ASEAN News Update August 2025

28th ASEAN DGICM and Related Meetings
CIL ASEAN Law & Policy Academy 2025
Commentary

Geopolitics

Thailand-Cambodia Border Conflict
Myanmar

Timor Leste

External Relations

Disaster Management

Energy, Environment

Education

ASEAN Economic Community

Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. Please note that
links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the updates. No
responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites.



28th ASEAN DGICM and Related Meetings

e Joint Press Statement of the Twenty-Eighth ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration
Departments and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of Ministries of Foreign Affairs
Meeting (28th DGICM) and its Related Meetings

e Joint Press Statement of the Fourth ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration
Departments and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of Ministries of Foreign Affairs
Meeting Plus Three Consultation (4th DGICM + 3 Consultation)

e Joint Press Statement of the Twentieth ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration
Departments and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of Ministries of Foreign Affairs
Meeting Plus Australia Consultation (20th DGICM + Australia Consultation

CIL ASEAN Law & Policy Academy 2025

‘ASEAN Way’ offers hope amid rising global tensions
NUS News, 21 August 2025

Secretary-General of ASEAN Delivers CIL ASEAN Distinguished Lecture in Singapore
ASEAN Secretariat News, 4 August 2025

Commentary

Anwar looks to October ASEAN summit to emphasize Malaysia's global presence
Nikkei Asian Review, 30 August 2025

In Search of Effective and Peaceful ASEAN Dispute Settlement Mechanisms
Fulcrum, Him Raksmey, 29 August 2025

ASEAN 2045 - Our Shared Future
ASEAN Secretariat, August 2025

From Defensive to Dynamic: Vietnam’s Thirty-Year Journey in ASEAN
ISEAS Perspective, Hoang Thi Ha and Pham Thi Phuong Thao, 20 August 2025

Geopolitics

Asia must double down on regional trade liberalisation to overcome the cost of Trump’s trade
chaos
East Asia Forum, 25 August 2025

ASEAN’s centrality depends on a shift to collective security
East Asia Forum, Tin Shine Aung, 19 August 2025

Southeast Asia’s trade battle plan for the post-Trump world
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https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2.-ADOPTED-JOINT-PRESS-STATEMENT-20TH-DGICM-AUSTRALIA-CONSULTATION.pdf
https://news.nus.edu.sg/asean-way-offers-hope-amid-rising-global-tensions/
https://asean.org/secretary-general-of-asean-delivers-cil-asean-distinguished-lecture-in-singapore/
https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/international-relations/anwar-looks-to-october-asean-summit-to-emphasize-malaysia-s-global-presence
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/in-search-of-effective-and-peaceful-asean-dispute-settlement-mechanisms/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Issue-45-ASEAN-2045_-Our-Shared-Future.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2025-61-from-defensive-to-dynamic-vietnams-thirty-year-journey-in-asean-by-hoang-thi-ha-and-pham-thi-phuong-thao/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/25/asia-must-double-down-on-regional-trade-liberalisation-to-overcome-the-cost-of-trumps-trade-chaos/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/25/asia-must-double-down-on-regional-trade-liberalisation-to-overcome-the-cost-of-trumps-trade-chaos/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/19/aseans-centrality-depends-on-a-shift-to-collective-security/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/17/southeast-asias-trade-battle-plan-for-the-post-trump-world/

East Asia Forum, Julia Tijaja, 17 August 2025

ASEAN and Trump’s Tariffs: Regional Calamity, Rent Seeking, or Return to the Status Quo?
The Diplomat, William J. Jones, 12 August 2025

Asean's balancing act gains momentum
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 12 August 2025

How China Might Retaliate Against Southeast Asia’s US Trade Deals
Fulcrum, Olivia Tan Jia Yi, 7 August 2025

Where Does Southeast Asia Fit Within the MAGA Worldview?
Fulcrum, Ryan Hass, 6 August 2025

Trump to Attend ASEAN Meetings in October, Malaysian PM Says
The Diplomat, 4 August 2025

Thailand-Cambodia Border Conflict

Cambodia—Thailand Conflict: Borders Should Not Be Battlefields
Fulcrum, Thong Mengdavid, 27 August 2025

Questioning ASEAN’s Identity and Community in the Thailand-Cambodia Conflict
Modern Diplomacy, Riftki Dermawan, 15 August 2025

Cambodia-Thailand Border Clashes: The Role of Supply Chains
The Diplomat, Kawashima Shin, 12 August 2025

Cambodia, Thailand Agree to New Measures to Reinforce Border Ceasefire
The Diplomat, 8 August 2025

Bevyond ceasefire, ASEAN must anchor peace between Thailand and Cambodia
The Jakarta Post, Phar Kim Beng, 7 August 2025

Asean’s quiet diplomacy helped halt Cambodia-Thailand clashes: Sec-Gen Kao
The Straits Times, 6 August 2025

Myanmar

Upcoming Myanmar vote tests Asean
Bangkok Post, Kavi Chongkittavorn, 26 August 2025

Malaysia to Lead ASEAN Delegation to Myanmar Next Month, FM Says
The Diplomat, 11 August 2025
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https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/asean-and-trumps-tariffs-regional-calamity-rent-seeking-or-return-to-the-status-quo/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3085352/aseans-balancing-act-gains-momentum
https://fulcrum.sg/how-china-might-retaliate-against-southeast-asias-us-trade-deals/
https://fulcrum.sg/where-does-southeast-asia-fit-within-the-maga-worldview/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/trump-to-attend-asean-meetings-in-october-malaysian-pm-says/
https://fulcrum.sg/cambodia-thailand-conflict-borders-should-not-be-battlefields/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/08/15/questioning-aseans-identity-and-community-in-the-thailand-cambodia-conflict/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/thailand-cambodia-border-clashes-the-role-of-supply-chains/
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/cambodia-thailand-agree-to-new-measures-to-reinforce-border-ceasefire/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2025/08/07/beyond-ceasefire-asean-must-anchor-peace-between-thailand-and-cambodia.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/aseans-quiet-diplomacy-helped-avert-escalation-in-cambodia-thailand-border-conflict-sec-gen-kao
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3093109/upcoming-myanmar-vote-tests-asean
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/malaysia-to-lead-asean-delegation-to-myanmar-next-month-fm-says/

Timor Leste

What Can Timor-Leste Bring to ASEAN?
Fulcrum, Julia Lau & Sharon Seah, 15 August 2025

External Relations

Mongolia Expands Third Neighbor Links to Southeast Asia
The Diplomat, 29 August 2025

Advancing Australia’s Trilateral Partnership With Two ASEAN Neighbors
The Diplomat, 11 August 2025

The Second ASEAN-Peru Development Partnership Committee Meeting Reaffirms Commitment
to Deepening Partnership
ASEAN Secretariat News, 7 August 2025

Bangladesh wants Malaysia’s help to join Asean, but it faces an uphill battle
South China Morning Post, 1 August 2025

Disaster Management

How growing ASEAN leadership helps the region manage disasters
The Jakarta Post, Thandie Mwape, 19 August 2025

Energy, Environment

Mobilising Private Sector Involvement in ASEAN Climate-Related Investments
ASEAN Secretariat, August 2025

Study on the Roadmap for Multilateral Power Trade in ASEAN
ASEAN Centre for Energy, 19 August 2025

Joint Media Statement Ministerial Interface Meeting on Financial Mechanisms for the ASEAN
Power Grid
ASEAN Secretariat, 14 August 2025

Southeast Asia’s green transition at a tipping point
East Asia Forum, Irvan Tengku Harja, 9 August 2025

Climate risks threaten up to 35% of Asean GDP
The Asset, 6 August 2025

Rooted in Community: Bridging Gaps in Mangrove and Peatland Conservation
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https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2025/08/19/how-growing-asean-leadership-helps-the-region-manage-disasters.html
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Climate_finance_study_draft_fin.pdf
https://aseanenergy.org/publications/study-on-the-roadmap-for-multilateral-power-trade-in-asean/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Joint-Media-Statement-for-the-Interface-Meeting_Adopted.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Joint-Media-Statement-for-the-Interface-Meeting_Adopted.pdf
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/09/southeast-asias-green-transition-at-a-tipping-point/
https://www.theasset.com/article-esg/54625/climate-risks-threaten-up-to-35-of-asean-gdp
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/rooted-in-community-bridging-gaps-in-mangrove-and-peatland-conservation/

Fulcrum, Gauri Sasitharan, 1 August 2025

Education

ASEAN Senior Officials on Education convene to advance regional education agenda
ASEAN Secretariat News, 22 August 2025

ASEAN Economic Community

Space and Al: Shaping the Future of Food Security in ASEAN
RSIS Commentary, Ysa Marie, 29 August 2025

World Bank Urges ASEAN to Adopt Five-Point Strategy for Resilience
The Nation, 26 August 2025

ASEAN braces for slower growth after 'front-loading' helped Q2 GDP
Nikkei Asian Review, 18 August 2025

Collateral Effects of the Tariff War on ASEAN Food Security
RSIS, Jose Ma. Luis Montesclaros and Kayven Tan, 19 August 2025

Outlook for Agriculture and ASEAN’s Role in Southeast Asia’s Food Security
ISEAS Perspective, Elyssa Ludher and Paul Teng, 18 August 2025

KL Declaration to be presented at the Asean Summit in October
New Straits Times, 14 August 2025

Huawei Cloud: Accelerating Intelligence in ASEAN and Forging a Regional Al Innovation Highland
The Korea Herald, 14 August 2025

ASEAN is a destination of choice for investment — but must act as one
Hinrich Foundation, Robin Hu, 5 August 2025

48th High Level Task Force on ASEAN Economic Integration: Advancing ASEAN’s Economic
Agenda towards ASEAN Community Vision 2045
ASEAN Secretariat News, 5 August 2025

Compiled by the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. Please note that
links to third-party websites were checked for accuracy in the month of the updates. No
responsibility can be taken for subsequent changes on these websites.


https://asean.org/asean-senior-officials-on-education-convene-to-advance-regional-education-agenda/
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/space-and-ai-shaping-the-future-of-food-security-in-asean/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40054551
https://asia.nikkei.com/economy/asean-braces-for-slower-growth-after-front-loading-helped-q2-gdp
https://rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/PR_Collateral-Effects-of-the-Tariff-War-on-ASEAN-Food-Security.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2025-59-outlook-for-agriculture-and-aseans-role-in-southeast-asias-food-security-by-elyssa-ludher-and-paul-teng/
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