














The pledge in the 2002 DOC to exercise self-restraint and not inhabit currently 

uninhabited features is as important today as it was in 2002. 

If China were to occupy or assert effective control over Whitsun Reef or any 

other unoccupied feature in the Spratly Islands, it is certain to increase tensions 

not only with the Philippines, but also with Vietnam and other states. 

Moreover, it is almost certain to jeopardise the ongoing negotiations for a code of 

conduct between Asean and China. Therefore, the only rational path forward is 

one of self-restraint. 

Robert Beckman is an emeritus professor and Tara Davenport is an assistant 

professor at the Faculty of Law of the National University of Singapore. They 

are both members of the Oceans Law and Policy team at the Centre for 

International Law at NUS. 

Join ST's Telegram channel here and get the latest breaking news delivered to 

you. 




