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Commentary 

ASEAN must be transformed or replaced 

Nikkei Asian Review, Kasit Piromya, 23 May 2021 

 

Thailand to Co-Host OECD Southeast Asia Regional Forum 2021 for Regional Cooperation 
to ‘Build Back Better’ After COVID-19 

The Nation, 18 May 2021 

Geopolitics 

Beijing's head start over Biden in South-east Asia 

The Straits Times, Hoang Thi Ha, 31 May 2021 

 

Asean needs to stay neutral and united amid US-China tensions: Tommy Koh 

The Straits Times, 25 May 2021 

 

Amid Chinese Push, US Official to Visit Three Southeast Asian Nations 

The Diplomat, 25 May 2021 

 

Asean must engage with US, China 

Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 18 May 2021 

 

Under the shadow of the giants: The ASEAN in search of a common strategy in a fluid and 
perilous Indo-Pacific region 

Asian Journal of Comparative Politics, Renato Cruz De Castro, 17 May 2021 

 

China looks to one-up US with face-to-face ASEAN talks 

Nikkei Asian Review, 14 May 2021 

 

Asean, Australia and the great Sino-US challenge 

The Straits Times, Hugh White (Australian National University), 8 May 2021 

 

Is the East Asia Summit Suffering Erosion? 

ISEAS Perspective, Hoang Thi Ha and Malcolm Cook, 3 May 2021  

Myanmar 

SE Asia states want to drop proposed U.N. call for Myanmar arms embargo 

Reuters, 29 May 2021 

 

Don’t putsch us 

New Straits Times, 26 May 2021 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/ASEAN-must-be-transformed-or-replaced
https://www.nationthailand.com/perspective/40001013
https://www.nationthailand.com/perspective/40001013
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/beijings-head-start-over-biden-in-south-east-asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-needs-to-stay-neutral-and-united-amid-us-china-tensions-tommy-koh
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/amid-chinese-push-us-official-to-visit-three-southeast-asian-nations/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2117403/asean-must-engage-with-us-china#:~:text=On%2024%20April%20at%20the,these%20most%20important%20dialogue%20partners.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/351635546_Under_the_shadow_of_the_giants_The_ASEAN_in_search_of_a_common_strategy_in_a_fluid_and_perilous_Indo-Pacific_region
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/351635546_Under_the_shadow_of_the_giants_The_ASEAN_in_search_of_a_common_strategy_in_a_fluid_and_perilous_Indo-Pacific_region
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-looks-to-one-up-US-with-face-to-face-ASEAN-talks
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/asean-australia-and-the-great-sino-us-challenge
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/is-the-east-asia-summit-suffering-erosion-by-hoang-thi-ha-and-malcolm-cook/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/southeast-asian-nations-oppose-arms-embargo-myanmar-report-2021-05-28/
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders/2021/05/693137/nst-leader-dont-putsch-us
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Give Peace a Chance to End Myanmar Crisis 

The Irrawaddy, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 24 May 2021 

 

ASEAN’s Special Leaders Meeting on Myanmar, One Month On 

The Diplomat, 24 May 2021 

 

On Myanmar, ASEAN needs to maintain the momentum 

East Asia Forum, ANU Editorial Board, 24 May 2021 

 

A wary Sino-US dance around the Myanmar morass 

The Straits Times, Tan Hui Yee, 24 May 2021 

 

ASEAN’s Myanmar dilemma 

East Asia Forum, Barry Desker (RSIS), 23 May 2021 

 

ASEAN, hurry up 

The Jakarta Post, 19 May 2021 

 

Rakhine engagement must be based on facts 

Bangkok Post, Laetitia Van Den Assum and Kobsak Chutikul, 15 May 2021 

 

Backsliding by Myanmar 

Bangkok Post, 14 May 2021 

 

Asean in a bind as Myanmar's crisis grows 

The Straits Times, Ravi Velloor, 13 May 2021 

 

Thai PM and Myanmar junta chief stay engaged via back channels 

NIkkei Asian Review, 12 May 2021 

 

ASEAN is failing its 'ultimate test' in Myanmar. But it's not too late. 

The Jakarta Post, Marzuki Darusman, 12 May 2021 

 

What to expect after ASEAN's Myanmar summit 

Nikkei Asian Review, Bilahari Kausikan, 7 May 2021 

 

ASEAN needs resources to get results in Myanmar 

East Asia Forum, Lina Alexandra (CSIS Indonesia) 7 May 2021 

 

Behind the scenes of ASEAN summit, Suu Kyi plea quietly dropped 

Nikkei Asian Review, 4 May 2021 

 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/give-peace-a-chance-to-end-myanmar-crisis.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/aseans-special-leaders-meeting-on-myanmar-one-month-on/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/05/24/on-myanmar-asean-needs-to-maintain-the-momentum/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/a-wary-sino-us-dance-around-the-myanmar-morass
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/05/23/aseans-myanmar-dilemma/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/05/18/asean-hurry-up.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2116099/rakhine-engagement-must-be-based-on-facts
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2115451/backsliding-by-myanmar
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/asean-in-a-bind-as-myanmars-crisis-grows
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Thai-PM-and-Myanmar-junta-chief-stay-engaged-via-back-channels
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/05/11/asean-is-failing-its-ultimate-test-in-myanmar-but-its-not-too-late.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/What-to-expect-after-ASEAN-s-Myanmar-summit
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/05/07/asean-needs-resources-to-get-results-in-myanmar/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Behind-the-scenes-of-ASEAN-summit-Suu-Kyi-plea-quietly-dropped
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Myanmar conflict brings new Cold War to ASEAN's door 

Nikkei Asian Review, 3 May 2021 

 

Thailand must act in Myanmar fiasco 

Bangkok Post, 2 May 2021 

COVID-19 

Towards a healthier community 

The Star, 31 May 2021 

 

Vietnam detects a suspected new coronavirus variant that's a hybrid of the UK and India 
strains 

CNN, 31 May 2021 

 

Strengthen regional fight against Covid-19 

The Straits Times, 28 May 2021 

 

Will South-east Asia be swamped by Covid-19, like in South Asia? 

The Straits Times, 26 May 2021 

 

ASEAN, EU experts hold second dialogue on COVID-19 vaccines 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 25 May 2021 

 

Migrant workers and second COVID-19 wave 

The Jakarta Post, 25 May 2021 

 

Asean leaders make a plea for fairer distribution of vaccines 

The Straits Times, 21 May 2021 

 

New COVID waves delay economic recovery in Southeast Asia 

Nikkei Asian Review, 17 May 2021 

 

Vietnamese COVID vaccine goes to final trial, as Hanoi lags on shots 

Nikkei Asian Review, 13 May 2021 

External Relations 

ASEAN leaders take firm stand in Middle East conflict in May 2021 “ASEAN Today” 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 31 May 2021 

 

ASEAN, Japan reaffirm commitment to advance partnership 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 May 2021 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-conflict-brings-new-Cold-War-to-ASEAN-s-door
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2108903/thailand-must-act-in-myanmar-fiasco
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/colours-of-china/2021/05/31/towards-a-healthier-community
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/31/asia/vietnam-coronavirus-variant-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/31/asia/vietnam-coronavirus-variant-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/st-editorial/strengthen-regional-fight-against-covid-19
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/will-south-east-asia-be-swamped-by-covid-19-like-in-south-asia
https://asean.org/asean-eu-experts-hold-second-dialogue-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/05/24/migrant-workers-and-a-second-southeast-asian-covid-19-wave.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-leaders-make-a-plea-for-fairer-distribution-of-vaccines
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/New-COVID-waves-delay-economic-recovery-in-Southeast-Asia
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/COVID-vaccines/Vietnamese-COVID-vaccine-goes-to-final-trial-as-Hanoi-lags-on-shots
https://asean.org/asean-leaders-take-firm-stand-middle-east-conflict-may-2021-asean-today/
https://asean.org/asean-japan-reaffirm-commitment-advance-partnership-2/
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ASEAN, China reaffirm commitment to enhance strategic partnership 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 18 May 2021 

 

UK closes in on dialogue partnership with ASEAN 

The Jakarta Post, 6 May 2021  

 

ASEAN at the heart of the EU strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 

The Jakarta Post, 6 May 2021 

 

Options for ASEAN trade expansion: Within, plus three or six, European Union or the United 
States? 

The World Economy, Jayson Beckman, Munisamy Gopinath, Kamron Daugherty, 1 May 2021 

Environment 

ASEAN Regional Action Plan for Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN Member States 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 28 May 2021 

 

ASEAN to receive $10bn decarbonization support from Japan 

Nikkei Asian Review, 27 May 2021 

 

Asean’s Covid-19 fiscal policy lacks climate-aligned measures 

The Malaysian Reserve, 25 May 2021 

 

The Mekong River Ecosystem in Crisis: ASEAN Cannot be a Bystander 

ISEAS Perspective, Hoang Thi Ha and Farah Nadine Seth, 19 May 2021 

ASEAN Political-Security Community 

COVID-19 complicates efforts in war on drugs 

Borneo Bulletin, 26 May 2021 

 

Problems faced by ASEAN in dealing with transnational drug smuggling in Southeast Asia 
region 

Foresight, Rendi Prayuda, Tulus Warsito, Surwandono, 24 May 2021 

 

Cambodia and ASEAN Chairmanship 2022: Opportunities and Preparedness in the Process 
of ASEAN Political-Security Community Building 

Khmer Times, Kin Phea, 18 May 2021 

 

ASEAN holds 13th Coordinating Conference for ASEAN Political Security Community 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 7 May 2021 

 

https://asean.org/asean-china-reaffirm-commitment-enhance-strategic-partnership/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2021/05/05/uk-closes-in-on-dialogue-partnership-with-asean.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/05/05/asean-at-the-heart-of-the-eu-strategy-for-cooperation-in-the-indo-pacific-.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/twec.13040
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/twec.13040
https://asean.org/storage/FINAL_210524-ASEAN-Regional-Action-Plan_Ready-to-Publish_v2.pdf
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Climate-Change/ASEAN-to-receive-10bn-decarbonization-support-from-Japan
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2021/05/25/aseans-covid-19-fiscal-policy-lacks-climate-aligned-measures/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-69-the-mekong-river-ecosystem-in-crisis-asean-cannot-be-a-bystander-by-hoang-thi-ha-and-farah-nadine-seth/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/covid-19-complicates-efforts-in-war-on-drugs/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348070307_Problems_faced_by_ASEAN_in_dealing_with_transnational_drug_smuggling_in_Southeast_Asia_region
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348070307_Problems_faced_by_ASEAN_in_dealing_with_transnational_drug_smuggling_in_Southeast_Asia_region
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50858254/cambodia-and-asean-chairmanship-2022-opportunities-and-preparedness-in-the-process-of-asean-political-security-community-building/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50858254/cambodia-and-asean-chairmanship-2022-opportunities-and-preparedness-in-the-process-of-asean-political-security-community-building/
https://asean.org/asean-holds-13th-coordinating-conference-asean-political-security-community/
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Building Blocks of Coordination: The ASEAN Experience (Humanitarian response 
coordination) 

Natural Hazards Review, Arnel C. Capili, May 2021 

Miscellaneous 

Asean youths hold virtual meeting to discuss social issues amid Covid-19 pandemic 

The Straits Times, 29 May 2021 

 

Underwriters Laboratories-ASEAN-U.S. Science Prize for Women 2021 announces national 
finalists 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 12 May 2021 

ASEAN Economic Community 

US, China market demand to keep Asean exports afloat in 2021: report 

Business Times Singapore, 31 May 2021 

 

ASEAN socialises regional infrastructure productivity framework 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 May 2021 

 

Secure health passes key to ASEAN’s reopening 

ASEAN Economist, 25 May 2021 

 

RCEP to accelerate the recovery of global economy 

The Nation, 25 May 2021 

 

Sluggish recovery for CLMV countries in 2021; Vietnam leads the pack 

Business Times Singapore, 19 May 2021 

 

Renewed pandemic wave may delay - not derail - Asean's economic recovery 

Business Times Singapore, 18 May 2021 

 

THE CHINA CONNECTION; South-east Asia: A hotspot for Chinese enterprises in the post-
pandemic era? 

Business Times Singapore, Sim Tze Wei, 17 May 2021 

 

Asean, Pacific partners may rejig pact 

Bangkok Post, 13 May 2021 

 

Singapore banks set tone for ASEAN peers in reducing bad debts 

Nikkei Asian Review, 7 May 2021 

 

 

https://ascelibrary.org/doi/abs/10.1061/%28ASCE%29NH.1527-6996.0000443?mi=3i1ciu&
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/community/asean-youths-hold-virtual-meeting-to-discuss-social-issues-amid-covid-19
https://asean.org/underwriters-laboratories-asean-u-s-science-prize-women-2021-announces-national-finalists/
https://asean.org/underwriters-laboratories-asean-u-s-science-prize-women-2021-announces-national-finalists/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/us-china-market-demand-to-keep-asean-exports-afloat-in-2021-report
https://asean.org/asean-socialises-regional-infrastructure-productivity-framework/
https://www.aseaneconomist.com/secure-health-passes-key-to-aseans-reopening/
https://www.nationthailand.com/international/40001257
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/sluggish-recovery-for-clmv-countries-in-2021-vietnam-leads-the-pack-report
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion/renewed-pandemic-wave-may-delay-not-derail-aseans-economic-recovery
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/south-east-asia-a-hotspot-for-chinese-enterprises-in-the-post-pandemic-era
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/south-east-asia-a-hotspot-for-chinese-enterprises-in-the-post-pandemic-era
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2114807/asean-pacific-partners-may-rejig-pact#:~:text=Asean%2C%20Australia%20and%20New%20Zealand,the%20bloc%20after%20Covid%2D19.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Finance/Singapore-banks-set-tone-for-ASEAN-peers-in-reducing-bad-debts
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Facilitating Investment in Southeast Asia: ASEAN and WTO Initiatives 

ISEAS Perspective, Tham Siew Yean, 7 May 2021 

 

ASEAN discusses COVID-19 impact, Global Value Chains transformation, regional response 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 5 May 2021 

 

Regional leaders see recovery momentum 

Bangkok Post, 4 May 2021 

 

Joint Statement of the 24th ASEAN+3 Finance Ministers’ and Central Bank Governors’ Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 3 May 2021 

 

3 ways Cambodia is using technology for good 

World Economic Forum, 3 May 2021 

ASEAN Business 

Singtel plans more ASEAN investment to cash in on boom 

Nikkei Asian Review, 27 May 2021 

 

AirAsia's pandemic recovery to take two more years, says Fernandes 

Nikkei Asian Review, 27 May 2021 

 

Krungsri to help corporates expand reach into Asean 

Bangkok Post, 13 May 2021 

 

PayNow-PromptPay link-up paves way for regional payment network 

The Straits Times, 5 May 2021 

 

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-64-facilitating-investment-in-southeast-asia-asean-and-wto-initiatives-by-tham-siew-yean/
https://asean.org/asean-discusses-covid-19-impact-global-value-chains-transformation-regional-response/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2109779/regional-leaders-see-recovery-momentum
https://asean.org/storage/Joint_Statement_of_the_24th_AFMGM-3.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/05/3-ways-cambodia-is-using-tech-for-good-asean-4-0-southeast-asia-technology-fourth-industrial-revolution/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Telecommunication/Singtel-plans-more-ASEAN-investment-to-cash-in-on-boom
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Transportation/AirAsia-s-pandemic-recovery-to-take-two-more-years-says-Fernandes
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2114739/krungsri-to-help-corporates-expand-reach-into-asean
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/banking/paynow-promptpay-link-up-paves-way-for-regional-payment-network
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