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Ocean Governance

Neutral: The 
existence of a set of 
rules and 
institutions to 
manage human 
activities of the 
ocean? 

OR

Normative: An approach that 
‘reflects the need and desire to 
pursue a holistic, integrated, 
and/or cross-sectoral approach 
to the management of the 
oceans, its resources, and the 
human activities occurring 
within it or affecting it’? 
(Molenaar, 2019)





Coordination mechanisms for ABMT

Proposals: consult with stakeholders including IFBs (arts 19, 21)

Decision-making: COP must respect the competence of, and not undermine IFBs (art 22(2))

Coordination: COP will arrange regular consultations with IFBs (arts 22(3), 47(6)(c))

Parties to promote adoption of measures to support implementation in IFBs (Art 22(4))

Monitoring: IFBs invited to provide info to the COP on their measures to achieve objectives of 
ABMTs (art 26(2))



Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment



Elements of internationalisation under Part IV

Consultation: Opportunities for 
potentially most affected States 
and other stakeholders to 
comment and views shall be 
considered and addressed (art 
32). 

1
Opportunities to express 
concern: Decision not to 
proceed past screening  CHM. 
Parties can register views on the 
decision,  and this will be 
considered by the Proponent 
State (art 31(1)(a). Parties can 
register concerns on effects of 
the activity (art 37(4)).
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Role of SBT: comment on 
screening decisions (art 31(1)), 
draft EIA report (art 33), 
consider monitoring reports and 
make recommendations (art 37), 
establish standards or guidelines 
(art 38).
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