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The 42nd ASEAN Summit 

ASEAN Summit Statements (9-11 May 2023) 

Chairman’s Statement 

● Chairman’s Statement of the 42nd ASEAN Summit* 

○ Indonesia’s ASEAN Chairmanship: “ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth” (2, 

17-28) 

○ ASEAN Community; Master-Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 (10-13, 26-27, 34-

37, 78*) 

○ Timor Leste (3, 25) 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FINAL-Chairmans-Statement-42nd-ASEAN-Summit-1.pdf
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○ ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (29-32, 118) 

○ Initiative for ASEAN Integration (33) 

○ ASEAN Smart Cities Network (38) 

○ ASEAN Political-Security Community (39-51), Trafficking in Persons (17), 

Transnational Crime (19), Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (39), ASEAN 

Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (42), Radicalism and Violent 

Extremism (43), UNCLOS/Maritime (44-45), Illicit Drugs (46), APSC Meetings (47-

51),  

○ ASEAN Economic Community (52-78), Priority Economic Deliverables (55), 

Food Security (56), Energy (57), Digital Economy (58-60), Tourism (61), Regional 

Payment Connectivity (24, 62), ATIGA and FTAs with Dialogue Partners (65), 

RCEP (66), MSMEs (67), ASEAN Green Deal/Sustainable Development (69-71), 

Blue Economy (75) 

○ ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (79-111), Health/COVID-19 (21, 79*-82), 

Migrant Workers (20, 83), Labour (84), Youth (85-88), Education (89-92), Human 

Rights (94-100), Rural Development (21, 101), Climate (106), Disaster 

Management (16, 108-110) 

○ External Relations (112-117), ASEAN Plus Three (115), East Asia Summit (116), 

ASEAN Regional Forum (117) 

○ South China Sea (119-121) 

○ Korean Peninsula (122) 

○ Middle East (123) 

○ Ukraine (124) 

○ Myanmar (111, 125) 

 

* A couple paragraphs were misnumbered in the current version of the Chairman’s Statement, namely the 

additional paragraphs ‘78’ and ‘79’ under “ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community” on page 15. These additional 

paragraphs are indicated with an asterisk. 

 

ASEAN Leaders’ Statements/Declarations 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on The Development of The ASEAN Community’s Post-2025 

Vision 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on Combating Trafficking in Persons Caused by The Abuse 

of Technology 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on Developing Regional Electric Vehicle Ecosystem 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on Advancing Regional Payment Connectivity and 

Promoting Local Currency Transaction 

● ASEAN Leaders Joint Statement on The Establishment of an ASEAN Villages Network 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on One Health Initiative 

● ASEAN Leaders’ Statement on the Recent Attack on a Convoy of the AHA Centre and 

ASEAN Monitoring Team in Myanmar 

 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/04-ASEAN-Leaders-Statement-Towards-Post-2025-Vision_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/04-ASEAN-Leaders-Statement-Towards-Post-2025-Vision_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/06-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Combating-TIP-Caused-by-the-Abuse-of-Technology_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/06-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Combating-TIP-Caused-by-the-Abuse-of-Technology_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/07-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Developing-Regional-EV-Ecosystem_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/08-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Regional-Payment-Connectivity-and-LCT_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/08-ASEAN-Leaders-Declaration-on-Regional-Payment-Connectivity-and-LCT_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/12-ASEAN-Leaders-JS-on-ASEAN-Villages-Network_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/11-ASEAN-One-Health-Initiative-Declaration_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/STATEMENT-FINAL-RELEASE.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/STATEMENT-FINAL-RELEASE.pdf
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Other documents 

● ASEAN Declaration on The Placement and Protection of Migrant Fishers 

● ASEAN Declaration on The Protection of Migrant Workers and Family Members in Crisis 

Situations 

● Recommendation by The ASEAN Youth “Southeast Asia as an Epicentrum of Digital 

Development for SDGs” 

News 

Women peace, security agenda progress in ASEAN Summit 

The Jakarta Post, 26 May 2023 

 

Govt trawls for untapped potential in blue economy 

The Jakarta Post, 19 May 2023 

 

ASEAN Leaders Tackle Human Trafficking at Latest Summit 

The Diplomat, 18 May 2023 

 

Transnational crimes in focus at ASEAN Summit 

The Jakarta Post, 15 May 2023 

 

Asean must stay cohesive and united, given troubled external environment, says PM Lee 

The Straits Times, 10 May 2023 

 

Asean faces big test at its summit: Will it rise to the challenges? 

The Straits Times, Marty Natalegawa, 10 May 2023 

 

Despite protests, Labuan Bajo still 'strategic': Govt 

The Jakarta Post, 10 May 2023 

 

ASEAN Summit: Time to focus beyond Myanmar issues 

The Jakarta Post, Teuku Faizasyah (Indonesian Foreign Ministry), 6 May 2023 

29th ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council Meeting 

Joint Statement of The Twenty-Ninth ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 May 2023 

News 

Insight: Indonesia must not fail its commitment to ASEAN sociocultural agenda 

The Jakarta Post, 10 May 2023 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/10-ASEAN-Declaration-on-Protection-and-Promotion-of-the-Rights-of-Migrant-Fishers_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/09-ASEAN-Declaration-on-Protection-of-Migrant-Workers-and-Family-Members-in-Crisis-Situations_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/09-ASEAN-Declaration-on-Protection-of-Migrant-Workers-and-Family-Members-in-Crisis-Situations_adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_BRIEF_ASEAN-Youth-Recomendation-at-ASEAN-Leaders-Interface-with-Youth-Representatives.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_BRIEF_ASEAN-Youth-Recomendation-at-ASEAN-Leaders-Interface-with-Youth-Representatives.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/25/women-peace-and-security-agenda-progress-in-asean-summit.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/19/government-looks-for-untapped-potential-in-blue-economy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/19/government-looks-for-untapped-potential-in-blue-economy.html
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/asean-leaders-tackle-human-trafficking-at-latest-summit/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/15/transnational-crimes-in-focus-at-asean-summit.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/15/transnational-crimes-in-focus-at-asean-summit.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-must-stay-cohesive-and-united-given-troubled-external-environment-says-pm-lee
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-must-stay-cohesive-and-united-given-troubled-external-environment-says-pm-lee
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/asean-faces-big-test-at-its-summit-will-it-rise-to-the-challenges
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/asean-faces-big-test-at-its-summit-will-it-rise-to-the-challenges
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/10/government-says-labuan-bajo-a-strategic-asean-venue-despite-local-protests.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/10/government-says-labuan-bajo-a-strategic-asean-venue-despite-local-protests.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/06/asean-summit-time-to-focus-beyond-myanmar-issues.html
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Joint-Statement-of-the-29th-ASCC-Council-Meeting_final.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/10/indonesia-must-not-fail-its-commitment-to-asean-socio-cultural-agenda.html
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29th ASCC Council Meeting concludes with achievements for Regional Health, Social Protection 

and Rural Development 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 May 2023 

37th Meeting of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on 

Human Rights 

37th Meeting of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 22-26 May 2023 

Commentary  

'Epicentrum of growth': What does it mean for ASEAN? 

The Jakarta Post, Shofwan Al Banna Choiruzzad and Adinda N.V. Hutabarat, 4 May 2023 

Geopolitics  

ASEAN can only matter if Indonesia does as a pan Indo-Pacific power 

The Jakarta Post, Phar Kim Beng, 29 May 2023 

 

Southeast Asian Views on the United States: Perceptions Versus Objective Reality 

ISEAS Perspective, Lee Su-Ann, 22 May 2023 

 

Time for a more unified and decisive ASEAN 

Asia Times, Richard Heydarian, 12 May 2023 

External Relations 

China’s reopening is more than just boosting tourism in Asean 

The Nation, Vijay Eswaran, 30 May 2023 

 

The US-Asean corridor: Opportunities aplenty as the bloc moves ahead 

Business Times Singapore, Steven Cranwell, 25 May 2023 

 

Rising India: A Welcome Partner for ASEAN? 

The Diplomat, Imran Said, 17 May 2023 

 

From Labuan Bajo to Stockholm -- A shared outlook (ASEAN-EU Relations) 

The Jakarta Post, 12 May 2023 

 

https://asean.org/29th-ascc-council-meeting-concludes-with-achievements-for-regional-health-social-protection-and-rural-development/
https://asean.org/29th-ascc-council-meeting-concludes-with-achievements-for-regional-health-social-protection-and-rural-development/
https://asean.org/37th-meeting-of-the-asean-intergovernmental-commission-on-human-rights/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/04/epicentrum-of-growth-what-does-it-mean-for-asean-and-china.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/28/asean-can-only-matter-if-indonesia-does-as-a-pan-indo-pacific-power.html
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2023-42-southeast-asian-views-on-the-united-states-perceptions-versus-objective-reality-by-lee-sue-ann/
https://asiatimes.com/2023/05/time-for-a-more-unified-and-decisive-asean/
https://www.nationthailand.com/world/40028106
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/global/us-asean-corridor-opportunities-aplenty-bloc-moves-ahead
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/rising-india-a-welcome-partner-for-asean/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/12/from-labuan-bajo-to-stockholm--a-shared-outlook-.html
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AUKUS Pillar II and Australia-ASEAN relations 

The Jakarta Post, 10 May 2023 

 

Riding the tide: assessing South Korea’s hedging strategy through regional security initiatives 

(ASEAN-South Korea relations) 

The Pacific Review, Yaechan Lee, May 2023 

Myanmar 

ASEAN’s Defective Approach to the Crisis in Myanmar 

The Diplomat, Nyein Kaung, 26 May 2023 

 

Asean must reengage with Myanmar 

Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 23 May 2023 

 

ASEAN Humanitarian Assistance to the People of Myanmar in Response to the Impact of Tropical 

Cyclone MOCHA 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 May 2023 

 

Regionals Splits on Myanmar Are Becoming More Apparent 

The Diplomat, 16 May 2023 

 

Myanmar crisis is Asean’s Sisyphean burden 

The Straits Times, Tan See Seng, 13 May 2023 

 

Indonesia’s President Admits ASEAN Has Made No Progress on Myanmar Crisis 

The Diplomat, 11 May 2023 

 

Attack on Asean aid convoy might be deliberate ploy to stir trouble ahead of Asean Summit: 

Analysts 

The Straits Times, 9 May 2023 

 

Can Jakarta push peace in Myanmar? 

Bangkok Post, 9 May 2023 

 

Commentary: Just expel Myanmar's junta from ASEAN 

The Jakarta Post, Kornelius Purba, 2 May 2023 

Timor Leste 

Onus on Timor-Leste to seal ASEAN deal 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/10/aukus-pillar-ii-and-relations-between-australia-and-asean.html
https://www-tandfonline-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2021.1977685
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/aseans-defective-approach-to-the-crisis-in-myanmar/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2576274/asean-must-reengage-with-myanmar
https://asean.org/asean-humanitarian-assistance-to-the-people-of-myanmar-in-response-to-the-impact-of-tropical-cyclone-mocha/
https://asean.org/asean-humanitarian-assistance-to-the-people-of-myanmar-in-response-to-the-impact-of-tropical-cyclone-mocha/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/regionals-splits-on-myanmar-are-becoming-more-apparent/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/myanmar-crisis-is-asean-s-sisyphean-burden
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/indonesias-president-admits-asean-has-made-no-progress-on-myanmar-crisis/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/attack-on-asean-aid-convoy-might-be-deliberate-ploy-to-stir-trouble-ahead-of-asean-summit-analysts
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/attack-on-asean-aid-convoy-might-be-deliberate-ploy-to-stir-trouble-ahead-of-asean-summit-analysts
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2566201/can-jakarta-push-peace-in-myanmar-
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/01/just-expel-the-myanmars-junta-from-asean.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2023/05/19/ball-in-timor-lestes-court-to-full-asean-membership.html


6 
1 

Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. 
Please note that links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the 
updates. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites. 
 

The Jakarta Post, 19 May 2023 

 

Supporting Timor-Leste’s ASEAN Membership Should Be a Priority for Its Friends 

The Diplomat, Melissa Conley Tyler and Parker Novak, 17 May 2023 

 

Singapore, Asean helping Timor-Leste towards full membership 

The Straits Times, 12 May 2023 

 

Timor-Leste attends first Asean summit as observer, vows to be unwavering partner 

The Straits Times, 10 May 2023 

 

Timor-Leste's path to Asean membership 

Business Times Singapore, 9 May 2023 

Health 

Private investment is key for improving ASEAN's health resilience 

Nikkei Asian Review, Arsjad Rasjid, 30 May 2023 

Environment/Energy 

Strategic Partnership Opportunities among ASEAN countries towards Renewable Energy 

Modern Diplomacy, Irdina Batrisyia Riza Adami, 31 May 2023 

 

Alternative fuels to power ASEAN's energy transition 

The Jakarta Post, Trung Ghi and Somnath Kansabanik, 26 May 2023 

 

Don't rush on EV in ASEAN 

The Jakarta Post, 23 May 2023 

 

Thailand joins Asean EV battery initiative 

Bangkok Post, 12 May 2023 

 

Asean needs $3.7 trillion to sustain growth and fight climate change: Asian Development Bank 

The Straits Times, 2 May 2023 

Transboundary Haze 

Experts call for uniform air quality indicator in Asean ahead of transboundary talks in S’pore 

The Straits Times, 21 May 2023 

 

https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/supporting-timor-lestes-asean-membership-should-be-a-priority-for-its-friends/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/s-pore-helping-timor-leste-prepare-for-full-asean-membership-pm-lee
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/timor-leste-attends-first-asean-summit-as-observer-vows-to-be-unwavering-partner
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/timor-lestes-path-asean-membership
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Private-investment-is-key-for-improving-ASEAN-s-health-resilience
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2023/05/31/strategic-partnership-opportunities-among-asean-countries-towards-renewable-energy/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/26/how-alternative-fuels-could-power-aseans-green-energy-transition.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/22/dont-rush-on-ev-in-asean.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/auto/news/2568642/thailand-joins-asean-ev-battery-initiative
straitstimes.com/business/asean-needs-37-trillion-to-sustain-growth-and-fight-climate-change-asian-development-bank
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/experts-call-for-uniform-air-quality-indicator-in-asean-ahead-of-transboundary-talks-in-s-pore
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Asean's fight on haze needs rethink 

Bangkok Post, Apichai Sunchindah, Helena Varkkey, Larry Maramis, 8 May 2023 

Technology 

ASEAN marching toward digital community 2045 

The Jakarta Post, Lili Yan Ing and Yessi Vadila, 31 May 2023 

 

At SLD 2023, ASEAN Defense Officials Must Tackle Tech Issues 

The Diplomat, 25 May 2023 

Education  

ASEAN regional forum concludes with call for transformative approaches to education 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 26 May 2023 

 

ASEAN universities prove commitment to SDGs 

The Jakarta Post, 17 May 2023 

ASEAN Economic Community 

Narrowing the Development Gap: Follow-Up Monitor of the ASEAN Framework for Equitable 

Economic Development 

Asian Development Bank, May 2023 

 

Will Asean prioritise food security or succumb to protectionist measures? 

South China Morning Post, Joseph Sipalan, 26 May 2023 

 

Geopolitics is driving Asean bank digitalisation 

Business Times Singapore, John Mitchell, 12 May 2023 

 

Less dependent on the dollar 

The Jakarta Post, 11 May 2023 

 

ASEAN's patchy economic growth suggests long road to recovery 

Nikkei Asian Review, 10 May 2023 

 

Commerce - Asean pact pushes local currencies 

Bangkok Post, 10 May 2023 

 

22nd ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Council Chair’s Media Statement 

https://global-factiva-com.libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/redir/default.aspx?P=sa&an=BKPOST0020230507ej58000gt&drn=drn%3aarchive.newsarticle.BKPOST0020230507ej58000gt&cat=a&ep=ASE
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/30/asean-marching-toward-digital-community-2045.html
https://thediplomat.com/2023/05/at-sld-2023-asean-defense-officials-must-tackle-tech-issues/
https://asean.org/asean-regional-forum-concludes-with-call-for-transformative-approaches-to-education/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/16/asean-universities-show-commitment-to-sdgs.html
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/884656/narrowing-development-gap-asean-framework.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/884656/narrowing-development-gap-asean-framework.pdf
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3221820/will-asean-prioritise-food-security-or-succumb-protectionist-measures
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3221820/will-asean-prioritise-food-security-or-succumb-protectionist-measures
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/geopolitics-driving-asean-bank-digitalisation
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/10/less-dependent-on-the-dollar.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-s-patchy-economic-growth-suggests-long-road-to-recovery2
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2567011/asean-pact-pushes-local-currencies
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2567011/asean-pact-pushes-local-currencies
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Chairs-Media-Statement-AECC22-as-of-7-May-rv_FINAL.pdf
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ASEAN Secretariat News, 7 May 2023 

 

Insight: Global economic fragmentation calls for proactive, unified ASEAN strategy 

The Jakarta Post, Julia Tijaja and Tong Yee Siong, 5 May 2023 

 

Asean poised to increase share of global trade as manufacturers seek more resilient supply 

chains 

The Straits Times, 4 May 2023 

 

Asean must at least double infrastructure fund sourcing: ADB 

Business Times Singapore, 2 May 2023 

 

Joint Statement of the 26th ASEAN+3 Finance Ministers’ and Central Bank Governors’ Meeting 

ASEAN Secretariat News, 2 May 2023 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/04/global-economic-fragmentation-calls-for-proactive-unified-asean-strategy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/04/global-economic-fragmentation-calls-for-proactive-unified-asean-strategy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/05/04/global-economic-fragmentation-calls-for-proactive-unified-asean-strategy.html
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/asean-must-least-double-infrastructure-fund-sourcing-adb
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/finalJS_26th-AFMGM3.pdf

