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OVERVIEW 
 

The Centre for International Law (CIL) at the National University of Singapore is pleased to 
announce a one-day conference titled ‘Conceptualising International Energy Law: Shaping the 
Future Amidst Transition in a VUCA World’, which will take place in Singapore on Thursday, 25 
September 2025.  

The urgency of the ongoing energy transition has never been greater in the face of the profound 
threat not only to human well-being but also to ecosystems worldwide. Yet deepening 
geopolitical conflicts, escalating global trade wars, and increasing socio-economic pressures are 
intensifying this already formidable challenge, undermining the very international cooperation 
needed to eQect this critical shift. Amidst an increasingly volatile, uncertain, complex, and 
ambiguous or “VUCA” world, the aims of this conference are to (i) foster a discussion on the 
conceptualisation of international energy law; and (ii) understand how global and regional 
perspectives on energy governance and the energy transition are shaping not only the 
conceptualisation but also development of international energy law. 

There is clearly a role for international energy law in accelerating the energy transition, while 
addressing the complexities of the energy trilemma—balancing the need for energy security, 
environmental sustainability, and energy equity in energy governance. Beyond the energy 
transition, international energy law also plays an important role in shaping the future of global 
energy governance to support sustainable development. The premise of this conference is that, 
amid the complexities of a VUCA world, greater clarity about the very concept of international 
energy law is essential for it to play a more prominent and purposeful role in this context. Yet 
despite the growing importance of international energy law, ambiguities continue to surround the 
concept of international energy law, with ongoing debates about not only its terminology and 
scope but also the priorities it should address and its connection to global and regional energy 
governance frameworks. At present, existing scholarship on the role of international energy law 
in facilitating the energy transition tends not to address these ambiguities. 

This conference brings together scholars with an interest in international energy law and features 
papers presented by invited speakers as well as authors selected through a call for abstracts. 
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PROGRAMME 
 

09:00 – 09:30 REGISTRATION 

09:30 – 09:40 OPENING AND WELCOME ADDRESS 

 Denise Cheong – Head, Energy Law and Policy, NUS Centre for International 
Law 

09:40 – 10:00  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

 Raphael He8ron – Professor and Dean, College of Law, Abu Dhabi University  

10:00 – 10:30  COFFEE BREAK 

10:30 – 12:00  SESSION I: Global Perspectives Contributing to the Development of 
International Energy Law 

 Panel Lead: Elena Cima, Senior Lecturer, University of Geneva 

1. Five Stories of a Fragmented Discipline: Why Conceptualizing 
International Energy Law Matters Now 
Elena Cima, Senior Lecturer, University of Geneva 

2. The Making of International Energy Law 
Temitope Tunbi Onifade, Lecturer, University of Bristol 

3. Interrelationships between International Energy Law and Global 
Energy Governance — From the Perspective of Tortious Harms 
Ranchun Wang, PhD candidate, University of Groningen  

4. Between Energy Security and Trade Liberalization: The 
Intersection of International Trade Law and International Energy 
Law in an Era of Insecurity 
Meng Mandy Fang, Assistant Professor, City University of Hong Kong 

5. The Role of International Human Rights Law in Reinforcing and 
Shaping International Energy Law 
Zeynab Malakouti, Visiting Research Fellow, National University of 
Singapore 

Q&A Session 

12:00 – 13:30  LUNCH 

Group Photo 
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13:30 – 14:45  SESSION II: Regional Perspectives Contributing to the Development of 
International Energy Law 

 Panel Lead: Hao Zhang, Associate Professor, The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong 

1. Regional Pathways in the Evolution of International Energy Law: 
Norm Creation, Governance Models, and Global Influence 
Hao Zhang, Associate Professor, The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong  

2. The Transformative Power of Energy Transition in the European 
Union 
Etienne Durand, Lecturer, University of Essex 

3. Navigating International Energy Law Obligations Amidst the Dual 
Dilemma of Disappearance and Damage in Caribbean Small 
Island Developing States 
Alicia Phillips, PhD researcher, Université de Pau et des Pays de 
l'Adour 

4. Reclaiming Agency: Indigenous Energy Sovereignty and the Limits 
of International Law in Africa and Latin America 
Olalekan A. Bello, Lecturer, University of Leicester 

Q&A Session 

14:45 – 15:15  COFFEE BREAK 

15:15 – 16:45 SESSION III: Conceptualisation of International Energy Law 

 Panel Lead: Kaisa Huhta, Associate Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

1. The Why and How of Conceptualising International Energy Law 
Kaisa Huhta, Associate Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

2. Theorizing Energy Law as a Field of Law 
Seita Vesa, Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

3. Reshaping International Energy Law for the Just Transition: 
Bridging Theory and Practice in a Changing Energy Order  
Tedd Moya Mose, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Oxford Martin 
Programme on Integrating Renewable Energy 

4. Conceptualising International Energy Law: Insights from 
International Environmental Law and its Influence in the 
Governance of the Energy Sector? 
Melanie Schneider, DPhil candidate in Law, University of Oxford 

5. Systematic Literature Review of International Energy Law 
Mohammad Hazrati, Senior Research Fellow, NUS Centre for 
International Law & Nivedita S, Research Fellow, NUS Centre for 
International Law 
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Q&A Session 

16:45 – 17:30  CLOSING SESSION 

Moderator: Denise Cheong, Head, Energy Law and Policy, NUS Centre for 
International Law 

1. Elena Cima, Senior Lecturer, University of Geneva 

2. Hao Zhang, Associate Professor, The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong 

3. Kaisa Huhta, Associate Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

4. Raphael He8ron, Professor and Dean, College of Law, Abu Dhabi 
University  

5. Mohammad Hazrati, Senior Research Fellow, NUS Centre for 
International Law 

Discussion 

17:30 – 19:30  RECEPTION 
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ABSTRACTS 
 

SESSION I: Global Perspectives Contributing to the Development of 
International Energy Law 

The Making of International Energy Law  
Temitope Tunbi Onifade, Lecturer, University of Bristol 

In his 1996 seminal article, Adrian Bradbrook (1996, p.194) defines and frames energy law as an 
academic field. Twenty-two years later, Raphael HeQron and colleagues (2018) recommend 
principles to guide this field. These scholars engage international energy issues, but their 
pioneering contributions do not characterize “international energy law” as a distinct field. 
Subsequent contributions have indeed conceptualized international energy law as a distinct field 
(Wawryk, 2014). Yet, this literature has mainly focused on the academic foundations (Wawryk, 
2014) and sectors (Viñuales, 2022) of this emerging field, not global policy influences on it. My 
objective is to fill this gap by comprehensively explaining the most important global policy 
influences on this field. What are the main global policy influences on the evolution of 
international energy law? I argue that the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
the International Energy Agency (IEA), and the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 
have had the most significant global policy influences on the making of international energy law, 
shaping energy security, energy transition, and energy justice agendas. Institutional bypass 
theory oQers a framework for my analysis that adequately explains how governments create and 
choose institutions to advance their policy agendas, such as through OPEC, IEA and IRENA. 
Specifically, I adopt the pivotal framework of Prado and HoQman (2017). Applying this framework 
to analyse the literature historicizing international energy lawmaking, the resulting laws and 
doctrines, and 10 in-depth key informant semi-structured interview of individuals involved in the 
making and implementation of such laws, I find that, after it was established in 1960, OPEC 
dominated international energy trade and policymaking globally. Oil importing countries founded 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) in 1974 to challenge this domination and promote their 
energy security. However, because OPEC and IEA have advanced oil rather than environmental 
interests, IEA members led the creation of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) in 
2009 to promote energy transition. IEA and IRENA have also evolved to advance energy justice. 
These organizations have shaped international energy law agendas. 
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Interrelationships between International Energy Law and Global Energy Governance 
— From the Perspective of Tortious Harms 
Ranchun Wang, PhD candidate, University of Groningen 

Research Question: How does international energy law currently participate in global energy 
governance in the context of tortious harms arising from energy activities? What legal regimes 
and rules are presently applied in such cases, what are their limitations, and how can 
international energy law evolve to address these shortcomings and contribute more eQectively to 
harm prevention and redress? 

Methodology: This paper adopts a doctrinal and comparative legal research approach. It begins 
by examining the existing body of international energy law, identifying its principles, structure, 
and areas of normative silence concerning liability and harm. It then compares how various 
national legal systems and regional frameworks handle tortious harms arising from energy-
related activities—such as pollution, environmental degradation, and public health risks. The 
comparative dimension helps identify recurring gaps and governance challenges that could 
inform the evolution of international legal norms. 

Key Arguments: 

1. Doctrinal Gaps in International Energy Law: International energy law has traditionally 
focused on facilitating state cooperation, cross-border energy trade, and investment 
protection. As such, it lacks coherent provisions for addressing tortious harms, particularly 
in cases involving non-state actors, multinational corporations, or transboundary eQects. 
Victims of such harms often have no standing in international legal mechanisms, creating a 
governance vacuum. 

2. Fragmented and Domestic-Centric Approaches: In practice, tort-based claims related to 
energy activities are addressed mainly through domestic courts under environmental or civil 
law regimes. This reliance on national legal systems leads to inconsistent outcomes and 
limited enforceability, particularly in cases with cross-border or global impact. International 
environmental or human rights law may oQer some protection, but they are often applied ad 
hoc and lack integration with international energy governance structures. 

3. Normative Integration as a Governance Imperative: The paper argues that international 
energy law must be reconceptualised to include principles of responsibility, prevention, and 
redress. This could involve embedding tort-related concepts—such as duty of care, 
proportionality, and foreseeability— into energy treaties, guidelines, or model legal 
frameworks. Such integration would not only address a major normative deficiency but also 
enhance coherence across international legal regimes and strengthen the justice dimension 
of global energy governance. 

By exploring the potential for normative expansion within international energy law, this paper 
contributes to broader eQorts to make global energy governance more inclusive, accountable, 
and responsive to real-world harms, especially in the context of the accelerating energy 
transition and growing complexity of cross-border energy systems. 
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Between Energy Security and Trade Liberalization: The Intersection of International 
Trade Law and International Energy Law in an Era of Insecurity 
Meng Mandy Fang, Assistant Professor, City University of Hong Kong 

The evolving global energy landscape and the imperative to balance free markets with energy 
security and sustainability have heightened the dynamics and critical importance of the interface 
between international trade law and international energy law. The rules-based multilateral 
trading system administered by the World Trade Organization (WTO) profoundly shapes 
international trade in energy resources and equipment, even in the absence of a dedicated 
energy-specific agreement. WTO obligations, exemptions, and the resulting jurisprudence have 
shaped the ability of its 166 members to design and implement trade-related energy policies. This 
project focuses on the WTO’s short supply exception – the General Agreement on TariQs and 
Trade (GATT) Article XX(j), which remained dormant for two decades until the 2010s, when India 
and the European Union invoked it as a defence in two disputes in the energy sector, respectively. 
The two high-profile WTO cases – India — Certain Measures Relating to Solar Cells and Solar 
Modules (India – Solar Cells) and European Union and its Member States — Certain Measures 
Relating to the Energy Sector (EU – Energy Package) oQered extensive interpretations of the 
exception. Notwithstanding, Article XX(j) has received much more limited academic discussion 
in the literature, compared with other exceptional clauses that the WTO adjudicating bodies have 
interpreted. This is problematic because in an era of disruptions threatening energy supply chain 
security, Article XX(j), which exempts WTO-inconsistent measures designed to address short 
supply, will likely gain much more traction and become highly relevant. Therefore, this article fills 
a significant gap by providing the first in-depth critique of the GATT Article XX(j) and the 
jurisprudence created by the panel and the Appellate Body. It highlights flaws in the WTO’s 
interpretation in both disputes, particularly its narrow reading of the term ‘general or local short 
supply,’ which inadequately accounts for the evolving geopolitical landscape. A strictly textual 
approach, focused solely on removing trade barriers, risks undermining the energy security 
principle central to international energy law. The WTO and its adjudicators need to incorporate 
energy law principles when interpreting trade law treaty language. 
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The Role of International Human Rights Law in Reinforcing and Shaping International 
Energy Law 
Zeynab Malakouti, Visiting Research Fellow, National University of Singapore 

A field in international law typically emerges when states, treaties, institutions, and legal scholars 
collectively respond to a specific global need by establishing coherent legal frameworks and 
practices. Energy transition— driven by urgent climate action, represents one of the most 
pressing global challenges. A promising pathway to developing and strengthening international 
energy law lies in drawing upon other established fields of international law, particularly 
international human rights law. Historically, the energy sector has been addressed 
predominantly through technical and economic lenses, with limited focus on its social and 
human dimensions. This narrow perspective has contributed to the marginalisation of the 
intersection between energy and human rights. The main question of this research is ‘What role 
can international human rights law play in reinforcing and shaping international energy law, and 
how can it do so?’ In answering this question, the paper explores how human rights can be 
integrated into international energy law to improve its legitimacy, fairness, and eQectiveness. It 
draws on various sources and mechanisms, including 1) National energy–human rights litigation 
cases; 2) State responsibility and accountability for human rights violations in the energy sector; 
3) International initiatives aimed at recognising binding rights related to energy, such as the right 
to access energy and the right to a healthy environment; 4) The conceptual relationship between 
human rights and diQerent dimensions of energy justice—distributive, procedural, recognition-
based, restorative, and cosmopolitan justice. The study adopts a mixed methodology, combining 
doctrinal legal analysis with empirical review. It analyses relevant jurisprudence from domestic 
courts, the extent to which countries have incorporated rights to energy access and a healthy 
environment into their legal systems, and energy-related complaints brought before International 
Financial Institutions (IFIs) under their Independent Accountability Mechanisms (IAMs). These 
case studies illuminate how human rights discourse is already being used to shape responses to 
energy-related harms and oQer insights into how international energy law could evolve in more 
just and inclusive ways. Ultimately, the paper argues that integrating international human rights 
law can help bridge existing normative gaps in international energy law, oQering a more holistic 
legal framework for addressing the energy trilemma: balancing energy security, environmental 
sustainability, and energy equity. 
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SESSION II: Regional Perspectives Contributing to the Development of 
International Energy Law 

The Transformative Power of Energy Transition in the European Union 
Etienne Durand, Lecturer, University of Essex 

The current academic research on the energy transition often focuses on climate issues and the 
legal frameworks needed to manage the shift from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources. 
However, the impact of the energy transition on political, legal, and social structures remains 
underexplored. This contribution aims to investigate whether and to what extent the energy 
transition is likely to transform law itself, identifying not only the law of energy transition but also 
a potential transition in energy law. This hypothesis will be explored using EU law as a case study, 
with the aim of examining how the energy transition influences EU fundamental principles, 
decision-making processes, integration dynamics, and the balance of power in Europe. 
Regarding the transformative power of the energy transition on EU law principles, particular 
attention will be given to the principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and sovereignty, whose 
development appears to reflect a tangible transformation driven by energy transition concerns. 
This will be illustrated by several ECJ rulings (in particular, the Nord Stream case, where the ECJ 
recognized the mandatory eQect of the principle of solidarity, which can be rooted to the ongoing 
energy transition) and by the EU’s response to the war in Ukraine (notably through the RePowerEU 
Programme, which aligns European climate ambitions with energy independence objectives). A 
second aspect of the transformative eQect will be observed in the evolution of EU decision-
making processes, which now foster coordination across international, European, national, and 
local levels. This is especially evident in Regulation 2018/2001, which introduced an innovative 
governance model based on national energy and climate plans, collectively assessed by the 
European Commission. Inspired by the Paris Agreement, this bottom-up approach is now being 
replicated at subnational levels, creating a multi-level framework that fundamentally alters how 
energy policies are conceived and implemented. The third point of focus is the transformative 
impact of the energy transition on EU integration dynamics, particularly by positioning climate 
neutrality as a new overarching objective. The European Climate Law (Regulation 2021/1119) 
requires all EU policies, not just those related to the environment, to support the goal of carbon 
neutrality by 2050. This raises the question of whether climate neutrality could become a meta-
objective of the European integration process, redefining the EU’s fundamental purpose and 
reflecting the transformative impact of the energy transition on EU law. Finally, the energy 
transition is reshaping power dynamics, particularly in relation to the role of individuals. Whereas 
individuals had limited influence over energy decisions in the past, the development of 
renewable energy, along with the transformation of energy markets, has gradually empowered 
energy consumers, enabling them to participate in national, regional, or even global policymaking 
related to the energy transition. This shift reflects broader societal trends, including increased 
public participation in environmental policymaking and the rise of climate justice, providing a 
pathway for individuals to influence energy policies. Echoing Jeremy Rifkin’s theory of lateral 
power, this contribution will explore the idea that the energy transition could fundamentally alter 
the very conception of power itself. 
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Navigating International Energy Law Obligations Amidst the Dual Dilemma of 
Disappearance and Damage in Caribbean Small Island Developing States  

Alicia Phillips, PhD researcher, Université de Pau et des Pays de l'Adour 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are on the frontline of world crises making their acute 
challenge and multidimensional vulnerabilities more exposed and with increased intensity over 
time. In light of this, the United Nations (UN) considers the Caribbean Small Island Developing 
States (CSIDS) to be ground zero in the global climate emergency. While globally the impetus to 
develop renewable energy (RE) due to climate change is at the centre of all government policies, 
it is a delicate balance for CSIDS. While the climate change crisis impacts upon their very survival 
and continued existence, their umbilical dependence on fossil fuels for their economy remains 
unabated. Yet many potential options are present in CSIDS, for example; they have an abundance 
of natural energy resources; they have the potential to attract investors by leveraging an appealing 
lifestyle package with financial incentives; and they have the unique opportunity to foster 
interconnectivity by pooling their RE capacities as a region to forge a coordinated approach to RE 
development. At the core of this research is an exploration of international energy law (IEL), the 
dilemma CSIDS face in managing climate change loss and damage and its impact on their 
survival. It postulates that an evolution in IEL is needed when it relates to CSIDS: firstly, that there 
should be an obligation under IEL to leave no country behind (which evokes the just energy 
transition principle) alongside the recognition justice aspect of acknowledging diverse 
experiences in decision making processes and secondly the need for IEL obligations, specifically 
of sustainability, accountability and responsibility to reflect the diverse developmental needs of 
CSIDS. In essence the research coins what has now emerged as a classic IEL dilemma for CSIDS 
i.e. the quandary they face as it relates to balancing IEL principles of permanent sovereignty over 
natural resources and sustainable development amidst state accountability and responsibility in 
a time of climate crisis. The research concludes that IEL needs to ensure that the acute 
circumstances faced by CSIDS are not forgotten as this may advance a systemic failure overtime 
in international energy law. 
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Reclaiming Agency: Indigenous Energy Sovereignty and the Limits of International 
Law in Africa and Latin America 
Olalekan A. Bello, Lecturer, University of Leicester 

The accelerating global energy transition—framed as urgent, green, and inclusive—remains 
marred by historical and ongoing marginalisation of Indigenous peoples, whose lands and 
cosmologies are at the frontline of extractivism. This situates the prevailing narratives of 
international energy law within the context of the continued spectre of marginalisation of 
Indigenous peoples, especially in Africa and Latin America, which sustains dispossession 
legacies through extractivist logics, legal invisibility, and structural exclusion. This paper 
examines the conceptual and practical conflicts between Indigenous energy sovereignty and the 
framework of international law. For this, it draws on the long-standing struggles and resistance to 
oil development by the Indigenous communities of Kichwa and Sápara in Ecuador and the Niger 
Delta in Nigeria. Framed within the volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous (VUCA) 
dynamics of global transition, it interrogates the conceptual and normative limitations of 
international energy law in recognising and safeguarding Indigenous energy sovereignty. The goal 
is to highlight how dominant legal and governance frameworks remain structurally incompatible 
with Indigenous worldviews, which perceive energy as relational, reciprocal, and ingrained in the 
environment. The right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) has been outlined in 
international legal documents such as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), ILO Convention 169, and regional human rights treaties. Yet enforcement mechanisms 
remain fragmented, inconsistently applied, or undermined by overlapping investment treaties, 
national energy policies, and developmentalist laws. This legal fragmentation not only weakens 
Indigenous claims to land, participation, and resource control, but obscures plural legal 
traditions that reimagine energy beyond extractivism. This necessitates the research’s central 
question. This is, to what extent does international energy law facilitate or hinder Indigenous 
energy sovereignty in Latin America and Africa, and how can its normative architecture be 
rethought and reframed to ensure a just, pluralistic, and legitimate transition? To find answers to 
this question, the paper employs an interdisciplinary qualitative methodology that integrates 
doctrinal legal analysis, critical Indigenous studies, and comparative case studies. These 
methodological frameworks are used to draw on resistance movements and community-led 
energy alternatives in the Kichwa and Sápara in the Ecuadorian Amazon, and the Niger Delta 2 in 
Nigeria. These sites illustrate the legal invisibility, structural and epistemic violence, and injustice 
embedded in current regimes of energy governance- where consent is procedural, autonomy is 
compromised, and Indigenous ontologies are subordinated to carbon capitalism. Drawing on 
these interdisciplinary insights, the paper advances a conceptual reframing and reinterpretation 
of international energy law through energy sovereignty as relational, placebased, and grounded 
in Indigenous epistemologies, as opposed to being extractive and statecentric. It draws attention 
to Indigenous energy models that foreground consent, interconnectedness with nature, and 
community governance as a realisation of epistemic justice, although these largely remain 
unrecognised in global and regional energy governance frameworks. In doing so, the paper 
contends that energy transition devoid of justice undermines legitimacy and perpetuates colonial 
inequalities. Therefore, in a world that is volatile, unpredictable, complex, and ambiguous 
(VUCA), regaining Indigenous agency is not only an ethical imperative, but essential for shaping a 
just and sustainable energy future. 
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SESSION III: Conceptualising International Energy Law 

Theorizing Energy Law as a Field of Law 
Seita Vesa, Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

Energy law is facing unprecedented global pressures arising from climate change mitigation, 
geopolitical tensions, and the need to ensure access to aQordable energy. While energy law is 
increasingly recognised as a field of law, it remains fragmented and theoretically 
underdeveloped. These pressures call for greater conceptual clarity and a more robust 
theoretical foundation to guide the field’s evolution and societal relevance. This presentation 
responds to that need by drawing insights from special jurisprudence literature to critically review 
the current identity and characteristics of energy law and set the stage for further research. The 
research question guiding this presentation is: To what extent does energy law meet the criteria 
for an autonomous legal field, and how can conceptual tools from special jurisprudence help 
strengthen its coherence and theoretical foundations? The methodology is primarily theoretical 
and analytical, combining doctrinal analysis of energy law’s characteristics with conceptual 
tools drawn from the literature on special jurisprudence. The presentation builds on collaborative 
research involving scholars in energy law and legal theory, including the co-creation of knowledge 
during an intensive workshop process. By drawing insights from special jurisprudence literature, 
this presentation puts forward two interlinked arguments for the advancement of energy law. 
First, it argues that energy law’s frequent self characterisation as an emergent or immature field 
lacks adequate justification. In fact, energy law fulfils many of the criteria that special 
jurisprudence identifies as contributing to the existence of an autonomous area of law – such as 
social recognition, practical relevance, and the emergence of distinct legal doctrines and 
challenges. Second, the presentation places the characteristics of energy law in the context of 
the values of building special jurisprudence, particularly the value of coherence. It argues that 
while energy law’s features – such as its policy-driven nature, technical complexity, and 
crosscutting legal scope – are well-established, they have often been developed in ways that 
contribute to incoherence rather than support the internal consistency of the field. This is likely a 
key reason why perceptions of immaturity and fragmentation persist. EU energy law provides an 
illustrative case example of these dynamics. The European Union has long played a central role 
in shaping energy policy and law, but recent shifts, from the Energy Union to the European Green 
Deal and REPowerEU, have intensified legal and policy pressures without resolving underlying 
conceptual uncertainties. These developments raise a critical question about the future of EU 
energy law: can it consolidate into a more coherent and autonomous legal discipline, or will it be 
absorbed into adjacent areas such as environmental or internal market law? This presentation 
ultimately argues that now is a timely, and even necessary, moment to reflect critically on the 
theoretical status of energy law. By engaging with the tools of special jurisprudence, the 
presentation contributes to a more coherent and purposeful understanding of energy law’s role 
in addressing urgent global challenges. 
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Reshaping International Energy Law for the Just Transition: Bridging Theory and 
Practice in a Changing Energy Order  
Tedd Moya Mose, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Oxford Martin Programme on Integrating 
Renewable Energy 

International energy law (IEL) is a developing but crucial area of international law. Its growth is 
spurred by urgent climate goals and the vital need for a just energy transition. Energy itself is a 
paradox: essential for human progress, yet a major cause of environmental harm. The increasing 
complexity of global energy systems, with many diQerent actors, power imbalances, and 
overlapping rules, means we must re-examine IEL's core ideas, its scope, and its ability to 
respond eQectively to the global energy shift. This paper builds on my doctoral research from 
2016, The Evolution of a Global Perspective of International Energy Law. This work aimed to 
organise IEL's main principles, define its goals, and analyse how it works in practice. As one of the 
first doctoral projects fully dedicated to exploring IEL's principles, theory, and practice, this 
abstract proposes to help define IEL as a distinct, normative, and practice-focused legal field. 
The argument here is that IEL needs to move beyond its current fragmented state—a mix of 
treaties, specific rules, and private agreements—towards a more integrated and principled legal 
framework capable of addressing the just energy transition, energy security, and environmental 
sustainability. A key issue explored in this paper is the ongoing disconnect between academic 
ideas about IEL and the practical needs of legal work. While scholars often focus on abstract 
theories and the evolution of legal principles, practitioners usually operate in a highly specialised 
way, creating tailored solutions driven by business or regulatory demands. This diQerence risks 
weakening IEL's coherence, legitimacy, and authority, especially when navigating the risks and 
uncertainties of energy transitions in a volatile and fragmented global context. The paper 
suggests that energy justice provides a valuable link between theory and practice in the discourse 
around just transitions. Although energy justice is an interdisciplinary field rather than a formal 
legal one, its dimensions – including procedural, distributive, recognition, cosmopolitan, and 
restorative justice – are increasingly influencing global discussions on energy governance. 
Incorporating human rights into IEL, whether through formal legal decisions or interpretive 
guidance, oQers a practical way to make energy justice principles legally eQective. By doing so, 
IEL can be more than just a regulatory tool; it can become a values-based framework focused on 
fairness and legitimacy in the global energy order. Furthermore, the paper investigates whether 
IEL should more openly engage with 'soft law,' international regulatory norms, and tools from 
other fields, especially those in climate governance, sustainable finance, and technological 
innovation. A more flexible and adaptable legal design might be essential to balance legal 
certainty with the dynamic nature required by the just transition. In conclusion, this paper argues 
for a fresh perspective on IEL as a field where legal theory and practice come together around 
shared values. By building principled agreement on IEL's scope, priorities, and overarching 
principles, the discipline can develop into a strong legal framework capable of supporting a just, 
inclusive, and sustainable global energy transition. 
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Conceptualising International Energy Law: Insights from International 
Environmental Law and its Influence in the Governance of the Energy Sector? 
Melanie Schneider, DPhil candidate in Law, University of Oxford 

International energy law remains conceptually underdeveloped, shaped more by fragmented 
legal influences than by a coherent normative framework. This paper argues that international 
energy law can best be understood not as a codified regime, but as a functional framework made 
up of international legal obligations found in various branches of international law. These 
obligations help clarify the scope, priorities and the structure of international energy law by 
revealing how global norms translate into domestic energy governance. Among these, 
international environmental law plays a particularly significant role – both in constraining state 
discretion and actively driving the energy transition. While states continue to assert sovereignty 
over their energy sectors – often linking this to energy security – this sovereignty is increasingly 
challenged by international environmental commitments requiring states to decarbonise their 
energy systems, adopt renewable energy mandates, and fossil fuel phase out strategies. 
International environmental law thereby penetrates domestic legal systems through 
international legal obligations for environmental protection and reshapes how states exercise 
their regulatory authority over their energy sectors. This dynamic calls into question assumptions 
about the impermeability of sovereignty in the energy domain, especially under conditions of 
global environmental interdependence. Using international environmental law as a lens, this 
paper examines how international environmental norms influence national energy governance 
and, in doing so, contributes to clarity on international energy law’s scope, priorities, and 
structure. This paper posits that international environmental law is not just an adjacent branch 
of international law, but rather a core approach through which international energy law operates 
and functions, therewith informing its scope, priorities and internal tensions. Through doctrinal 
analysis, the paper makes three core contributions to the conceptualisation of international 
energy law. Firstly, it contributes to clarifying the field’s scope and structure, arguing that 
international energy law is not a standalone or codified regime, but a framework shaped through 
interaction with other areas of international law – for instance, international environmental law – 
that influence domestic energy governance. Secondly, it shows how environmental obligations 
shape the normative priorities of national energy systems, particularly by influencing how states 
exercise their sovereignty. This challenges traditional assumptions about state control and 
highlights how international law influences core regulatory choices – such as those reflected in 
the energy trilemma of security, sustainability, and equity. Thirdly, the paper advances a more 
coherent account of international energy law as an interdisciplinary legal field. It argues that the 
field’s conceptual clarity emerges not from doctrinal unity, but from its legal entanglements. 
While international environmental law provides a compelling lens, further insights can be gained 
by examining interactions with trade, investment, and human rights law. Together, these 
contributions clarify the scope, structure, and normative orientation of international energy law 
as a legal field shaped by broader global legal dynamics. 
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Systematic Literature Review of International Energy Law 
Mohammad Hazrati, Senior Research Fellow, NUS Centre for International Law & 
Nivedita S, Research Fellow, NUS Centre for International Law 

This paper presents a systematic literature review (SLR) of International Energy Law (IEL). While 
IEL has gained increasing attention as a distinct academic field, its definition, scope, and 
underlying principles remain contested. The paper applies a structured and replicable 
methodology, to examine how IEL has been defined, conceptualised, and applied in the literature 
published between 2000 and 2025. The review identifies key elements and themes associated 
with IEL, assesses the extent of consistency or divergence among scholarly definitions, and maps 
areas where conceptual clarity is lacking. In doing so, it highlights both the contributions and the 
gaps within existing research, underscoring the need for further theoretical development of IEL 
as a coherent field. This review provides a systematic synthesis of the IEL literature and seeks 
to lay the foundation for future scholarship on the relationship between international law, energy 
governance, and global sustainability transitions. 
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