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Protection of Submarine 
Cables and Pipelines as 
Critical Infrastructure: 

Vietnam’s Practice



Does Vietnam have 
legislation relating to 
critical infrastructures?

Ordinance on the protection of 
Important Infrastructures 
relating to National Security, 
2008
• Infrastructures to protect state 
secret

• Infrastructures to store important 
documents and objects

• Infrastructures to store dangerous 
materials

• Infrastructures important to 
national security

Does Vietnam’s legislation 
on critical infrastructures 
applies to submarine 
cables and pipelines?

Submarine cables and landing 
stations are designated as 
important Telecommunication 
Infrastructures relating to 
National Security



Protection Regulations

• Establishment of protection 
corridor: 

- Prohibition of exploration and 
exploitation of resources
- Prohibition of anchorage 
• Protection plan must be 
established 

• Allocation of resources for 
protection



Essential Infrastructures

Land Transportation Law, 
2008
• Infrastructures serving the 
management and exploitation 
of maritime activities

• … telecommunication 
infrastructures, electricity 
infrastructures, oil, fuel and 
gas pipelines… 



Protection Regulations

• The use and maintenance of 
the maritime infrastructures 
should not be impeded by 
other construction works

• Fuel and gas pipelines shall 
not be attached to bridges 

• Electric and 
telecommunication cables 
must be put into underground  
tunnel



Electric 
Infrastructures 

•Electricity Law, 2024
• Means, machinery, equipment, 

construction in service of 
generation, transmission, and 
distribution of electricity.

• Submarine electric cables.





Protection 
Regulatio
ns
• Establishing a 

protection corridor for 
submarine electric 
cables

• Ensuring the safety of 
people engaging in 
other sea use activities

• Ensuring the safety of 
wild marine animals 



Oil and Gas 
Infrastructures

Oil and Gas Law 2022
• Means, machinery, equipment, 

structures manufactured, constructed, 
permanently buried underground or 
temporarily installed to serve petroleum 
activities

• Drilling rigs, platforms, storage, fixing 
buoys, wells and oil pipelines 



Protection Regulations

• Establishing a two-nautical 
mile safety corridor around 
submarine oil infastructures

• No anchorage or any 
submarine activity in the 
safety corridor.

• Establishing warning system 
for oil infrastructures with no 
human presence.



Measures adopted by Viet Nam
to protect submarine cables and 

pipelines  



Increasing 
patrols in 
marine areas 
where cables 
and 
pipelines go 
through



Educating fishermen and seafarers about the safety of submarine cables and 
pipelines



Having 
guards at 
landing 
stations 
24/24 



Criminalising acts of violating the safety 
of submarine cables and pipelines



Establishing 
inter-agency and 
public-private 
partnership to 
protect the safety 
of submarine 
cables and 
pipelines



An alternative to submarine 
cables in Southeast Asia


