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54th ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting, 28th ASEAN Regional 

Forum and Related Meetings 

Statements  

Chairman’s Statement of the 28th ASEAN Regional Forum 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 6 August 2021 

 

Chairman’s Statement of the ASEAN Post Ministerial Conference (PMC) 10+1 Sessions with the 

Dialogue Partners 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 6 August 2021 

 

Chairman’s Statement of the 11th East Asia Summit (EAS) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 4 August 2021 

 

Chairman’s Statement of the 22nd ASEAN Plus Three Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 3 August 2021 

 

Joint Communiqué of the 54th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 2 August 2021 

News 

China warns on 'interference' in ASEAN to keep US at arm's length 

Nikkei Asian Review, 8 August 2021 

 

US and Japan voice concern over China's nuclear arsenal at ASEAN talks 

Nikkei Asian Review, 7 August 2021 

 

Japan confirms with ASEAN importance of free navigation 

Nikkei Asian Review, 3 August 2021 

 

ASEAN’s 54th Anniversary 

54 years on, Asean needs new modality 

Bangkok Post, Thitinan Pongsudhirak, 13 August 2021 

 

ASEAN celebrates 54th anniversary: We care, We prepare, We prosper 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 August 2021 

 

Asean's big test as it marks another anniversary 

The Straits Times, Simon Tay, 7 August 2021 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Final-Chairmans-Statement-of-the-28th-ARF.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Final-Chairmans-Statement-of-the-ASEAN-Post-Ministerial-Conference-101-with-the-Dialogue-Partners-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Final-Chairmans-Statement-of-the-ASEAN-Post-Ministerial-Conference-101-with-the-Dialogue-Partners-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL-Chairmans-Statement-of-11th-EAS-FMM-4-August-2021-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL_Chairmans-Statement-of-22nd-APT-FMM-as-of-4-Aug-2021-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Joint-Communique-of-the-54th-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-FINAL.pdf
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-warns-on-interference-in-ASEAN-to-keep-US-at-arm-s-length
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/US-and-Japan-voice-concern-over-China-s-nuclear-arsenal-at-ASEAN-talks
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-confirms-with-ASEAN-importance-of-free-navigation
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2164375/54-years-on-asean-needs-new-modality
https://asean.org/asean-celebrates-54th-anniversary-we-care-we-prepare-we-prosper/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/aseans-big-test-as-it-marks-another-anniversary
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Commentary  

A Way Forward For The ASEAN Identity 

Borneo Bulletin, 31 August 2021 

 

Is Timor-Leste Ready to Join ASEAN? 

The Diplomat, 27 August 2021 

 

Cambodia to adopt action oriented approach as Asean chair 

Khmer Times, 26 August 2021 

 

Weak and inadequate, ASEAN yet remains indispensable 

Nikkei Asian Review, Ben Bland, 24 August 2021 

 

ASEAN development trajectories reach new milestone 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 August 2021 

 

Echoes of the fall of Saigon and Phnom Penh 

The Straits Times, Barry Desker, 19 August 2021 

 

Indonesia in the new landscape of ASEAN integration 

The Jakarta Post, 2 August 2021 

Geopolitics  

Biden's fault lines in SE Asia 

Bangkok Post, 31 August 2021 

 

A warm welcome to Kamala Harris 

The Straits Times, Tommy Koh, 21 August 2021 

 

ASEAN must not be pawn in US-China rivalry: Retno 

The Jakarta Post, 12 August 2021 

 

Subtle threat to ASEAN: US indifference to Indonesia and Thailand 

Nikkei Asian Review, 11 August 2021 

 

Digital Trade Must be Central to Biden’s ‘Pivot to Asia’ 

The Diplomat, 10 August 2021 

 

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin’s Southeast Asia Tour: Assurances and Dividends 

ISEAS Perspective, William Choong, Hoang Thi Ha, Le Hong Hiep and Ian Storey, 5 August 2021 

 

 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/way-forward-asean-identity
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/is-timor-leste-ready-to-join-asean/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50923225/cambodia-to-adopt-action-oriented-approach-as-asean-chair/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Weak-and-inadequate-ASEAN-yet-remains-indispensable
https://asean.org/asean-development-trajectories-reach-new-milestone/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/echoes-of-the-fall-of-saigon-and-phnom-penh
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/08/01/indonesia-in-the-new-landscape-of-asean-integration.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2173795/bidens-fault-lines-in-se-asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/a-warm-welcome-to-kamala-harris
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/08/11/asean-must-not-be-pawn-in-us-china-rivalry-retno.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Biden-s-Asia-policy/Subtle-threat-to-ASEAN-US-indifference-to-Indonesia-and-Thailand
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/digital-trade-must-be-central-to-bidens-pivot-to-asia/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-103-us-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-austins-southeast-asia-tour-assurances-and-dividends-by-william-choong-hoang-thi-ha-le-hong-hiep-and-ian-storey/
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US urges Asean to stand up to China 

Bangkok Post, 3 August 2021 

External Relations 

 

Joint Press Release for the Meeting between ASEAN and Indian Senior Officials on the 

Establishment of the Sectoral Dialogue Relations between ASEAN and India 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 August 2021 

 

Harris calls for stronger supply chain cooperation with ASEAN 

Nikkei Asian Review, 25 August 2021 

 

The Role of Export Diversification in ASEAN’s Trade with China 

ISEAS Perspective, Phi Minh Hong, 20 August 2021 

 

The multilateral triangle (ASEAN, US, EU) 

The Straits Times, Kishore Mahbubani, 14 August 2021 

 

ASEAN-EU Expo to Boost Connectivity through Scholarships 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 13 August 2021 

 

UK becomes ASEAN dialogue partner, ending moratorium 

The Jakarta Post, Dian Septiari, 9 August 2021 

 

Bright outlook for Turkey-Asean relations 

The Straits Times, Mevlut Cavusoglu, 5 August 2021 

 

Revisiting ASEAN-Korea relations on the 54th ASEAN Day 

The Jakarta Post, 5 August 2021 

COVID-19  

ASEAN senior health officials enhance regional collective actions against COVID-19 pandemic 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 30 August 2021 

 

Vietnam sends SOS to WHO for vaccine as Covid cases surge in Asean 

The Nation, 27 August 2021 

 

Time for cooperation and solidarity against COVID-19 

The Jakarta Post, Deng Xijun, Chinese Ambassador to ASEAN, 21 August 2021 

 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2158991/us-urges-asean-to-stand-up-to-china
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-for-the-meeting-between-asean-and-indian-senior-offcials-on-the-establishment-of-the-sectoral-dialogue-relations-between-asean-and-india-new-delhi-16-17-march-1993/
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-for-the-meeting-between-asean-and-indian-senior-offcials-on-the-establishment-of-the-sectoral-dialogue-relations-between-asean-and-india-new-delhi-16-17-march-1993/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Biden-s-Asia-policy/Harris-calls-for-stronger-supply-chain-cooperation-with-ASEAN
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2021-111-the-role-of-export-diversification-in-aseans-trade-with-china-by-phi-minh-hong/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/the-multilateral-triangle
https://asean.org/asean-eu-expo-to-boost-connectivity-through-scholarships/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2021/08/08/uk-becomes-aseans-newest-dialogue-partner-ending-25-year-moratorium.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/bright-outlook-for-turkey-asean-relations
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/08/04/revisiting-asean-korea-relations-on-the-54th-asean-day.html
https://asean.org/asean-senior-health-officials-enhance-regional-collective-actions-against-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.nationthailand.com/international/40005339
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/08/20/time-for-cooperation-and-solidarity-against-covid-19.html
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ASEAN to use response fund to buy COVID-19 vaccines for member countries 

GMA News and Public Affairs, 13 August 2021 

 

ASEAN BUSINESS; Deadly Delta variant derails regional recovery 

Business Times Singapore, 10 August 2021 

Myanmar  

Myanmar's children bear the brunt of military coup 

The Jakarta Post, former representatives to the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and 

Protection of the Rights of Women and Children, 28 August 2021 

 

Moving beyond the politics of recognition in Myanmar 

East Asia Forum, Alistair Cook and Mely Caballero-Anthony, 14 August 2021 

 

New ASEAN Envoy to Myanmar Pledges to Meet With Opposition, Detained Activists 

The Diplomat, 10 August 2021 

 

ASEAN Can’t Do Much More About Myanmar’s Crisis 

The Diplomat, Adam Leong Kok Wey (CDISS Malaysia), 9 August 2021 

 

Urgent vaccine strategy needed to stop Myanmar from becoming regional Covid epicentre 

The Nation, 3 August 2021 

Human Rights 

AICHR holds workshop on trafficking in persons prevention 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 27 August 2021  

 

ASEAN-Japan sports figures and young leaders convene for gender equality in sports 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 13 August 2021 

 

Asean should intervene to help the Rohingya: Daily Star 

The Straits Times, 12 August 2021 

 

Human rights - The crafting of Asean's 'protector' role 

Bangkok Post, Vitit Muntarbhorn, 4 August 2021 

 

 

 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/world/799250/asean-to-use-response-fund-to-buy-covid-19-vaccines-for-member-countries/story/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/deadly-delta-variant-derails-regional-recovery
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/08/27/myanmar-children-are-still-bearing-the-brunt-of-the-military-coup-.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/08/27/myanmar-children-are-still-bearing-the-brunt-of-the-military-coup-.html
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/08/14/moving-beyond-the-politics-of-recognition-in-myanmar/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/new-asean-envoy-to-myanmar-pledges-to-meet-with-opposition-detained-activists/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/asean-cant-do-much-more-about-myanmars-crisis/
https://www.nationthailand.com/international/40004145
https://asean.org/aichr-holds-workshop-on-trafficking-in-persons-prevention/
https://asean.org/asean-japan-sports-figures-and-young-leaders-convene-for-gender-equality-in-sports/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/asean-should-intervene-to-help-the-rohingya-daily-star
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2159627/the-crafting-of-aseans-protector-role
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Energy 

Green energy: Shifting from fossil fuels to sun, wind & water 

The Straits Times, 29 August 2021 

 

Regional business group urges new policymaking, market tools to wean Asean off fossil fuels 

Business Times Singapore, 24 August 2021 

 

Thailand plugs electric vehicle mission into Asean energy plan 

The Nation, 10 August 2021 

Mekong 

Mekong talks not inclusive 

Bangkok Post, 20 August 2021 

 

Mekong Basin issues need political will, activists say 

Bangkok Post, 19 August 2021 

 

RCEP and its implications for the Lower Mekong subregion 

Hinrich Foundation, 3 August 2021 

Misc. 

Youth entrepreneurs celebrate community development spirit in ASEAN 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 24 August 2021 

 

5th ASEAN Media Forum discusses multilateralism 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 13 August 2021 

ASEAN Economic Community  

ASEAN remains a fast growing region despite the pandemic 

The Nation, 31 August 2021 

 

ASEAN assesses its labour practices to stay competitive 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 31 August 2021 

 

ASEAN publishes MSMEs digitalisation success stories 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 30 August 2021 

 

ASEAN connectivity to accelerate collective efforts towards recovery, resilience 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 August 2021 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/green-energy-shifting-from-fossil-fuels-to-sun-wind-water
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/regional-business-group-urges-new-policymaking-market-tools-to-wean-asean-off-fossil
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40004484
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2168131/mekong-talks-not-inclusive
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2168131/mekong-talks-not-inclusive
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2167391/mekong-basin-issues-need-political-will-activists-say
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/article/ftas/rcep-and-its-implications-for-the-lower-mekong-subregion/
https://asean.org/youth-entrepreneurs-celebrate-community-development-spirit-in-asean/
https://asean.org/5th-asean-media-forum-discusses-multilateralism/
https://www.nationthailand.com/international/40005497
https://asean.org/asean-assesses-its-labour-practices-to-stay-competitive/
https://asean.org/asean-publishes-msmes-digitalisation-success-stories/
https://asean.org/asean-connectivity-to-accelerate-collective-efforts-towards-recovery-resilience/
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Recommendations of The High-Level Task Force on ASEAN Economic Integration (link broken 

temporarily) 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 August 2021 

 

Singapore can use fintech to bridge Asean and Africa: Alvin Tan 

The Straits Times, 24 August 2021 

 

Digital Masterplan: Getting the next five years right for Asean 

Business Times Singapore, Quah Say Jye and Kevin Chen (Asia Competitiveness Institute 

Singapore), 19 August 2021 

 

AMRO, OECD partner on ASEAN+3 growth and financial stability 

Business World, 16 August 2021 

 

ASEAN BUSINESS; Building global supply chain resilience through regional distribution centres 

in Asean 

Business Times Singapore, 13 August 2021 

 

Press Release of the ASEAN Liberalizes Investment Rules Jakarta 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 12 August 2021 

 

BANK EARNINGS; UOB still upbeat on Asean growth despite pandemic challenges 

Business Times Singapore, 5 August 2021 

 

Symposium on ASEAN Single Window targets expanded trade for more inclusive growth 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 5 August 2021 

ASEAN Business 

Huawei Empowers Thailand with Digital Technology to Become ASEAN’s Next Digital Hub and 

Carbon Neutral Leader 

The Nation, 10 August 2021 

 

Bosch to produce motorcycle ABS in Thailand from 2022 

The Nation, 3 August 2021 

 
 

https://asean.org/recommendations-of-the-high-level-task-force-on-asean-economic-integration/
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/economy/singapore-can-use-fintech-to-bridge-asean-and-africa-alvin-tan
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion/digital-masterplan-getting-the-next-five-years-right-for-asean
https://www.bworldonline.com/amro-oecd-partner-on-asean3growth-and-financial-stability/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/building-global-supply-chain-resilience-through-regional-distribution-centres-in
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/building-global-supply-chain-resilience-through-regional-distribution-centres-in
https://asean.org/press-release-of-the-asean-liberalizes-investment-rules-jakarta/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/banking-finance/uob-positive-on-asean-despite-pandemic-q2-net-profit-up-43
https://asean.org/symposium-on-asean-single-window-targets-expanded-trade-for-more-inclusive-growth/
https://www.nationthailand.com/pr-news/business/40004482
https://www.nationthailand.com/pr-news/business/40004482
https://www.nationthailand.com/pr-news/business/40004141
https://www.nationthailand.com/pr-news/business/40004141
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