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SETTING THE SCENE
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Source: UNCTAD. Containerized trade in TEU from UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport, 2021, Table 1.8.
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• Attacks on commercial shipping date back centuries

• Laws exist to protect neutral merchant shipping, but protections 
often ignored in wartime

• Modern threats come from both states and non-state actors

ATTACKS ON SHIPPING
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BLACK SEA
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RED SEA

Source: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy (2023)
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WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

Civilian shipping is no longer safe by default

Risk perception drives route choices

Non-state actors can control chokepoints

Naval protection has limits

Seafarers’ safety is critical and under-addressed
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IF WAR BREAKS OUT…
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THANK YOU
cildl@nus.edu.sg
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