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THE WORLD IN 1914
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THE WORLD IN 1945
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THE WORLD TODAY
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TELEGRAPHIC NETWORKS 
(1892-1908)

Source: M Tsuchiya & K Govella, ‘Undersea cables and the extension of empire: The rise of Britain, Japan, and the United 
States and the competition to connect Hawai‘I,’ Marine Policy, Vol. 181 (Nov 2025)  
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THE ALL RED LINE
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LEGAL FRAMEWORKS

Colonisation Post-Colonisation 
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WHO MADE THE LAW?
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THE SHIFT
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AN INCLUSIVE UNCLOS
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EXPERT GROUP MANUALS
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Divergence of Interpretations

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 Scenario 4

Neutrals argue 
UNCLOS 
continues to 
govern 
belligerent 
activity in their 
maritime zones, 
including EEZs

Neutrals accept 
the lex specialis 
of the law of 
naval warfare, 
but align their 
positions with 
San Remo 
Manual

Belligerents and 
Neutrals align 
on San Remo 
Manual

Belligerent and 
Neutrals align 
on Newport 
Manual

Belligerents 
argue the lex 
specialis of the 
law of naval 
warfare

Belligerents 
align their 
positions with 
Newport Manual

Impact on submarine cables and pipelines during wartime?
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SUBMARINE CABLES
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION IN NEUTRAL 
EEZS
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REFLECTION
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Workstream 7: Naval Warfare (highlights various concerns, e.g., 
undersea infrastructure & the marine environment)
Co-chairs: Egypt & Indonesia
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