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Dr Nilüfer Oral 

 
Dr Nilüfer Oral is Director of the Centre for International Law. Dr Oral has over 20 

years of experience in the study, teaching and practice of international law. She 

has been a member of the Law Faculty at Istanbul Bilgi University since 1998. In 

2016, she was elected by the UN General Assembly to the International Law 

Commission where she is co-chair of the study group on sea level rise in relation 

to international law. She has been nominated by Turkey to the International Law 

Commission (2022– 2027). She has advised the Foreign Ministry of the Republic 

of Turkey on matters related to the law of the sea and climate change, and served 

as a climate change negotiator between 2009 and 2016, and attended meetings 

held by the International Maritime Organization. She has also appeared before 

the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. More… 

 

 

 
Emeritus Professor Robert C Beckman 

 
Robert Beckman is the Head of the Ocean Law and Policy programme of the 

Centre for International Law (CIL) and was the founding Director of CIL. He is 

also an Emeritus Professor at the NUS Faculty of Law, where he taught Ocean 

Law & Policy for many years. He currently teaches a course in International 

Regulation of Shipping at the NUS Faculty of Law. Since 2009 he has lectured in 

the summer programme at the Rhodes Academy of Oceans Law and Policy in 

Rhodes, Greece, and he is a member of the Governing Board for the Rhodes 

Academy. He has published widely on ocean law and policy issues. He is also a 

Senior Advisor to the Maritime Security Programme of the Institute for Defence & 

Strategic Studies (IDSS) at the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies 

(RSIS) at Nanyang Technological University (NTU). He has been nominated by 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam as an Arbitrator under Annex VII of the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. More… 

 

 

 
Dr Tara Davenport 

 
Dr Tara Davenport is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, National 

University of Singapore (NUS) and a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for 

International Law (CIL) at NUS. She has an LLB from the London School of 

Economics, an LLM in Maritime Law from NUS, an LLM and JSD from Yale Law 

School. She received a Fulbright Scholarship in 2013 and the NUS Overseas 

Graduate Scholarship in 2014. She is a qualified Advocate and Solicitor in 

Singapore. Her current research 

interests are public international law, law of the sea and international dispute 

settlement. She has written on the South China Sea disputes, submarine cables, 

deep seabed mining and maritime security issues. She was a member of the Legal 

Working Group on Liability for Environmental Harm from Activities in the Area 

convened by the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI), the 

Commonwealth Secretariat and the Secretariat of the International Seabed 

Authority. She is also the Rapporteur for the International Law Association Study 

Committee on Submarine Cables and Pipelines. More… 

 

https://cil.nus.edu.sg/profile/?user=134
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/profile/?user=22
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/profile/?user=101


 

 

 
Professor Clive Schofield 

 
Professor Clive Schofield is Head of Research at the WMU-Sasakawa Global 

Ocean Institute, World Maritime University (WMU) in Malmö, Sweden. He was 

previously Director of Research at the Australian Centre for Ocean Resources 

and Security (ANCORS), University of Wollongong (UOW),Australia and Leader 

of the Sustaining Oceans and Coastal Communities research theme within the 

UOW Global Challenges Program. He holds a PhD (geography) from the 

University of Durham, UK and an LLM from the University of British 

Columbia(UBC), Canada. He has held both an Australian Research Council 

(ARC) Future Fellowship and QEII Senior Research Fellowship. More… 

 

 

 
Dr I Made Andi Arsana 

 
Dr I Made Andi Arsana is a lecturer and researcher at the Department of 

Geodetic Engineering, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia. He is currently 

appointed by the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs as an expert of the 

technical team of Maritime Boundary Delimitation between Indonesia and its 

neighbouring countries. He obtained his PhD from the Australian National 

Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS), University of Wollongong 

and a master’s degree from the University of New South Wales, Australia. Dr 

Arsana is also an alumnus of the UN- Nippon Foundation Fellowship, a 

research and internship programme organised by the UN Division for Ocean 

Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS). For the programme, he conducted 

research at ANCORS and UN DOALOS in New York in 2007. More… 

 

 

 
Mr Lawrence Martin 

 
Larry Martin co-chairs Foley Hoag's International Litigation & Arbitration practice. 

His work focuses on representing sovereign States before the world’s leading 

international dispute resolution fora, including the International Court of Justice 

and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. He also frequently defends 

States and State-owned entities before United States courts. More… 

 

 

 
Dr Leonardo Bernard 

 
Leonardo BERNARD is an Associate Research Fellow with the Australian 

National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS) at the 

University of Wollongong, Australia. Leo has researched and written 

extensively on law of the sea issues such as the continental shelf; maritime 

boundary disputes; rock or island; and on the application of historic rights 

under international law. He has been invited to present his research on the 

South China Sea and maritime boundary disputes in Singapore, USA, Australia, 

Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, South Korea and China. Leo was also involved in 

the editing of the books ‘Beyond 

Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea: Legal Framework for the Joint 

Development of Hydrocarbon Resources’ and ‘The South China Sea Disputes 

and the Law of the Sea’. More… 

https://www.wmu.se/people/clive-schofield
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/I-Made-Andi-Arsana.pdf
https://foleyhoag.com/people/martin-lawrence/
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Leonardo-BERNARD-Short-Bio-2019.pdf


 

 

 
Mr Robert Harris 

 
Mr Robert Harris is Assistant Legal Adviser for East Asian and Pacific Affairs. In 

this position he provides legal advice to policy makers on legal issues related to 

US foreign policy in the Asia and Pacific region. Mr Harris has been a lawyer at 

the Department of State since 1985 and a member of the Senior Executive 

Service since 1992. At the State Department he has served as legal adviser and 

as head of delegation to more than 100 different bilateral and multilateral 

negotiations on topics such as migration, international aviation and trade in 

services, counterterrorism, counter-narcotics trafficking, extradition of criminal 

fugitives, mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, agreements for the 

protection and management of transboundary watercourses, maritime boundary 

delimitation, the international law of the sea, marine pollution and dumping at 

sea, transboundary environmental impact assessment, global environment 

protection (including persistent organic pollutants and other hazardous 

chemicals, biological diversity, biosafety, international conservation, and 

stratospheric ozone protection), sustainable development, international human 

rights, the protection of refugees, diplomatic privileges and immunities, and 

nuclear liability. More… 

 

 

 

 
Ms Sarala Subramaniam 

 
Sarala Subramaniam is a Deputy Senior State Counsel at the International Affairs 

Division at the Attorney-General's Chambers of Singapore. Prior to her current 

position, she was at the Ministry of Law of Singapore, Rajah & Tann Asia and Allen 

& Gledhill. Ms Subramaniam holds a Master of Laws from Harvard Law School. 

More… 

 

 

 
H.E. Dato’ Dr. Azfar Mohamad Mustafar 

 

Dr Azfar bin Mohamad Mustafar is the High Commissioner of Malaysia to 

Singapore. From September 2018 until May 2021, he served as the Ambassador 

of Malaysia to France, with concurrent accreditation to Monaco and Portugal. Prior 

to that, he was the Director General, Department of Maritime Affairs of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia. Dr Azfar joined the Malaysian civil service in 1996, and 

his past assignments include, amongst others, service as Programme Coordinator, 

Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations, and as an Assistant Director, National 

Security Council, Prime Minister’s Department. More… 

 

 

https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Robert-Harris.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarala-subramaniam-a3057899/?originalSubdomain=sg
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PROFILE-Dr-Azfar.pdf

