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ASEAN Tourism Ministers Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 5 February 2021 

• Joint Media Statement of the Eighth Meeting of ASEAN-India Tourism Ministers 

• Joint Media Statement of the 20th Meeting of ASEAN Plus Three (China, Japan and 

Republic of Korea) Tourism Ministers 

• Joint Media Statement of the 20th Meeting of ASEAN Plus Three (China, Japan and 

Republic of Korea) Tourism Ministers 

 
4 February 2021 

• Phnom Penh Declaration on a More Sustainable, Inclusive and Resilient ASEAN 

Tourism 

• Joint Media Statement of the 24th Meeting of ASEAN Tourism Ministers 

 
Aseanta to seek reopening scheme 
Bangkok Post, 4 February 2021 

ASEAN Secretariat 

ASEAN welcomes two new Deputy Secretaries-General 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 15 February 2021 

Myanmar 

Asean ministers plan Myanmar talks Tuesday 
Bangkok Post, 26 February 2021 
 
Myanmar's crisis is ASEAN's crisis 
Nikkei Asian Review, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 26 February 2021 
 
Myanmar coup: Asean's new fault line 
Bangkok Post, 26 February 2021 
 
Will Indonesia's diplomacy solve Myanmar crisis? 
The Jakarta Post, Rizal Sukma, 25 February 2021 
 
With Bangkok Visit, Indonesian FM Advances Efforts to Address Myanmar Crisis 
The Diplomat, 25 February 2021 
 
Myanmar needs help 
Bangkok Post, 25 February 2021 
 
Supporting new Myanmar elections is not the solution 
The Straits Times, 25 February 2021 
 
Has Myanmar coup sparked rethinking on non-interference among ASEAN countries? 
Channel News Asia, Nehginpao Kipgen, 24 February 2021 
 
Asean should facilitate talks, not deal solely with junta: Envoy of ousted Myanmar lawmakers 
The Straits Times, 24 February 2021 
 

https://asean.org/storage/JMS-M-ATM-India-8-_FINAL.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JMS_M-ATM-3-20-Final.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JMS_M-ATM-3-20-Final.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JMS_M-ATM-3-20-Final.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JMS_M-ATM-3-20-Final.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/M-ATM-24-Doc7-PP-Declaration_FINAL.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/M-ATM-24-Doc7-PP-Declaration_FINAL.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JMS-24th-M-ATM-Final.pdf
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2062239/aseanta-to-seek-reopening-scheme
https://asean.org/asean-welcomes-two-new-deputy-secretaries-general/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2075151/asean-ministers-plan-myanmar-talks-tuesday
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Myanmar-s-crisis-is-ASEAN-s-crisis
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2074695/myanmar-coup-aseans-new-fault-line
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/02/25/will-indonesias-diplomacy-solve-myanmar-crisis.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/with-bangkok-visit-indonesian-fm-advances-efforts-to-address-myanmar-crisis/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2074179/myanmar-needs-help
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/supporting-new-myanmar-elections-is-not-the-solution
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/myanmar-coup-asean-non-interference-vivian-bakakrisnan-singapore-14263056
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-should-facilitate-talks-not-deal-solely-with-junta-envoy-of-ousted-myanmar
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Indonesia and Myanmar foreign ministers meet in Bangkok 
Nikkei Asian Review, 24 February 2021 
 
US sounds out ASEAN top diplomats for meeting on Myanmar 
Nikkei Asian Review, 23 February 2021 
 
Details Emerge of Indonesia’s ASEAN Push on Myanmar Crisis 
The Diplomat, 23 February 2021 
 
China ready to ‘work with Asean’ to ease Myanmar coup turmoil 
South China Morning Post, 20 February 2021 
 
ASEAN must facilitate Myanmar’s return to democracy 
The Jakarta Post, Eric Paulsen, 20 February 2021 
 
Jokowi, Muhyiddin Call for Special ASEAN Meeting on Myanmar 
The Diplomat, 8 February 2021 
 
Myanmar set to create a headache for Asean once more 
The Straits Times, Tan Hui Yee, 6 February 2021 
 
The military coup in Myanmar and its impact on ASEAN 
The Jakarta Post, 5 February 2021 
 
ASEAN can do better on Myanmar this time 
Channel News Asia, Tan See Seng, 5 February 2021  
 
Myanmar exposes ASEAN’s cheap talk on democracy 
East Asia Forum, Mathew Davies, 4 February 2021 
 
Myanmar’s Coup D’Etat: What Role for ASEAN? 
The Diplomat, 3 February 2021 
 
ASEAN Chairman’s Statement on The Developments in The Republic of The Union of 
Myanmar 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 1 February 2021 

Commentary 

Coup, Covid and other tests of Asean unity 
The Straits Times, Tommy Koh, 11 February 2021 

Geopolitics 

Asean and BRI: Opportunity amid adversity 
Business Times Singapore, Basil C Bitas, 24 February 2021 
 
Southeast Asians’ Declining Trust in China 
ISEAS Perspective, Hoang Thi Ha, 18 February 2021 
 
Repositioning the ADMM-Plus in a Contested Region 
ISEAS Perspective, Hoang Thi Ha, 18 February 2021 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Indonesia-and-Myanmar-foreign-ministers-meet-in-Bangkok
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/US-sounds-out-ASEAN-top-diplomats-for-meeting-on-Myanmar2
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/details-emerge-of-indonesias-asean-push-on-myanmar-crisis/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3122478/china-ready-work-asean-ease-myanmar-coup-turmoil
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/02/19/asean-must-facilitate-myanmars-return-to-democracy.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/jokowi-muhyiddin-call-for-special-asean-meeting-on-myanmar/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-set-to-create-a-headache-for-asean-once-more
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/02/04/insight-the-military-coup-in-myanmar-and-its-impact-on-asean.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/myanmar-coup-junta-military-aung-san-asean-14111926
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/02/04/myanmar-exposes-aseans-cheap-talk-on-democracy/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/02/myanmars-coup-detat-what-role-for-asean/
https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
https://asean.org/asean-chairmans-statement-developments-republic-union-myanmar/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/coup-covid-and-other-tests-of-asean-unity
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion/asean-and-bri-opportunity-amid-adversity
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-perspective-2021-15-southeast-asians-declining-trust-in-china-by-hoang-thi-ha/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-2021-13-repositioning-the-admm-plus-in-a-contested-region-hoang-by-thi-ha/


Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. 
Please note that links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the 
updates. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites.  

 
4 

 
Myanmar poses the question: democracy or geopolitics? 

Nikkei Asian Review, 17 February 2021 

 
China's vaccine diplomacy fails to win ASEAN support: survey 
Nikkei Asian Review, 10 February 2021 
 
China should consider how Japan built lasting regional partnerships 
Nikkei Asian Review, 5 February 2021 

COVID-19 

COVID-19 Recovery Guidelines for Resilient and Sustainable International Road Freight 
Transport Connectivity in ASEAN  
ASEAN Secretariat News, February 2021 
 
A year into the pandemic, Asean copes — and hopes 
Today Online, 25 February 2021 
 
Laos: Asean is pushing forward with post-pandemic recovery 
The Star, 22 February 2021 
 
Populations, Precarity and Pandemics: The Demographics of Inequality and Covid-19 in 
Southeast Asia 
ISEAS Perspective, Kevin S.Y. Tan and Grace Lim, 9 February 2021 

External Relations 

PM chats with US defence chief 
Bangkok Post, 25 February 2021 
 
ASEAN, Canada to strengthen cooperation under new Plan of Action 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 24 February 2021 
 
Quad vows to work with ASEAN and Europe in first Biden-era meeting 
Nikkei Asian Review, 19 February 2021 
 
ASEAN, Russia to enhance cooperation in disaster management 
ASEAN News Secretariat, 19 February 2021 
 
The ASEAN–EU Strategic Partnership’s coherence challenge 
East Asia Forum, Laura Allison-Reumann and Philomena Murray, 16 February 2021 
 
Canada values Singapore's support for a potential FTA with Asean 
The Straits Times, 12 February 2021 
 
Shaping Tomorrow’s International Order: Germany’s Policy Guidelines for the Indo-Pacific 
ISEAS Perspective, Jan Kliem, 5 February 2021 
 
Wang Yi’s Southeast Asia Tour: Significance and Challenges 
ISEAS Perspective, Lye Liang Fook, 4 February 2021 
 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Comment/Myanmar-poses-the-question-democracy-or-geopolitics
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/China-s-vaccine-diplomacy-fails-to-win-ASEAN-support-survey
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/China-should-consider-how-Japan-built-lasting-regional-partnerships
https://asean.org/storage/asean-covid-19-guidelines.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/asean-covid-19-guidelines.pdf
https://www.todayonline.com/commentary/year-pandemic-asean-copes-and-hopes
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/02/22/laos-asean-is-pushing-forward-with-post-pandemic-recovery
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-perspective-2021-12-populations-precarity-and-pandemics-the-demographics-of-inequality-and-covid-19-in-southeast-asia-by-kevin-tan-and-grace-lim/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-perspective-2021-12-populations-precarity-and-pandemics-the-demographics-of-inequality-and-covid-19-in-southeast-asia-by-kevin-tan-and-grace-lim/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2074031/pm-chats-with-us-defence-chief
https://asean.org/asean-canada-strengthen-cooperation-new-plan-action/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Indo-Pacific/Quad-vows-to-work-with-ASEAN-and-Europe-in-first-Biden-era-meeting
https://asean.org/asean-russia-enhance-cooperation-disaster-management/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/02/16/the-asean-eu-strategic-partnerships-coherence-challenge/
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/economy/canada-values-singapores-support-for-a-potential-fta-with-asean#:~:text=SINGAPORE%20%2D%20Canada%20will%20continue%20to,Trade%2C%20told%20The%20Straits%20Times.
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-perspective-2021-11-shaping-tomorrows-international-order-germanys-policy-guidelines-for-the-indo-pacific-by-jan-kliem/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/iseas-perspective-2021-10-wang-yis-southeast-asia-tour-significance-and-challenges-by-lye-liang-fook/
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UK makes ASEAN 'high priority' for post-Brexit trade deals 
Nikkei Asian Review, 2 February 2021 
 
First Meeting of the Joint Working Group on Palm Oil between the European Union and 
Relevant ASEAN Member Countries 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 1 February 2021 

Human Rights 

Real access is key to women's participation in digital economy 
The Jakarta Post, 28 February 2021 
 
Joint Press Release ASEAN, Canada, UN Women jointly launch 5-year programme to 
advance Women, Peace and Security Agenda 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 24 February 2021 
 
Myanmar coup highlights human rights risks in emerging Asia (CSR)  

Nikkei Asian Review, 15 February 2021 

 
International Law and Regional Norm Smuggling: How the EU and ASEAN Redefined the 
Global Regime on Human Trafficking 
The American Journal of Comparative Law, Marija Jovanovic, 12 February 2021 

ASEAN Economic Community 

ASEAN builds up minerals cooperation 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 February 2021 
 
South-east Asian air travel boom expected on low-cost carrier growth: Boeing 
Business Times Singapore, 25 February 2021 
 
ASEAN promotes higher labour productivity for the region 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 February 2021 
 
Reigniting drivers of growth key to Asean's economic resilience 
The Straits Times, 22 February 2021 
 
Covid-19 delays to recovery in major Asean markets could mean larger permanent loss: S&P 
Business Times Singapore, 22 February 2021 
 
Asean e-payments market could be worth US$1.5 trillion: report 
Business Times Singapore, 19 February 2021 
 
ASEAN's 2021 GDP forecasts show cautious optimism in COVID shadow 
Nikkei Asian Review, 15 February 2021 
 
RCEP could drive more foreign direct investment into Asean this year, says UOB report 
Business Times Singapore, 3 February 2021 
 
 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/Interview/UK-makes-ASEAN-high-priority-for-post-Brexit-trade-deals
https://asean.org/storage/JWG-Press-Statement-FIN.pdf
https://asean.org/storage/JWG-Press-Statement-FIN.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/02/28/real-access-is-key-to-womens-participation-in-digital-economy.html
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-asean-canada-un-women-jointly-launch-5-year-programme-advance-women-peace-security-agenda/
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-asean-canada-un-women-jointly-launch-5-year-programme-advance-women-peace-security-agenda/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Comment/Myanmar-coup-highlights-human-rights-risks-in-emerging-Asia2
https://academic.oup.com/ajcl/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajcl/avaa030/6134014?searchresult=1
https://academic.oup.com/ajcl/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ajcl/avaa030/6134014?searchresult=1
https://asean.org/asean-builds-minerals-cooperation/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/south-east-asian-air-travel-boom-expected-on-low-cost-carrier-growth-boeing#:~:text=SPONSORED%20BY-,South%2Deast%20Asian%20air%20travel%20boom%20expected,low%2Dcost%20carrier%20growth%3A%20Boeing&text=South%2Deast%20Asian%20air%20passenger,one%20industry%20report%20has%20said.
https://asean.org/asean-promotes-higher-labour-productivity-region/
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/banking/reigniting-drivers-of-growth-key-to-aseans-economic-resilience-0
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/covid-19-delays-to-recovery-in-major-asean-markets-could-mean-larger-permanent-loss
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/asean-e-payments-market-could-be-worth-us15-trillion-report#:~:text=ONLINE%20payment%20providers%20could%20nab,(fintech)%20sector%20has%20estimated.&text=With%20cash%20making%20up%20an,see%20significant%20growth%20from%20cash%22.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-s-2021-GDP-forecasts-show-cautious-optimism-in-COVID-shadow
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/rcep-could-drive-more-foreign-direct-investment-into-asean-this-year-says-uob-report#:~:text=SPONSORED%20BY-,RCEP%20could%20drive%20more%20foreign%20direct%20investment,this%20year%2C%20says%20UOB%20report&text=FDI%20in%20Asean%20fell%20by,Trade%20and%20Development%20(UNCTAD).
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ASEAN Business 

China's Great Wall to kick-start Thai sales with focus on EVs 

Nikkei Asian Review, 17 February 2021 

 
Automotive - Nissan pledges Thai EV hub 
Bangkok Post, 5 February 2021 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Automobiles/China-s-Great-Wall-to-kick-start-Thai-sales-with-focus-on-EVs
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2062767/nissan-pledges-thai-ev-hub#:~:text=Nissan%20Asean%20has%20invested%20billions,hit%20the%20streets%20in%20Asean.
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