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Dr Tara Davenport is an Assistant Professor at the 

Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore 

(NUS) and Co-Head of the Ocean Law and Policy 

programme of CIL. She was a member of the Legal 

Working Group on Liability for Environmental Harm 

from Activities in the Area convened by the Centre 

for International Governance Innovation (CIGI), the 

Commonwealth Secretariat and the Secretariat of the 

International Seabed Authority. She is also the 

Rapporteur for the International Law Association 

Study Committee on Submarine Cables and Pipelines. 

 

 

Dr. Jolene Lin is Associate Professor at the Faculty 

of Law, National University of Singapore and 

Director of the Asia Pacific Centre for Environmental 

Law. She is a member of the advisory board for the 

University of Strathclyde’s LLM in Climate Change 

Law and Policy and of the editorial boards of: Journal 

of Environmental Law, Chinese Journal of 

Environmental Law, and Climate Law. Before joining 

NUS, Jolene was associate professor of law at the 

University of Hong Kong. 

 

 

Dr. Youna Lyons is the Trustee and Chair of the 

Board of the Advisory Committee on the Protection 

of the Sea (ACOPS). She is also a Visiting Associate 

Professor at the the Centre for International Law 

(CIL), National University of Singapore (NUS) where 

she focuses on Southeast Asia. 

She is a marine policy expert with degrees in 

international law (France), oceanography and marine 

affairs (USA), completed with a PhD on international 

marine environment law (Australia). She has 30 years 

of professional experience in the private sector and 

academia in Europe and Asia; she focuses on marine 

environmental issues of global and regional ocean 

governance and especially on the interface of science, 

law and policy. 

 



 

Dr. Miko Maekawa is Senior Research Fellow at the 

Asia and Middle East Program of the Sasakawa Peace 

Foundation (SPF). Prior to joining the SPF, she 

worked at several organizations including the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (2000-

2007), University of Tokyo as Assistant Professor 

with the "Wisdom of Water" (Suntory) Corporate 

Sponsored Research Program (2012) and the 

Graduate School of Human Sciences at Osaka 

University as Lecturer (2013). During her assignment 

at UNDP, Ms. Maekawa has managed a wide range 

of environmental projects on climate change 

mitigation, biodiversity conservation, and 

environmental mainstreaming. At SPF, she has been 

focusing her research on international climate regime 

and ocean governance. Ms. Maekawa graduated from 

Sophia University. She holds an M.Sc. in 

environment and development from the University of 

East Anglia (2000) and a Ph.D. in international 

studies from the University of Tokyo (2011). 

 

 

Dr Nilüfer Oral is Director of the Centre for 

International Law. Dr Oral has over 20 years of 

experience in the study, teaching and practice of 

international law. She has been a member of the Law 

Faculty at Istanbul Bilgi University since 1998. In 

2016, she was elected by the UN General Assembly 

to the International Law Commission where she is co-

chair of the study group on sea level rise in relation to 

international law. She has been nominated by Turkey 

to the International Law Commission (2022–2027). 

 

 
 

Ms. Railla Puno is a Research Associate at the 

Climate Change Law and Policy of the Centre for 

International Law. She has attended UNFCCC 

sessions in various capacities, including as negotiator 

and legal adviser for the Philippine government, and 

as Policy Coordinator for Climate Action Network, 

co-lead of the ENGO constituency. Railla obtained 

her LL.M. degree in Environmental Law from Pace 

University’s Elisabeth Haub School of Law with 

summa cum laude honors. She also holds a Juris 

Doctor degree from the University of the Philippines 

and a Bachelor of Science degree, major in 

Psychology, from the Ateneo de Manila University. 

She is a member of the Philippine bar since 2015. 



 

Dr OW Yan Xiang is a Senior Research Fellow with 

St John's Island National Marine Laboratory, 

Singapore. After graduating from the National 

University of Singapore, she joined the Tropical 

Marine Science Institute, NUS, to work on 

Singapore’s coral reefs. She did her PhD with James 

Cook University, Australia (2012-2015) to study the 

physiological responses of tropical seagrasses to 

declining water quality and ocean acidification at the 

Great Barrier Reef, Australia. 

Before joining SJINML, she held a post-doctoral 

research fellow position with the Department of 

Biological Sciences, NUS. Her research interest lies 

in examining the mechanisms through which marine 

phototrophs (i.e. corals, seagrasses, algae) respond 

and adapt to changes to their environments. 

 

 

Professor Clive Schofield is a Professor with the 

Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and 

Security (ANCORS), University of Wollongong, 

Australia. Previously, he was the Head of Research at 

the WMU-Sasakawa Global Ocean Institute, World 

Maritime University in Malmö, Sweden. He holds a 

PhD in Geography from the University of Durham 

and an LLM in international law from the University 

of British Columbia (UBC). His research interests 

relate to international maritime boundary delimitation 

and geo-technical issues related to the law of the sea 

on which he has published over 200 scholarly 

publications. Clive is an Observer on the Advisory 

Board on the Law of the Sea (ABLOS) and is a 

member of the International Law Association’s 

Committee on International Law and Sea Level Rise. 

He has also been involved in the peaceful settlement 

of boundary and territory disputes by providing 

advice to governments and in dispute settlement cases 

before international courts and tribunals. 

 

 

Dr. Pavel Tkalich settled in Singapore 30 years ago, 

and currently sharing research appointment between 

NUS’ Coastal Protection and Flood Resilience 

Institute (CFI Sg), Tropical Marine Science Institute 

(TMSI NUS), and Technology Centre for Offshore 

and Marine, Singapore (TCOMS). 

Pavel’s research areas include Ocean/Coastal 

Processes, Water Quality Modelling and 

Environmental Impact Assessment, as well as Wave 

Dynamics (i.e., Tsunami, Tides, Wind-waves). He led 

the first Climate Change study in Singapore (V1), 

where the first model of Storm Surges in South-East 



Asia was developed, as well as first ever estimations 

of sea level rise and variability in Singapore region 

were accomplished. 

 

 

Ms Danielle Yeow leads on climate change law and 

policy issues at the CIL and additionally works on 

international security, in particular on international 

law relating to cyberspace. She is also an Adjunct 

Associate Professor (MSc (Environmental 

Management) Programme) at the National University 

of Singapore where she teaches a course on 

Environmental and Sustainability Management – 

Law, Governance and Practice. 

 


