2025 CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT OF THE 5TH
ASEAN-AUSTRALIA SUMMIT

Adopted in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 28 October 2025

1. The 5™ ASEAN-Australia Summit was held on 28 October 2025, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
The Summit was chaired by the Honourable Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Prime Minister of
Malaysia and the Chair of ASEAN, and was attended by ASEAN Member States, and the
Honourable Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister of Australia. The Secretary-General of
ASEAN was also in attendance.

2. We reiterated our support for Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairmanship under the theme “Inclusivity
and Sustainability”, which reaffirms ASEAN's commitment towards strengthening regional
peace, stability, and prosperity through inclusive, sustainable, and future-oriented ASEAN
Community-building efforts.

3. We warmly welcomed Timor-Leste’s accession as the 11" member of ASEAN and
participation in its first ASEAN-Australia Summit.

4. We reaffirmed our collective commitment to advancing the ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership (CSP) that is meaningful, substantive and mutually beneficial, in
alignment with ASEAN 2045: Our Shared Future. We looked forward to the celebration of the
fifth anniversary of the CSP in 2026. We welcomed the adoption of the Joint Statement on
ASEAN and Australia’s Shared Future at the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference with
Australia on 10 July 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. We also welcomed the progress made
and looked forward to the continued implementation of the Plan of Action to Implement the
ASEAN-Australia CSP (2025-2029), including through the flagship AUD204 million Australia
for ASEAN (Aus4ASEAN) Futures Initiative.

5. We reaffirmed our commitment to upholding ASEAN Centrality and its vital role in regional
engagement. We reiterated our commitment to supporting an ASEAN-centred, open,
inclusive, transparent, resilient, and rules-based regional architecture that upholds
international law, built upon ASEAN-led mechanisms, including the East Asia Summit (EAS),
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) and
the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF). We reaffirmed our mutual respect for the
principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, equality, non-interference and political
independence of all nations as espoused in the Charter of the United Nations, the ASEAN
Charter, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), and the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

6. We appreciated Australia’s unwavering support for the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific
(AQIP) and encouraged Australia to further promote and mainstream the implementation of
concrete projects and activities under the four priority areas of the AOIP, to promote mutual
trust, mutual respect, and mutual benefit through ASEAN-led mechanisms, as well as
contribute to peace, stability, and prosperity in the region.

7. We reaffirmed ASEAN's integral role as the region's leading convener for strategic dialogue.
We underscored our commitment to deepening cooperation through ASEAN-led mechanisms
and other relevant regional and multilateral institutions to strengthen preventive architecture,
to reduce risks of misunderstanding and miscalculation, and prevent disputes from escalating
into conflict.
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Towards further promoting peace and stability in the region, we adopted the
ASEAN-Australia Joint Leaders’ Statement on Conflict Prevention and Crisis Management in
the ASEAN-led Regional Architecture. We welcomed Australia’s ongoing work with ASEAN
on conflict prevention, including the Track 1.5 and Track 2 workshops on conflict prevention
involving stakeholders from EAS participating countries. We welcomed the convening of the
Track 1 Workshop on Conflict Prevention, Crisis Management, and the ASEAN-led Regional
Architecture cochaired by Malaysia, Indonesia and Australia on 10 September 2025, and
looked forward to the implementation of the recommendations.

We reaffirmed our commitment to deepening political-security cooperation through the
implementation of the ASEAN-Australia Counter Trafficking programme (ASEAN-ACT)
(2018-2028), the ASEAN-Australia Political Security Partnership (APSP)’s joint activities with
ASEAN and the Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative. We further reaffirmed our commitment to
active participation in the ARF, including Australia’s co-chairmanship of the Inter-Sessional
Meeting on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament (ISM on NPD) for Inter-Sessional Year
2025-2027. We agreed to strengthen cooperation on traditional and non-traditional security
issues, such as combatting transnational crime, terrorism and violent extremism, trafficking in
persons (TIP), people smuggling, illicit drugs, malicious cyber-incidents and cybercrime,
money laundering, non-proliferation and disarmament, maritime security and cooperation, as
well as border management.

We noted the 8" Interface Meeting between the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on
Human Rights (AICHR) and Australia held on 12 May 2025 in Jakarta, Indonesia, and
reaffirmed our shared commitment to deepening collaboration and constructive dialogue on
the promotion and protection of human rights, which is contributing to enhanced peace and
prosperity in the region.

We welcomed collective efforts to enhance regional peace and security, including through
expanded and advanced defence cooperation. We noted Australia's active engagement in
the ADMM-Plus, having co-chaired various ADMM-Plus Experts’ Working Groups (EWGs) in
every cycle thus far, including on Cyber Security with Cambodia in the current 2024-2027
cycle.

We reaffirmed our commitment to continuing the collaborative efforts through the ASEAN
Plus Australia Senior Officials’ Meeting on Transnational Crime (SOMTC + Australia)
Consultation, in implementing the Memorandum of Understanding between ASEAN and the
Government of Australia on Cooperation to Counter International Terrorism. We commended
the full and effective implementation of the SOMTC-Australia Work Plan on Cooperation to
Combat Transnational Crime (2022-2025). We also reaffirmed the shared commitment to
strengthening cooperation in combatting illicit drugs, particularly under the framework of the
ASEAN Plus Australia Senior Officials’ Meeting on Drug Matters (ASOD + Australia)
Consultation. We strengthened our partnership through the 4" ASEAN-Australia Counter
Terrorism Dialogue on countering terrorism and violent extremism on 27 May 2025 in
Indonesia, including by delivering a series of workshops and exchanging good practice
approaches. We welcomed the implementation of ASEAN-Australia Counter-Terrorism
Workshop on Good Practice Approaches for the Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Foreign
Terrorist Fighters and their Families on 6-7 March 2025 in Indonesia.

We reaffirmed our commitment to combatting trafficking in persons (TIP) through the
cross-sectoral Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Learning (MERL) Framework of the
ASEAN Multi-Sectoral Work Plan Against TIP 2023-2028 (Bohol TIP Work Plan 2.0),
supported by ASEAN-ACT.
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We welcomed the convening of the 20" ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration
Departments and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of Ministries of Foreign Affairs Meeting
Plus Australia (DGICM + Australia) Consultation on 14 August 2025 in Brunei Darussalam.
We commended the effective implementation of initiatives under the 2024-2025
ASEAN-Australia Programme of Work, which included training programmes on border control
and management, as well as the 7" ASEAN-Australia Immigration Training Committee (ITC)
Meeting held in Singapore. We looked forward to the effective implementation of the
2025-2026 ASEAN-Australia Programme of Work.

We underlined the importance of strengthening maritime cooperation and welcomed the
Second AOIP Seminar Series: Submarine Cables co-hosted by Indonesia, Singapore,
Australia, Japan and the Republic of Korea, on 13 February 2025, in Jakarta, Indonesia, as
well as the implementation of projects on Law of the Sea trainings for ASEAN Member
States, Timor-Leste and the ASEAN Secretariat since 2023. We looked forward to the
convening of the Law of the Sea Training for ASEAN Member States and the ASEAN
Secretariat on 11-13 November 2025 in Jakarta. We welcomed Australia’s co-shepherding of
two projects under the EAMF, namely the EAMF Website and the EAMF Pool of Experts.

We welcomed the convening of the first biennial ASEAN-Australia Cyber Policy Dialogue on
2 July 2025 in Putrajaya, Malaysia, which reinforced ASEAN-Australia collaboration in the
face of growing security challenges amid a rapidly evolving digital landscape. We noted the
importance of strengthening regional cooperation and the importance of inclusive
engagement and partnership in handling cyber incidents and advancing cybersecurity
capacity building. We welcomed ongoing cooperation between ASEAN and Australia on
cyberspace, including through the ASEAN-Australia Workshop on Implementing the UN
Norms of Responsible State Behavior in Cyberspace on 26-27 February 2026 in Malaysia.

We reaffirmed our shared commitment to deepening economic ties and acknowledged
Australia’s continued focus on increasing two-way trade and investment through Invested:
Australia’s Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040 (Invested). We welcomed Australia’s
announcement of two new Southeast Asia Investment Financing Facility (SEAIFF)
investments during this Summit, including a AUD175 million investment into IFM Investors’
Asia-Pacific fund to finance projects in Southeast Asia’'s renewable energy,
telecommunications and logistics sectors, and AUD77 million investment into Australia
infrastructure specialist Plenary’s Southeast Asia Public Private Partnership platform fund to
support development of public infrastructure in the region. To date, Australia has supported
over AUD1.2 billion of investment in Southeast Asia through initiatives under Invested.

We welcomed the adoption of the Joint Leaders’ Statement on the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) at the 5" RCEP Summit held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on
27 October 2025 that outlines the shared objectives to ensure RCEP remains relevant and
responsive to regional and global challenges.

We reaffirmed the importance of the full and effective implementation of the Agreement
Establishing the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA) and the RCEP
to enhance economic integration, and strengthen the ASEAN-centred regional economic
architecture, with respect for an open, predictable, transparent, rules-based and
non-discriminatory multilateral trading system. We welcomed the entry-into-force of the
Second Protocol to Amend the Agreement Establishing the AANZFTA on 21 April 2025 and
looked forward to its full ratification by all Parties by 2025, recognising its potential for
businesses and individuals. We welcomed the 30" ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Meeting
(AEM) — Closer Economic Relations (CER) Consultation on 25 September 2025. We also
welcomed the ongoing progress in implementing the RCEP since its entry into force in 2022.
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We looked forward to reviewing the Agreement and expanding the membership of RCEP,
which will further strengthen the RCEP’s role in promoting open, inclusive, and mutually
beneficial economic cooperation across the region.

We appreciated Australia’s continued support under the Regional Trade for Development
(RT4D) Initiative, to strengthen the implementation of both AANZFTA and RCEP through the
AANZFTA Implementation Support Programme (AISP) and the RCEP Implementation
Support Programme (RISP) respectively. We welcomed further capacity-building, technical
assistance, and trade facilitation measures to enable businesses, particularly MSMEs, to
access the benefits of liberalised trade and integrate into regional value chains. We
welcomed Australia’s AUD4 million increase to its current AUD50.3 million contribution to
RT4D, which will strengthen the region’s capacity to respond to ongoing challenges in the
global trade environment. We reaffirmed our support for an open, predictable, transparent,
rules-based and non-discriminatory global trading system, with the WTO at its core, and
agreed to work together to support ambitious WTO reform to ensure the organisation
remains fit for purpose and can continue to deliver on the interests of our region into the
future.

We appreciated Australia’s support for the development of the IAI Work Plan V (2026-2030)
through the project “Narrowing the Development Gap: ASEAN’s Roadmap for the Initiative
for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Work Plan V. We looked forward to Australia’s continued support
and collaboration in the subsequent implementation of the 1Al Work Plan V.

We looked forward to Australia’s continued contribution to the region’s inclusive growth, and
equitable and sustainable development by promoting sub-regional development, including
the AUD222.5 million second phase of the Mekong-Australia Partnership programme. We
appreciated Australia’s existing support for ASEAN'’s priorities and needs, including
infrastructure investment, and sustainable water resources management.

We welcomed ASEAN-Australia cooperation on food security. We noted the progress in the
implementation of the ASEAN-Australia Joint Leaders’ Statement on Strengthening Food
Security and Nutrition in Response to Crises (2023) through the ASEAN-CGIAR Innovate for
Food Regional Programme, the ASEAN-Australia Bioprotection Research Alliance and the
Meryl Williams Fellowship’s ASEAN cohort in support of meaningful participation and
leadership of women in ASEAN in agricultural science.

We appreciated Australia’s support through the Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative in the
development of the ASEAN Blue Economy Implementation Plan by the ASEAN Coordinating
Task Force of Blue Economy.

We noted the ongoing efforts by both sides to advance the energy transition through the
ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation (APAEC), and encouraged Australia’s
continued support in this area, particularly for the development of the ASEAN Power Grid
(APG), cross-border power trading, and other clean energy initiatives, including the
Cross-Border Electricity Trade Framework jointly developed by Singapore and Australia with
a view to enhancing regional energy connectivity and accelerating the realisation of the APG.
We welcomed Australia’s ongoing, broad support for ASEAN'’s clean energy transition and
climate change mitigation efforts, including through support for the ASEAN Centre for Energy
and the establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Climate Change. This includes the AUD6.9
million Energy Cooperation Package under the Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative. We looked
forward to strengthening cooperation on energy security, including through submarine
power-link connectivity initiatives as part of broader cooperation on the APG, joint planning,
technical assistance and capacity-building for resilient cross-border energy connections.
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We welcomed Australia’s continued support in advancing the recommendations of the
ASEAN Green Jobs Forum 2024, particularly in the development of a Framework and Action
Plan for a Just and Inclusive Transition to Green Jobs in the region and supported the
ASEAN Green Jobs Forum 2025 held on 27-28 August 2025 in Putrajaya, Malaysia.

We appreciated the continuation of the Partnerships for Infrastructure (P4l) into a second
phase with AUD195 million committed over the next five years to support infrastructure
priorities in Southeast Asia across energy, transport and telecommunications, including P4l's
contribution to the development of the 8" ASEAN Energy Outlook and ASEAN Long-Term
Renewable Energy Roadmap, as well as support for the implementation of the ASEAN Plan
of Action for Energy Cooperation and the ASEAN Strategy for Carbon Neutrality.

We appreciated Australia’s steadfast support for ASEAN Connectivity, both through the
implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) 2025 and the
development of its successor document, the ASEAN Connectivity Strategic Plan (ACSP). We
further appreciated Australia’s support, especially in the areas of sustainable infrastructure,
smart and sustainable urban development, as well as in the conduct of the End-Term Review
of MPAC 2025. We welcomed Australia’s ongoing support for the ASEAN Rolling Priority
Pipeline of Infrastructure Projects including the Pre-Market Sounding on Updating and
Advancing the Initial Pipeline of ASEAN Infrastructure Projects event that took place in
Indonesia in August 2025.

We appreciated Australia’s support, through the Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative in supporting
ASEAN'’s key strategies, including in developing the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
Strategic Plan 2026-2030, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Strategic Plan, ACSP,
and ASEAN Plan of Action on Science, Technology, and Innovation (APASTI) 2026-2035:
Phase Il. We also appreciated Australia’s support in the development of the ASCC Results
Framework and Baselining of the ASCC Strategic Plan, as well as the enhancement of the
ASCC Database for Monitoring and Evaluation (ADME) System.

We further appreciated Australia’s support, through the Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative, for the
development of the Digital Trade Standards (DTS) Roadmap, adopted by ASEAN Economic
Ministers in May 2025.

We welcomed Australia’s ongoing support for the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework
Agreement (DEFA) through tailored capacity-building activities for ASEAN Member States,
including in collaboration with the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia
(ERIA). In this regard, we welcomed the adoption of the Roadmap on Digital Trade
Standards and the Implementation Roadmap on Unique Business Identification Numbers
(UBIN) in ASEAN, supported by Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative, which underpin the DEFA by
promoting interoperability, enabling regionally recognised digital business identities, and
facilitating seamless digital trade across ASEAN.

We expressed appreciation to Australia for its support towards the End-Term Review of the
ASCC Blueprint 2025 (ASCC ETR), which aims to assess the implementation and
achievements of the Blueprint, including its strategies, partnerships and institutional
mechanisms.

We welcomed the Aus4ASEAN Scholarships and ASEAN Scholars Leadership Programme,
Aus4ASEAN Fellowships New Colombo Plan, Australia Awards Scholarships, and
Aus4ASEAN Digital Transformation and Future Skills Initiative TVET Short Courses,
ASEAN-Australia Centre Emerging Leaders’ Programme, the ASEAN-Australia Centre
Young Leaders’ Dialogue, and Short Courses, and the continued contribution for the
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implementation of the ASEAN TVET Council (ATC) Work Plan (2021-2030) under the
Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative, including the conduct of the Fourth ATC Regional Policy
Dialogue held on 11-12 June 2025 in Malacca, Malaysia. We also recognised the
Aus4ASEAN Digital Transition and Future Skills Initiative as key to enhancing regional digital
resilience. We encouraged future capacity building of the initiatives to include emerging
areas such as smart infrastructure, green digital skills, artificial intelligence, digital trade
facilitation, and MSMEs digitalisation.

We welcomed the convening of the second ASEAN Think Tanks Summit on 2-3 October
2025 in Jakarta, organised by the Singapore Institute of International Affairs on behalf of the
ASEAN-ISIS Network and supported by the ASEAN Secretariat, with funding assistance from
Singapore, Australia, Germany and Switzerland, bringing together thought leaders and key
representatives from ASEAN and Dialogue Partner think tanks.

We welcomed Australia’s continued support for the protection and promotion of the rights of
migrant workers through the Action Plan (2018-2025) to implement the ASEAN Consensus
on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers and the Tripartite Action to
Enhance the Contribution of Labour Migration to Growth and Development in ASEAN
(TRIANGLE in ASEAN) Project and its successor programme with close consultation with
ASEAN Member States, and encouraged further cooperation under relevant ASEAN
declarations and frameworks.

We welcomed the continued and growing cooperation between ASEAN and Australia in
advancing good governance, public sector transformation, and civil service excellence
through the ASEAN Cooperation on Civil Service Matters (ACCSM). We acknowledged the
ACCSM’s cooperation with the Australian Public Service Commission (APSC) through
various initiatives including the Second ASEC-Resource Centre (ARC) Study Visit:
Positioning the Workforce for the Future in September 2025, which would further strengthen
institutional linkages between ASEAN and Australia in building a forward-looking, adaptive,
and citizen-oriented public service.

We commended Australia’s valuable support to the preparatory phase and establishment of
the ASEAN Centre for Public Health Emergencies and Emerging Diseases (ACPHEED) and
looked forward to Australia’s continued partnership in ensuring the Centre’s sustainable and
effective operation. We also welcomed sustained momentum on the implementation of the
ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on One Health Initiative through the ASEAN One Health
Network and the ASEAN One Health Joint Plan of Action (2025-2030). We also appreciated
Australia’s initiative to strengthen the One Health Initiative through the ASEAN-Australia One
Health Fellowship Programme.

We appreciated Australia’s support for ASEAN’s efforts in addressing environmental
challenges, including through the implementation of the ASEAN Strategy for Carbon
Neutrality, and Post-2025 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN). ASEAN and
Australia remain committed to promoting regional resilience and adaptation through climate
action, including through the ASEAN Centre for Climate Change in Brunei Darussalam, once
operationalised. We recognised countries’ commitment to the UNFCCC and the
implementation of the Paris Agreement, including keeping the 1.5 degrees temperature goal
of the Paris Agreement within reach. We welcomed Australia’s bid to host the UNFCCC
COP31 in 2026, in partnership with the Pacific, to accelerate global climate action and
investment in our region. We also encouraged ASEAN and Australia to enhance cooperation
to address transboundary haze pollution, including through the ASEAN Co-ordinating Centre
for Transboundary Haze Pollution Control (ACC THPC) and the ASEAN Specialised
Meteorological Centre.
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We noted Australia’s efforts to further enhance ASEAN’s capacity for disaster management
and humanitarian assistance, including through cooperation with the ASEAN Coordinating
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre). We appreciated
Australia’s AUD1 million contribution to the AHA Centre in response to the 28 March 2025
earthquake in Myanmar. We agreed to continue working together on the implementation of
the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER)
Work Programme (2026-2030).

We welcomed Australia’s support for ASEAN’s work on advancing gender equality, women
and girls’ empowerment, social inclusion and protecting the rights of people who may be in
vulnerable situations, including through the implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on
Strengthening the Care Economy and Fostering Resilience Towards the Post-2025 ASEAN
Community, ASEAN Gender Mainstreaming Strategic Framework, and programmes
addressing gender inequalities, all forms of gender-based violence and the human rights of
women and children. The Meeting also commended Australia’s support for the
implementation of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on Women, Peace and Security
(ASEAN RPA WPS), and noted the 25" anniversary of the United Nations Security Council
resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security.

We acknowledged Australia’s continued support for the development and launch of the
ASEAN Guidance Note on Strengthening the Care Economy and Fostering Resilience
Towards the Post-2025 ASEAN Community as a follow-up to the ASEAN Women Leaders’
Summit held in 2024 and the Declaration on Strengthening Care Economy and Fostering
Resilience towards the Post-2025 ASEAN Community which was adopted by the 44™ and
45" ASEAN Summit on 611 October 2024 in Vientiane, Lao PDR.

We appreciated Australia’s support for the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Research and
Development Platform on Care Economy. This collaboration enhanced collective knowledge
and expertise to support efforts in addressing strategic priorities, including promoting healthy
aging, building resilient families, and strengthening social protection systems. We looked
forward to the publication of the findings, which will help guide future regional policies and
initiatives.

We encouraged ASEAN and Australia to enhance collaboration in rural development and
poverty eradication, including through the ASEAN Master Plan on Rural Development
2022-2026, ASEAN Villages Network and Aus4ASEAN Futures Initiative, and in line with the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with a focus on empowering local communities,
strengthening rural-urban linkages, promoting sustainable livelihoods, and reducing
development gaps across ASEAN.

We welcomed the launch of the ASEAN-Australia Centre in Canberra on 27 November 2024.
The Centre’s work, including its flagship programmes, serves as an important bridge for
strengthening business, education, culture and community connections, while also building
youth engagement and capability across Southeast Asia and Australia. We encouraged
enhanced cooperation in TVET particularly in fields such as Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and the creative economy, to drive inclusive and
innovation-led growth across the region.

We appreciated the role of the ASEAN Committee in Canberra as well as the
ASEAN-Australia Centre in promoting relations and cooperation between ASEAN and
Australia, including through the undertaking of initiatives to raise awareness of ASEAN and
enhance visibility of the ASEAN-Australia CSP and its benefits to the peoples of both
regions.
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We expressed our deep concern over the escalation of conflicts and deepening humanitarian
situation in Myanmar and encouraged progress on the implementation of the ASEAN
Leaders’ Five-Point Consensus (5PC). We denounced the continued acts of violence against
civilians and public facilities and urged all parties to take concrete action to immediately
cease violence, exercise utmost restraint, ensure the protection and safety of all civilians and
civilian infrastructures, ensure safe, unimpeded and non-discriminate delivery of
humanitarian assistance and engage in inclusive national dialogue. We also welcomed the
continued progress in the provision of humanitarian assistance to Myanmar by the AHA
Centre.

We commended the dedicated efforts of H.E. Tan Sri Othman Hashim as the Special Envoy
of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar. In carrying out his mandate, the Special Envoy has
actively engaged a wide and diverse range of stakeholders through an inclusive approach,
reflecting ASEAN’s commitment to collective efforts in addressing the complex challenges in
Myanmar.

We reaffirmed the importance of supporting ASEAN-led efforts in maintaining and promoting
peace, security, safety and freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea. We
further reaffirmed the need to enhance mutual trust and confidence, exercise self-restraint in
the conduct of activities that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect peace and
stability, avoid actions that may further complicate the situation, and pursue peaceful
resolution of disputes in accordance with the universally recognized principles of international
law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

We underscored the importance of the full and effective implementation of the DOC in its
entirety. We noted the progress achieved so far in the ongoing negotiations on the Code of
Conduct in the South China Sea (COC) and are committed to maintaining and promoting an
environment conducive to the negotiations of an effective and substantive COC that is in
accordance with international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS.

We expressed deep concern over the continued tensions in the Middle East and called on all
parties involved to exercise utmost restraint, avoid actions which could aggravate the
situation, and resolve differences through peaceful means, dialogue, and diplomacy in the
interest of maintaining regional peace and stability.

We welcomed the agreement reached between the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas)
and lIsrael on the first phase of the Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict,
announced by United States President Donald J. Trump in Sharm EI-Sheikh, Egypt, on 8
October 2025, with a view to achieving a permanent cessation of hostilities. We commended
the constructive efforts of the United States of America, Arab Republic of Egypt, the State of
Qatar, the Republic of Tirkiye, and other partners in facilitating mediation efforts and the
implementation of this comprehensive plan. We call upon all the concerned parties to fully
adhere to the agreed terms and urge for its comprehensive implementation. We
acknowledged that this development marks a crucial step towards ending the conflict,
including preventing further suffering, loss of lives, forced displacement of people, ensuring
the release of all hostages and detainees, ensuring full withdrawal of the Israeli forces,
supporting the reconstruction of Gaza and realisation of the rights to self-determination and
statehood for the Palestinian people.

We reaffirmed our strong support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in carrying out its mandate. We called for the
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full resumption of rapid, safe, unimpeded, and sustained humanitarian access to all those in
need, including through enhanced capacity at border crossings and sea routes. We urged all
parties to the conflict to protect civilians and to abide by international humanitarian and
human rights law. We emphasised the urgent need for a permanent ceasefire; the
immediate, unimpeded, safe, and sustained delivery of humanitarian assistance to all
affected communities — including through the strengthening of UNRWA's role and mandate —
and the immediate commencement of comprehensive reconstruction efforts in Gaza to
rebuild lives and restore the dignity of the Palestinian people.

We reaffirmed our longstanding support for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determination and to their homeland. In this regard, we urged all
parties concerned to work towards a peaceful resolution of the conflict, with a view to
realising a two-State solution in accordance with international law and relevant UNSC and
UNGA resolutions, including UNGA Resolution A/RES/ES-10/23 on the Admission of New
Members to the United Nations (10 May 2024) and UNGA Decision A/DEC/80/506 on the
Endorsement of the New York Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of
Palestine and the Implementation of the Two-State Solution (12 September 2025), both of
which we supported. We also welcomed the Advisory Opinions of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) on the Obligations of Israel in relation to the Presence and Activities of the
United Nations, Other International Organisations and Third States in and in relation to the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, issued on 22 October 2025. We further emphasised
adherence to obligations under international law.

We expressed concern over the recent developments regarding the Korean Peninsula and
stressed the importance of resuming peaceful dialogue among all concerned parties in order
to realise lasting peace and stability in a denuclearised Korean Peninsula. We expressed
grave concern over the recent surge in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK)
intercontinental testing and ballistic missile launches, which are worrisome developments
that threaten peace and stability in the region. We called on the DPRK to comply fully with all
relevant UNSC resolutions and continue working towards the realisation of lasting peace and
stability in a denuclearised Korean Peninsula. We also called for the full implementation of all
relevant UNSC resolutions and noted international efforts to bring about the complete
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula in a peaceful manner. Diplomatic efforts, including
the creation of a conducive environment for peaceful dialogue among all concerned parties,
should remain a priority. In this vein, we expressed support for the resumption of dialogue
through proactive deescalation and confidence-building measures, with the aim of achieving
peaceful coexistence and shared growth on the Korean Peninsula through the expansion of
inter-Korean exchanges, normalisation of relations, and advancing denuclearisation. We
reiterated our readiness to play a constructive role, including through ASEAN-led platforms
such as the AREF, in promoting a conducive atmosphere for peaceful dialogue among the
concerned parties.
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