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National University of Singapore

INTERNATIONAL LAW YEAR IN REVIEW
2026 CONFERENCE

CONEFLICT, DISRUPTION AND PARADOX

22 January 2026 | 9:00 am - 6:40 pm
Orchard Hotel, Singapore

WELCOME ADDRESS
Dr. Nilufer Oral
Director, NUS Centre for International Law

OPENING ADDRESS
Ambassador Rena Lee
Ambassador for International Law, Singapore

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Judge Abdulgawi Ahmed Yusuf

Former President, International Court of Justice
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FIRESIDE CHAT | INTERNATIONAL DISPUTE SETTLEMENT
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

MODERATOR
Ambassador Rena Lee

Ambassador for International Law, Singapore

Sir Christopher Greenwood

Arbitrator | Former Judge, International Court of Justice

Dr. Hab. Marcin Czepelak

Secretary-General, Permanent Court of Arbitration

Prof. Donald M. McRae
Emeritus Professor, University of Ottawa

Judge Tomas Heidar

President, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
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PANEL 1 | PEACE AND SECURITY IN A YEAR OF
DISRUPTION

MODERATOR
Ambassador Foo Chi-Hsia
Deputy Secretary (Southeast Asia & ASEAN), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Singapore

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Dr. Cordula Droege
Chief Legal Officer & Head of the Legal Division, ICRC

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN MYANMAR
Dr. Moe Thuzar
Senior Research Fellow, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE DISPUTE BETWEEN CAMBODIA
AND THAILAND
Raja Dato' Nushirwan Zainal Abidin
Director General, National Security Council, Malaysia
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PANEL 2 | NAVIGATING CHALLENGES TO THE EXISTING
RULES-BASED INTERNATIONAL ORDER

MODERATOR
Solicitor-General Daphne Hong
Solicitor-General, Attorney-General’s Chambers, Singapore

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN GLOBAL TRADE
Ms Ng Bee Kim
Chief Trade Representative, Ministry of Trade & Industry, Singapore

CHALLENGES TO MULTILATERALISM
Prof. Bernard Oxman
Judge ad hoc, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea &
International Court of Justice | Emeritus Professor, University of Miami
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PANEL 2 | NAVIGATING CHALLENGES TO THE EXISTING
RULES-BASED INTERNATIONAL ORDER (cont.)

CRITICAL MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE
Dr. Tara Maria Davenport
Co-Head, Ocean Law and Policy, CIL-NUS | Assistant Professor,
NUS Law

REVISITING THE ICJ’S CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY OPINION:
EVALUATION AND REFLECTION
Ambassador Ma Xinmin
Legal Adviser, Foreign Ministry, China | Member of the International
Law Commission
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PANEL 3 | A TIME OF PARADOX: A YEAR OF
ACHIEVEMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW

MODERATOR
Prof. Makane Moise Mbengue
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, NUS Centre for International Law
| Professor of International Law, University of Geneva

THE NEW PANDEMIC TREATY
Steven Solomon
Principal Legal Officer, World Health Organisation

FINAL ILC REPORT AND CONCLUSIONS ON SEA-LEVEL RISE IN
INTERNATIONAL LAW
Prof. Patricia Galvao Teles
Professor of International Law, Autonomous University of Lisbon |
Member of the UN International Law Commission

THE NEW BBNJ AGREEMENT AS IT ENTERS INTO FORCE
Deputy Attorney-General Lionel Yee
Deputy-Attorney General, Attorney-General’'s Chambers, Singapore
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AMBASSADORS’ ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:
INTERNATIONAL LAW IN ACTION

Prof. Tommy Koh
Ambassador at Large, Singapore

Names of UN Ambassadors to be confirmed.

CLOSING ADDRESS
Dr. Nilufer Oral
Director, NUS Centre for International Law
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