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ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat (19 January 2025) 
Press Statement by the Chair of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat 
 
(Video) ASEAN foreign ministers pledge to strengthen unity amid a shift in global order 
Channel News Asia, 20 January 2025 
 
ASEAN Chair’s Statement on the Ceasefire Agreement between Israel and Hamas in Gaza 
ASEAN Secretariat, 21 January 2025 

28th Meeting of ASEAN Tourism Ministers (19 January 2025) 
● Joint Media Statement of The 28th Meeting of ASEAN Tourism Ministers 
● Joint Media Statement of The 24th Meeting of ASEAN, China Japan and Republic of 

Korea Tourism Ministers 
● Joint Media Statement of The 12th Meeting of ASEAN-India Tourism Ministers 
● Joint Media Statement of The Fourth Meeting of ASEAN-Russian Federation Tourism 

Ministers 
 

ASEAN nations see huge surge in visitor numbers 
Asia News Network, 27 January 2025 
 
ASEAN, UN Tourism join forces to transform the region’s tourism sector 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 20 January 2025 

5th ASEAN Digital Ministers’ Meeting and Related Meetings (16-
17 January 2025) 

● Bangkok Digital Declaration 
● Joint Media Statement of the 5th ASEAN Digital Ministers’ Meeting and Related Meetings 

 
What ASEAN offers the world in the Intelligent Age 
The Jakarta Post, Shaun Adam and Joo Ok Lee, 24 January 2025 
 
ASEAN expands AI guide to address deepfakes, other risks 
The Jakarta Post, 21 January 2025 
 
ASEAN-wide digital payment system, regional power grid key amid geopolitical risks: Vivian 
Balakrishnan 
Channel News Asia, 19 January 2025 
 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/FINAL-Press-Statement-by-the-Chair-AMM-Retreat-2025.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/watch/asean-foreign-ministers-pledge-strengthen-unity-amid-shift-global-order-4877721
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-Ceasefire-Agreement.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-28th-M-ATM.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-24th-M-ATM3.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-24th-M-ATM3.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-12th-M-ATMIndia.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-4th-M-ATMRussia.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Adopted-JMS-4th-M-ATMRussia.pdf
https://asianews.network/asean-nations-see-huge-surge-in-visitor-numbers/
https://asean.org/asean-un-tourism-join-forces-to-transform-the-regions-tourism-sector/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/14-ENDORSED-BANGKOK-DIGITAL-DECLARATION.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/15-ENDORSED-JOINT-MEDIA-STATEMENT-5th-ADGSOM-v2-Cleaned.pdf
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2025/01/24/what-asean-offers-the-world-in-the-intelligent-age.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/business/2025/01/21/asean-expands-ai-guide-to-address-deepfakes-other-risks.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-digital-economy-regional-power-grid-geopolitical-tensions-4876731
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-digital-economy-regional-power-grid-geopolitical-tensions-4876731
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ASEAN Digital Ministers advocate for development of secure, innovative, and inclusive digital 
ecosystem 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 16 January 2025 

Commentary 
Asia's opportunity to 'decouple' from the U.S. 
Nikkei Asian Review, Frederic Neumann, 23 January 2025 
 
6 questions for ASEAN Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn: ‘Diversity is our strength’ 
World Economic Forum, 22 January 2025 
 
Trump ready with Asean policy 2.0 
The Nation, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 21 January 2025 
 
ASEAN should hope for the best but prepare for the worst in 2025 
East Asia Forum, Sharon Seah, 20 January 2025 
 
Understanding ASEAN Centrality: Comparative Analysis of ‘Core’ and ‘Hub’ Strategies 
Hamanaka, Shintaro. Asia & the Pacific Poliyc Studies Vol 12(1), 1 January 2025 

ASEAN Chairmanship 
On Human Rights, Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairmanship Promises More of the Same 
The Diplomat, 30 January 2025 
 
Bridging Divides: Malaysia’s Middle Power Diplomacy in ASEAN’s Future 
The Diplomat, Khoo Ying Hooi, 28 January 2025 
 
ASEAN faces risk of disarray amid Anwar-Prabowo 'competition' 
Nikkei Asian Review, Norman Goh, 21 January 2025 
 
Lao PDR’s ASEAN Chairmanship 2024: Advancing Regional Economic Integration, Connectivity 
and Resilience 
Fulcrum, Sithanonxay Suvannaphakdy, 8 January 2025 

Regional Trade Arrangements and Global Value Chains 
What opportunities lie ahead for Asean following the upgraded FTA with China? 
Business Times Singapore, Jean Lu, 21 January 2025 
 

https://asean.org/asean-digital-ministers-advocate-for-development-of-secure-innovative-and-inclusive-digital-ecosystem/
https://asean.org/asean-digital-ministers-advocate-for-development-of-secure-innovative-and-inclusive-digital-ecosystem/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Asia-s-opportunity-to-decouple-from-the-U.S
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/01/questions-asean-secretary-general-kao-diversity-southeast-asia/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2944006/trump-ready-with-asean-policy-2-0
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/01/20/asean-should-hope-for-the-best-but-prepare-for-the-worst-in-2025/
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.70006
https://thediplomat.com/2025/01/on-human-rights-malaysias-asean-chairmanship-promises-more-of-the-same/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/01/bridging-divides-malaysias-middle-power-diplomacy-in-aseans-future/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/ASEAN-faces-risk-of-disarray-amid-Anwar-Prabowo-competition
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/lao-pdrs-asean-chairmanship-2024-advancing-regional-economic-integration-connectivity-and-resilience/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/lao-pdrs-asean-chairmanship-2024-advancing-regional-economic-integration-connectivity-and-resilience/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/global/what-opportunities-lie-ahead-asean-following-upgraded-fta-china


4 
Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. 

Please note that links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the 
updates. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites. 

 
 

ASEAN strengthens global value chain agenda at 3rd FG-GVC Meeting 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 21 January 2025 
 
ASEAN faces China Shock and Trump 2.0 
Hinrich Foundation, Henry Storey, 14 January 2025 
 
Preparing the ASEAN Economic Community for a Securitised World 
Fulcrum, Julia Tijaja and Muhammad Habib Abiyan Dzakwan, 7 January 2025 
 
The impact of trade liberalization on China–ASEAN trade relations along the belt and road: An 
augmented gravity model analysis 
Wang, Lin and Chen, Kai. Finance Research Letters, Vol 71, January 2025 
 
Services Global Supply Chains in ASEAN and East Asia: Implications and Opportunities for 
Regional Integration 
Springer. eds. Kimura, Thangavelu et al. 

Myanmar 
Myanmar’s Resistance Must Be Transparent Regarding ICC Arrest Warrants 
The Diplomat, 22 January 2025 
 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers Tell Myanmar Junta to Prioritize Peace Over Elections 
The Diplomat, 21 January 2025 
 
ASEAN warns Myanmar its election has to be 'inclusive' 
Nikkei Asian Review, 19 January 2025 
 
Can Myanmar turn the corner in 2025? 
Nikkei Asian Review, Amitav Acharya, 9 January 2025 

Timor-Leste 
ASEAN’s new developmental divide 
The Interpreter (Lowy Institute), Gracie Stanhope, 28 January 2025 
 
‘Really dumb and lazy if we do not benefit’: Timor-Leste president on hopes of joining ASEAN in 
2025 
Channel News Asia, 17 January 2025 

https://asean.org/asean-strengthens-global-value-chain-agenda-at-3rd-fg-gvc-meeting/
https://www.hinrichfoundation.com/research/wp/trade-and-geopolitics/asean-faces-china-shock-and-trump-2-0/
https://fulcrum.sg/preparing-the-asean-economic-community-for-a-securitised-world/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.frl.2024.106418
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.frl.2024.106418
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-97-2811-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-97-2811-4
https://thediplomat.com/2025/01/myanmars-resistance-must-be-transparent-regarding-icc-arrest-warrants/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/01/asean-foreign-ministers-tell-myanmar-junta-to-prioritize-peace-over-elections/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/ASEAN-warns-Myanmar-its-election-has-to-be-inclusive
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Can-Myanmar-turn-the-corner-in-2025
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/asean-s-new-developmental-divide
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-timor-leste-jose-ramos-horta-china-us-indonesia-singapore-4854076
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asean-timor-leste-jose-ramos-horta-china-us-indonesia-singapore-4854076
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Geopolitics 
Experts call for ASEAN unity amid global economic pressures 
The Nation, 23 January 2025 
 
Southeast Asian elites resist a China-led regional order 
East Asia Forum, 21 January 2025 
 
 
U.S. Indo-Pacific policy falters as Biden's presidency winds down 
Nikkei Asian Review, 18 January 2025 
 
Indonesia’s New Diplomatic Playbook: ASEAN on Hold, NAM in Limbo, Giants Ahead 
The Diplomat, 16 January 2025 
 
ASEAN's interest in BRICS is a hedge against Trump 
Nikkei Asian Review, Richard Heydarian, 7 January 2025 
 
Roundtable on the Return of Trump and Implications for ASEAN-US Relations 
Fulcrum, 2 January 2025 
 
Indo-Pacific and ASEAN: New Balances and New Challenges for Asian Integration and Stability 
Taylor & Francis. Eds Tran, Chirathivat et al. 
 
India, South Korea and the ASEAN: Middle Power Diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific 
Routledge. Eds. Pant, Harsh V and Saha, Premesha 

External Relations 
ASEAN Advances Regional Research Infrastructure with EU Support 
Delegation of the European Union to ASEAN, 20 January 2025 
 
Expanding Southeast Asia-Kazakhstan Dialogue: Strategic Imperatives 
Fulcrum, Barbora Valockova, 17 January 2025 
 
Question on ASEAN stumped Hegseth at Senate hearing (ASEAN-US Relations) 
The Nation, 15 January 2025 
 
A new phase of China-ASEAN health cooperation: the China-ASEAN Beijing Declaration on 
Cooperation in Innovation of Health Products and Technologies 
Global Health Research and Policy, Qiao, J., Zhan, S., Ren, M. et al. , 14 January 2025 

https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40045485
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/01/21/southeast-asian-elites-resist-a-china-led-regional-order/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Comment/U.S.-Indo-Pacific-policy-falters-as-Biden-s-presidency-winds-down
https://thediplomat.com/2025/01/indonesias-new-diplomatic-playbook-asean-on-hold-nam-in-limbo-giants-ahead/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/ASEAN-s-interest-in-BRICS-is-a-hedge-against-Trump
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/roundtable-on-the-return-of-trump-and-implications-for-asean-us-relations/
https://www.routledge.com/Indo-Pacific-and-ASEAN-New-Balances-and-New-Challenges-for-Asian-Integration-and-Stability/Tran-Chirathivat-De/p/book/9781032906881?srsltid=AfmBOooq2UV5LV5lJXz238prvSXnRcgmPG833Mn4Of64whippjDgD934
https://www.routledge.com/India-South-Korea-and-the-ASEAN-Middle-Power-Diplomacy-in-the-Indo-Pacific/Pant-Saha/p/book/9781032830605?srsltid=AfmBOopSh0y9MnkVJ78X7tjpDD8MAcfHPDkXwlkt1tTb6jsIqdqiDyPO
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/association-southeast-asian-nations-asean/asean-advances-regional-research-infrastructure-eu-support_en
https://fulcrum.sg/expanding-southeast-asia-kazakhstan-dialogue-strategic-imperatives/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40045210
https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-024-00401-x
https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-024-00401-x
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Stronger cultural ties needed to deepen ASEAN–EU cooperation in a polarised world 
East Asia Forum, David Ocon and Lluis Bonet, 3 January 2025 
 
Australia and ASEAN: A storied history 
The Interpreter (Lowy Institute), 3 January 2025 

Energy/Environment 
COP29 affirms cooperation is key to ASEAN’s carbon markets 
East Asia Forum, 10 January 2025 
 
How Should ASEAN Member States (AMS) Address Electricity Grid Stability with Increasing 
Renewable Energy Penetration? 
ASEAN Centre for Energy, Muhammad Rialdo Farizky et al., 7 January 2025 
 
A Possible Blueprint for ASEAN’s 2025 Climate Finance Strategy 
Fulcrum, Kevin Zongzhe Li, 3 January 2025 
 
Synergising Digitaltech and Climatetech to Enhance ASEAN Climate Action 
Fulcrum, Paul Teng, 3 January 2025 
 
Aquatic microplastics research in the ASEAN region: Analysis of challenges and priorities 
Nakano, Alfonso et al. Marine Pollution Bulletin Vol 2010, Jan 2025 

Health 
A new phase of China-ASEAN health cooperation: the China-ASEAN Beijing Declaration on 
Cooperation in Innovation of Health Products and Technologies 
 Qiao, Jie. Global health research and policy Vol. 10 (1), 14 January 2025 

ASEAN Economic Community 
Consumers at the heart of the ASEAN opportunity 
The Jakarta Post, 31 January 2025 
 
What ASEAN offers the world in the Intelligent Age 
World Economic Forum, 22 January 2025 
 
Asean’s window of opportunity in a fractured world 
The Straits Times, Ravi Velloor, 16 January 2025 

https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/01/03/stronger-cultural-ties-needed-to-deepen-asean-eu-cooperation-in-a-polarised-world/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-asean-storied-history
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/01/10/cop29-affirms-cooperation-is-key-to-aseans-carbon-markets/
https://aseanenergy.org/post/how-should-asean-member-states-ams-address-electricity-grid-stability-with-increasing-renewable-energy-penetration/
https://aseanenergy.org/post/how-should-asean-member-states-ams-address-electricity-grid-stability-with-increasing-renewable-energy-penetration/
https://fulcrum.sg/a-possible-blueprint-for-aseans-2025-climate-finance-strategy/
https://fulcrum.sg/synergising-digitaltech-and-climatetech-to-enhance-asean-climate-action/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpolbul.2024.117342
https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-024-00401-x
https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-024-00401-x
https://www.thejakartapost.com/business/2025/01/31/consumers-at-the-heart-of-the-asean-opportunity.html
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/01/what-asean-offers-the-world-intelligent-age/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/aseans-window-of-opportunity-in-a-fractured-world
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