumer-empowerment-index/
https://asean.org/asean-launches-first-consumer-empowerment-index/
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/01/655770/steps-recapture-foreign-direct-investment
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/rising-food-prices-a-boon-for-rural-incomes-may-trigger-food-security-interventions#:~:text=SPONSORED%20BY-,Rising%20food%20prices%20a%20boon%20for%20rural%20incomes%2C%20may%20trigger,interventions%20in%20Asean%3A%20Maybank%20KE&text=Food%20inflation%20could%20lift%20rural,Maybank%20KE)%20report%20on%20Friday.
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/rising-food-prices-a-boon-for-rural-incomes-may-trigger-food-security-interventions#:~:text=SPONSORED%20BY-,Rising%20food%20prices%20a%20boon%20for%20rural%20incomes%2C%20may%20trigger,interventions%20in%20Asean%3A%20Maybank%20KE&text=Food%20inflation%20could%20lift%20rural,Maybank%20KE)%20report%20on%20Friday.
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/uneven-asean-growth-expected-in-2021-amid-some-stumbling-blocks#:~:text=Uneven%20Asean%20growth%20expected%20in%202021%20amid%20some%20stumbling%20blocks,-Thursday%2C%20January%207&text=Some%20economic%20researchers%20estimate%20that,the%20trade%20outlook%20for%20Asia.
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/asean-body-urged-to-set-up-air-travel-bubble-to-aid-sector
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/liberalising-services-in-asean
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2021/01/28/petronas-stays-as-most-valuable-asean-brand
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/genting-singapore-among-seven-new-asean-firms-on-gender-equality-index-dbs-leads
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/genting-singapore-among-seven-new-asean-firms-on-gender-equality-index-dbs-leads
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/asean-ipo-proceeds-triple-in-q4-on-bigger-deals-ey-report#:~:text=There%20were%2034%20IPOs%20on,from%20US%241.1%20billion%20previously.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Startups/ASEAN-startup-funding-drops-2-in-2020-amid-COVID-turmoil
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/singapore-ho-chi-minh-city-are-top-asean-picks-for-asia-pacific-property-investors
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/electronics-companies-in-the-region-still-lag-china-report
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Automobiles/Philippine-auto-tariffs-send-chill-through-pandemic-hit-industry
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2050575/scgp-eyes-global-market-with-acquisition-of-uks-go-pak
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/go-glocal-to-grow-in-asean
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Alibaba and Shopee clash in Vietnam as ASEAN e-commerce war rages 
Nikkei Asian Review, 8 January 2021 
 
Asean startups invited to join World Economic Forum meeting 
Business Times Singapore, 7 January 2021 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Business-Spotlight/Alibaba-and-Shopee-clash-in-Vietnam-as-ASEAN-e-commerce-war-rages
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/asean-startups-invited-to-join-world-economic-forum-meeting
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