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State of Southeast Asia Survey 2025 
Survey Report 
ISEAS ASEAN Studies Centre, Sharon Seah et al., 3 April 2025 
 
Turbulent Waters Remain Top of Mind 
Fulcrum, Hoang Thi Ha & Eugene R.L. Tan, 15 April 2025 
 
ASEAN’s Image Fades but Expectations Remain High 
Fulcrum, Melinda Martinus, 10 April 2025 
 
Betting on the Bulldozer: Why (Most of) Southeast Asia is Warming Up to Trump 2.0 
Fulcrum, Joanne Lin & William Choong, 4 April 2025 

ASEAN Magazine 
Issue 43: Ensuring Safe Food for All: ASEAN’s Regional Food Safety Strategy 
April 2025 

ASEAN+3 Regional Economic Outlook April 2025 
Full Report 

● ASEAN+3 Positioned for Resilience Amid Unprecedented Trade Shocks 
● Macroeconomic Prospects and Challenges 
● Inflation in ASEAN+3: Changing Dynamics and Policy Implications 
● Long-term Growth of ASEAN+3: Prospects and Policies 

33rd ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Meeting 
Joint Statement of The Thirty–Third ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Council 
ASEAN Secretariat, 24 April 2025 
 
ASCC advances its Post-2025 Agenda 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 April 2025 

Geopolitics  
China’s First 2+2 with Indonesia: A Symbolic Shift in Diplomatic Strategy 
The Diplomat, Hao Nan, 25 April 2025 
 
‘China Plus One’ Should Be a Strategic Win for America in Southeast Asia 
The Diplomat, Marcus Loh, 22 April 2025 
 

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/The-State-of-SEA-2025-1.pdf
https://fulcrum.sg/turbulent-waters-remain-top-of-mind/
https://fulcrum.sg/state-of-southeast-asia-survey-2025-aseans-image-fades-but-expectations-remain-high/
https://fulcrum.sg/betting-on-the-bulldozer-why-most-of-southeast-asia-is-warming-to-trump-2-0/
https://theaseanmagazine.asean.org/edition/a-harvest-of-plenty-safe-nourishing-food-for-all/
https://amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/AMRO-AREO-2025-Full-Report_final.pdf
https://amro-asia.org/asean3-positioned-for-resilience-amid-unprecedented-trade-shocks
https://amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Chapter-1_final.pdf
https://amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Chapter-2.pdf
https://amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Chapter-3.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Joint-Statement-of-the-33rd-ASCC-Council-Meeting_fin.pdf
https://asean.org/ascc-advances-its-post-2025-agenda/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/chinas-first-22-with-indonesia-a-symbolic-shift-in-diplomatic-strategy/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/china-plus-one-should-be-a-strategic-win-for-america-in-southeast-asia/
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Could Asean help jump-start US-China trade negotiations? 
South China Morning Post, Khong Yuen Foong and Joseph Chinyong Liow, 20 April 2025 
 
President Xi Jinping’s ASEAN tour: Reading China’s strategic moves 
The Nation, 16 April 2025 
 
BRICS Expansion: Threat or Opportunity for ASEAN? 
India Quarterly, Brice Tseen Fu Lee et al., 11 April 2025 

Myanmar 
The Four Horsemen of Myanmar's 'apocalypse' 
Nikkei Asian Review, Su Myat Thwe, 19 April 2025 
 
Malaysia's Anwar seeks to use Myanmar quake to extend ceasefire 
Nikkei Asian Review, 18 April 2025 

Trump Tariffs 
Asean urged to weigh risks of siding with US over China in tariff war 
Bangkok Post, 29 April 2025 

PM orders three ministries to coordinate with ASEAN for US trade talks 
The Nation, 29 April 2025 
 
With Trump’s Coercive Tariffs Paused, Will ASEAN Collective Action Work? 
Fulcrum, Lee Hwok-Aun, 28 April 2025 
 
IMF advises ASEAN to boost regional trade amid Trump tariff threats 
The Nation, 25 April 2025 
 
Donald Trump’s Great Tariff Shock 
The Diplomat, Sukegawa Seiya, 24 April 2025 
 
US Tariffs and ASEAN Food Security: Turning Short-Term Pain into Long-Term Gain 
Fulcrum, Paul Teng, 22 April 2025 
 
ASEAN Expresses ‘Concern’ Over US Tariffs, But Seeks Dialogue 
The Diplomat, 11 April 2025 
 
Asean forges geoeconomic task force 
Bangkok Post, 10 April 2025 
 

https://www.scmp.com/opinion/world-opinion/article/3306942/could-asean-help-jump-start-us-china-trade-negotiations
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40048859
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09749284251328226
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/The-Four-Horsemen-of-Myanmar-s-apocalypse
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Malaysia-s-Anwar-seeks-to-use-Myanmar-quake-to-extend-ceasefire
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3013840/asean-urged-to-weigh-risks-of-siding-with-us-over-china-in-tariff-war
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/trade/40049366
https://fulcrum.sg/with-trumps-coercive-tariffs-paused-will-asean-collective-action-work/
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40049221
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/donald-trumps-great-tariff-shock/
https://fulcrum.sg/us-tariffs-and-asean-food-security-turning-short-term-pain-into-long-term-gain/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/asean-expresses-concern-over-us-tariffs-but-seeks-dialogue/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3000522/asean-forges-geoeconomic-task-force
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Joint Statement of The ASEAN Economic Ministers on The Introduction of Unilateral tariffs of The 
United States 
ASEAN Secretariat, 10 April 2025 
 
ASEAN must band together to deal with Trump tariffs: ex-WTO chief (Supachai Panitchpakdi) 
Nikkei Asian Review, 9 April 2025 
 
Parsing ASEAN’s Response to President Trump’s ‘Reciprocal’ Tariffs 
The Diplomat, Hai Hong Nguyen, 8 April 2025 
 
Why are Trump’s tariffs in Southeast Asia highest among Indochina countries? 
Channel News Asia, Amir Yusof, 3 April 2025 

External Relations 
ASEAN and United States reaffirm commitment to strengthen Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 April 2025 
 
Entry into Force of the Second Protocol to Amend the Agreement Establishing the ASEAN-
Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 21 April 2025 
 
Why Bangladesh deserves a seat at ASEAN's table 
Nikkei Asian Review, Niaz Asadullah and Doris Liew, 20 April 2025 
 
ASEAN, Australia continue to advance Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 11 April 2025 
 
ASEAN and UK Senior Officials Review Relations and Discuss Future Plans 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 10 April 2025 
 
Navigating in the Global South: The ASEAN-Chile Development Partnership and Its Strategic 
Opportunities 
Forum for Development Studies, Andrés Bórquez & Dorotea López, 10 April 2025 
 
ASEAN and New Zealand commit to strengthening strategic partnership and cooperation 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 9 April 2025 

Maritime Cooperation, South China Sea 
ASEAN maritime cooperation can't just be a response to China threat 
Nikkei Asian Review, Don McLain Gill, 18 April 2025 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/04-Special-AEM-Joint-Statement-Unilateral-Tariffs-Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/04-Special-AEM-Joint-Statement-Unilateral-Tariffs-Adopted.pdf
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/ASEAN-must-band-together-to-deal-with-Trump-tariffs-ex-WTO-chief
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/parsing-aseans-response-to-president-trumps-reciprocal-tariffs/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/us-president-donald-trump-tariffs-levy-asean-southeast-asia-economy-indochina-5042096
https://asean.org/asean-and-united-states-reaffirm-commitment-to-strengthen-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/asean-and-united-states-reaffirm-commitment-to-strengthen-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/entry-into-force-of-the-second-protocol-to-amend-the-agreement-establishing-the-asean-australia-new-zealand-free-trade-area-aanzfta/
https://asean.org/entry-into-force-of-the-second-protocol-to-amend-the-agreement-establishing-the-asean-australia-new-zealand-free-trade-area-aanzfta/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Why-Bangladesh-deserves-a-seat-at-ASEAN-s-table
https://asean.org/asean-australia-continue-to-advance-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/asean-and-uk-senior-officials-review-relations-and-discuss-future-plans/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08039410.2025.2489075
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08039410.2025.2489075
https://asean.org/asean-and-new-zealand-commit-to-strengthening-strategic-partnership-and-cooperation/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/ASEAN-maritime-cooperation-can-t-just-be-a-response-to-China-threat
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South China Sea: can Malaysia as Asean chair deliver breakthrough in code of conduct talks? 
South China Morning Post, Sam Beltran, 16 April 2025 

Environment, Energy 
Charting ASEAN's Energy Future for Regional Interconnectivity and Resilience under Lao PDR 
Chairmanship 
ASEAN Centre for Energy, Amira Bilqis et al., 22 April 2025 
 
ADB President Affirms Support for ASEAN and Accelerated Action on ASEAN Power Grid 
Asian Development Bank, 14 April 2025 
 
ASEAN’s Position in Plastic Treaty Negotiations: Paper Tiger, Plastic Dragon? 
The Diplomat, Yuyun Ismawati and Wong Pui Yi, 4 April 2025 

Perspectives and Prospects for International Water Law in the ASEAN Region: Is There an 
ASEAN Way to Transboundary Water Cooperation Under International Law? 
Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs, David J. Devlaeminck, April 2025 

Human Rights 
Special Meeting 1/2025 of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 10 April 2025 
 
Joint Press Release of AICHR-ASOEN Interface Consultation on the Proposed ASEAN 
Declaration on the Right to a Safe, Clean, Healthy, and Sustainable Environment 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 8 April 2025 
 

Timor Leste accession 
The ASEAN Coordinating Council Working Group convenes to discuss Timor-Leste’s Progress in 
the ASEAN Membership Process 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 29 April 2025 

ASEAN Economic Community 
Cross-Border Digitally Delivered Services in Southeast Asia: Growing Amid Challenges 
ISEAS Perspective, Tham Siew Yean, 28 April 2025 
 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3306683/south-china-sea-can-malaysia-asean-chair-deliver-breakthrough-code-conduct-talks
https://aseanenergy.org/publications/charting-aseans-energy-future-for-regional-interconnectivity-and-resilience-under-lao-pdr-chairmanship/
https://aseanenergy.org/publications/charting-aseans-energy-future-for-regional-interconnectivity-and-resilience-under-lao-pdr-chairmanship/
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-president-affirms-support-asean-and-accelerated-action-asean-power-grid
https://thediplomat.com/2025/04/aseans-position-in-plastic-treaty-negotiations-paper-tiger-plastic-dragon/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/18681034241262802
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/18681034241262802
https://asean.org/special-meeting-1-2025-of-the-asean-intergovernmental-commission-on-human-rights/
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-of-aichr-asoen-interface-consultation-on-the-proposed-asean-declaration-on-the-right-to-a-safe-clean-healthy-and-sustainable-environment/
https://asean.org/joint-press-release-of-aichr-asoen-interface-consultation-on-the-proposed-asean-declaration-on-the-right-to-a-safe-clean-healthy-and-sustainable-environment/
https://asean.org/the-asean-coordinating-council-working-group-convenes-to-discuss-timor-lestes-progress-in-the-asean-membership-process/
https://asean.org/the-asean-coordinating-council-working-group-convenes-to-discuss-timor-lestes-progress-in-the-asean-membership-process/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2025-32-cross-border-digitally-delivered-services-in-southeast-asia-growing-amid-challenges-by-tham-siew-yean/
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ASEAN digital senior officials call for the development of a secure, innovative, and inclusive digital 
ecosystem to shape ASEAN’s digital future 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 23 April 2025 
 
AIIB, ADB and AIF Strengthen Collaboration on ASEAN Infrastructure Initiatives 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 18 April 2025 
 
Southeast Asia’s Potential Role in Rare Earth Elements Diversification 
Fulcrum, Gloria Lin, 14 April 2025 
 
Joint Statement of the 12th ASEAN Finance Ministers’ and Central Bank Governors’ Meeting 
ASEAN Secretariat, 10 April 2025 
 
Southeast Asia Poised to Become a Global Hub for Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
ASEAN Secretariat News, 10 April 2025 
 
ASEAN must focus on 'realistic' goals, business leader urges 
Nikkei Asian Review, 9 April 2025 
 
 

https://asean.org/asean-digital-senior-officials-call-for-the-development-of-a-secure-innovative-and-inclusive-digital-ecosystem-to-shape-aseans-digital-future/
https://asean.org/asean-digital-senior-officials-call-for-the-development-of-a-secure-innovative-and-inclusive-digital-ecosystem-to-shape-aseans-digital-future/
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2025/aiib-adb-aif-strengthen-collaboration-on-asean-infrastructure-initiatives.html
https://fulcrum.sg/southeast-asias-potential-role-in-rare-earth-elements-diversification/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/08_ADOPTED_12th-AFMGM-Joint-Statement_20250410.pdf
https://asean.org/southeast-asia-poised-to-become-a-global-hub-for-sustainable-aviation-fuel/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/Interview/ASEAN-must-focus-on-realistic-goals-business-leader-urges
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